Cold Canyon Landfill Expansion EIR VII. Environmental Analysis

VII. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

A. GROWTH INDUCING IMPACTS

The goal of the growth inducing impacts section of the EIR is to address the effects the proposed
project may have on surrounding facilities and activities by assessing the ways in which a project
could encourage population or economic growth, increase employment opportunities or
employment growth in support of an industry, or the construction of new housing or service
facilities, either directly or indirectly.

CEQA Guidelines state that in the preparation of an EIR, growth inducing impacts that need to
be addressed are such that “...foster economic or population growth, or the construction of
additional housing...remove obstacles to population growth...encourage and facilitate other
activities that could significantly affect the environment either individually or cumulatively”
(Section 15126.2 (d)). An example given is the expansion of a wastewater treatment plant
allowing for increased construction in service areas.

Based on the CEQA guidelines outlined above, the proposed project was evaluated in order to
determine if any part of the project demonstrates the potential for growth inducing impacts. The
project has been proposed in response to the potential increases in San Luis Obispo County
anticipated by the Department of Finance and by the County’s General Plan. An increasing
population generates more waste that needs to be collected and properly disposed of. Therefore,
the Landfill is expanding in response to anticipated population increases, not inducing the
increase. In addition, if the project did not move forward, residents would find an alternative
location for disposal.

The proposed project would require a maximum of approximately 41 new employees. This
increase, which would occur over a period of five or ten years, or more, would be consistent with
the general level of employment