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The views and vistas of the ranch help define the cultural landscape because they provide the 
backdrop for all of the cultural activities that have occurred in the valley. Views of mountains 
and hill slopes, fields and pastureland, rock outcroppings, oak woodlands and pine forests, crops 
and pasturelands, and similar visual elements have remained essentially the same as when 
described by the first travelers through the area, and have a very strong impact on the integrity of 
setting at the ranch. The photographs and paintings from the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century confirm the integrity of the setting.  

Archaeological sites, historical structures, and small-scale landscape elements, both prehistoric 
and historic, reflect the utilization of the landscape over time and are another key contributing 
element to the significance of the district. Bedrock mortar outcrops, the petrified oyster shell 
deposits and related mines, charcoal ovens, historic fences and roads, and areas used for 
cultivation are the most obvious and visible of these elements; however, midden deposits as well 
as smaller and less visible sites and features within this category also contribute to the 
significance of the district.  

The associated place names and folklore are an important part of the cultural landscape and 
constitute a significant, though less tangible, character-defining element. These reflect the 
traditional cultural values that have sustained the community through the centuries and are 
strongly linked to the integrity of design, setting, feeling, and association within the district. 
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6 
IMPACT ASSESSMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 AGRICULTURAL RESIDENTIAL CLUSTER SUBDIVISION 

6.1.1 Impacts of the Agricultural Residential Cluster Subdivision 

The Santa Margarita Ranch is a rural historic district eligible for the CRHR under all four 
significance criteria. The proposed residential cluster is located in one of the character-defining 
areas of the ranch—the ridge of petrified oyster shells that were used to temper the mortar for the 
asistencia (and perhaps mission) construction; as paving for El Camino Real; and possibly by 
local Native Americans for utilitarian tools, ornaments, and ritual objects. In addition, the ridge 
and its petrified shell deposits were a natural wonder for nineteenth- and twentieth-century 
travelers, many of whom remarked upon it in their journals and other writings. During the 1920s 
a small oyster-shell mining industry was developed in the area; its remnants also have become 
part of the historic landscape. The undisturbed vistas and views from these hills, the 
watercourses traversing the proposed site, the vegetation, and archaeological remains all 
contribute to the significance of this character-defining area. 

Development of the proposed residential cluster in this area would substantially diminish the 
integrity of the design, setting, materials, feeling, and association of this important character-
defining feature of the historical landscape by damaging or destroying the shell deposits 
themselves, damaging or destroying archaeological remains, introducing uncharacteristic visual 
design elements into the historic setting, and disrupting the feeling and associations of the 
historical landscape. This is considered a significant impact under CEQA. 

6.1.2 Mitigation Recommendations for the Agricultural Residential Cluster 
Subdivision 

The preferred mitigation measure under CEQA is avoidance of the impacts described above. 
This could be achieved through project redesign. Placement of the residential cluster in a 
different area, preferably outside of the historic ranch core, would mitigate the negative impacts 
on the landscape to a less than significant level. Other forms of mitigation, such as graphic 
documentation (photographs, drawings, etc.) and archaeological data recovery, would lessen the 
impacts but would not mitigate the loss of integrity to a less than significant level.  

6.2 FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

6.2.1 Impacts of the Future Development Program 

The Santa Margarita Ranch is a rural historic landscape that may suffer significant impacts under 
the Future Development Program. Because no active application currently exists for the Future 
Development Program, the impact assessment can only be based on a general scenario regarding 
the location of future land uses and anticipated development areas. In general, such impacts may 
result from any of the following actions: 
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• Demolition, damage, or further deterioration of historical buildings and structures; 

• Modification of historical buildings and structures in ways that diminish their 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association; 

• Damage, destruction, or replacement of prehistoric or historical archaeological sites 
and small-scale landscape elements; 

• Development that diminishes the integrity of character-defining areas of the ranch; 

• Introduction of design elements incompatible with the historic setting, feeling, and 
associations; 

• Disruption of extant viewsheds; or 

• Disruption of traditional agricultural, ranching, and other land-use practices and 
lifeways that have been carried on for generations. 

6.2.2 Mitigation Recommendations for the Future Development Program 

The following mitigations measures may avoid, minimize, reduce, or otherwise mitigate such 
potential impacts. Depending on the nature and severity of such impacts, recommended 
mitigations may not reduce them to less than significant levels. 

1. The Santa Margarita Ranch should be nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places as a Rural Historic District. At a minimum, the NRHP nomination should 
include the following elements: 

• documentation of all extant historical buildings and structures in the ranch 
headquarters area to the level of the Historic American Building Survey (HABS), 
particularly including measured drawings and large format photographs of the 
interior and exterior of the main asistencia building, ranch house, Wells Fargo 
building, and associated structures and features; 

• reconstruction of the asistencia layout and the placement of buildings, structures, 
walls, and other features utilizing historical photographs, artwork, and other 
documentary evidence; and 

• preparation of an ethnographic history of the ranch. 

2. Stabilization, restoration, and repair of historic buildings and structures within the 
district, and particularly at the ranch headquarters. Such work should follow the 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. Roof and floor tiles, mortar, and adobe bricks from the asistencia, ranch 
house, and demolished structures should be analyzed and compared with Mission San 
Luis Obispo de Tolosa and other mission architecture. 
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3. Any new buildings or structures erected within the district should follow the design 
principles, plans, and massing of historic ranch structures, including sandstone or 
adobe construction, one-story height, gable roofs, shiplap siding, and natural 
landscaping. Landscaping should be confined to local native plants that require little 
or no irrigation. Parking areas should be minimal. 

4. A thorough archaeological and historical survey should be carried out at the ranch 
headquarters area, with particular attention to documentation and mapping of surface-
visible prehistoric and historical features.  

5. Additional archaeological and historical survey also should be carried out on other 
unsurveyed portions of the ranch, especially those subject to future development. Any 
documented cultural resources on the ranch should be avoided and protected during 
development. If resource avoidance is not feasible, then additional archival research 
and data recovery excavation should be carried out. 

6. Historic roads and other landscape remnants should be recorded and mapped in 
greater detail. In particular, a survey of El Camino Real should be carried out using 
the location on the 1858 and 1889 maps as a guide. Any remnants or other physical 
evidence of these roads should be thoroughly documented, and no development of 
any kind should be located in the path of El Camino Real or other historical 
transportation elements. 

7. Documentation and preservation of the drawings in the bunkhouse room at the ranch, 
not only for their value as folk art but also for their information on ranch history. A 
conservator should be consulted to ascertain the best method of preservation for the 
drawings. Documentation should include 8 by 10 inch large format photographs. 

8. True cluster design should be used for housing. Parcels should be close together, not 
scattered in a large area that will interfere with agricultural land. Agricultural land 
should also be left in parcels large enough to be of use on the ranch. Development 
should be located outside the boundaries of the Santa Margarita Ranch Rural Historic 
District. 

9. The current local historic place names indicate the history of the ranch and the people 
who impacted the landscape. These names should be retained and incorporated into 
future development. New place names should reflect the historical usage. 

10. Intrusions on traditional vistas on the ranch should be avoided, and views of the ranch 
headquarters and other character-defining areas should not be disrupted. In particular, 
construction should not be permitted on mountain, hill, or ridge tops that would 
obstruct mountain views. Open space should be left in natural grasses, with native 
trees and other flora. 

11. Transportation corridors should be gravel or dirt roads such as those that are currently 
on the ranch. New roads on the ranch should fit the topography; the roads should be 
narrow with no verges. Signage must be subdued, not mar or interfere with the views. 
Historic types of fencing should be used. 
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12. The traditional cattle ranching aspects of the ranch should be preserved through 
continuity of land use and preservation of agricultural lands. “CEQA includes a 
finding stating that the conversion of agricultural lands to nonagricultural uses 
threatens the long-term health of the state’s agricultural industry and the CEQA 
should play an important role in the preservation of agricultural land” (Bass et al. 
2001:103). Agricultural lands on the Santa Margarita Ranch are defined as those on 
which there is cultivation of the ground, including harvesting of crops, and the rearing 
and management of livestock. The traditional Californio ranching practices should be 
allowed to flourish within the historic ranch core. Any new cultivation or 
development of future vineyards should be located in areas where cultivation 
occurred in the past. The current pasture management program should be continued to 
include the restoration of native grasses to hillsides that are now overgrown with 
yellow star thistle. 
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APPENDIX A 
Chronology of Travel Journals  

1776:   Juan Bautista de Anza, Pedro Font, Franciso Palóu 
  Anza’s California Expeditions, Herbert Bolton, 1930. 

1829:  Alfred Robinson 
  Life in California. 
  Robinson was associated with the cattle hide trade. 

1840–1842:  Eugéne Duflot de Mofras 
Exploration du territoire de l’Orégon, des Californies et de la mer Vermeille, 
execute pendant les année 1840, 1841 et 1842. Translated in 1937 as Duflot de 
Mofras’ Travels on the Pacific Coast. 
Attaché of the French Legation to Mexico 

1846–1847:  Edwin Bryant 
  What I Saw in California. 
  Bryant was a member of Fremont’s forces. 

1849:   J. Ross Browne  
Harper’s Monthly. 
Traveler/writer. 

1854–1855: Dr. Thomas Antisell 
Geologist accompanying the Topographical Engineers of the United States 

  Survey for transcontinental railroad. 

1856:   Henry J. Miller 
  An Account of a Tour of the California Missions.  
  Miller was an artist. 

1861:   William H. Brewer 
Up and Down California in 1860–1864.  
Brewer was a member of the first geological team to survey California. 

1871:  Josephine Clifford 
  “Tropical California” in the Overland Monthly for October 1871. 

1904:   George Wharton James 
  In and Out of the Old Missions.  
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APPENDIX B 
Paintings, Drawings, and Photographs 

1864:   Edward Vischer  
Drawing of the Asistencia and vaqueros. 
Edward Vischer drawing (photograph) of Mexican vaqueros in the ruins of 
Mission Santa Margarita, with the Robinson quote on the drawing. University of 
Southern California Digital Archive. 

1870:  James Walker 
Two paintings, supposedly of the Santa Margarita, although the two paintings do 
not look familiar to ranch residents. However, it must be remembered that during 
the time Walker visited the area, Santa Margarita was used to name three land 
grants: Santa Margarita, Asuncion, and Atascadero. 

1882:   Dr. John Galway of San Francisco 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Stockton of Bakersfield donated the collection to the San Luis 
Obispo County Historical Museum. 

1883:  Henry Chapman Ford 
  Painting of the Santa Margarita Asistencia. 

Ford painted all of the California missions, as well as five asistenicias in the early 
1880s, the collection was purchased for the Mission Inn in Riverside, California, 
in the 1920s. He also completed two sketches. One is the view that he painted, the 
second is a view of the south wall, which depicts the tile roof on the far right side 
as still intact. 

1884:  Jules Tavernier 
  El Rodeo—Santa Margarita. 

Commissioned by Patrick Murphy, this is a painting of a roundup on the Santa 
Margarita ranch, with General Murphy in the foreground. Now in a private 
collection. 

1889:   Seth Jones 
Two drawings of the doors of the Asistencia are attributed to Jones, who also did 
doors at San Juan Capistrano. 
Originals are at Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley in the Robert 
B. Honeyman Collection of Early Californian and Western American Pictorial 
Material. 

1880s–1904: Unknown photographer 
Photographs of the exterior and interior of the asistencia. 
In three California Historical Society collections: Frances Rand Smith, Title 
Insurance & Trust, and C. C. Pierce. 
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1908:  Aston 
  One image of rodeo at Santa Margarita. 
  Aston was a local photographer. 

1920s:  Unknown photographer 
A series of landscape photographs of the ranch were found in a desk drawer at the 
pumping station and given to Kathy Loftus. Eight of the photographs have 
identifiable locations. Some of the photographs are of areas that are no longer part 
of the Santa Margarita Ranch.  

1951:  Charles C. Puck 
Photograph of the barn full of hay, hay hood on the east. 
Charles C. Puck was a postal worker who traveled throughout southern California 
to photograph the landscape and important historic elements during the 1940s and 
1950s. 

 




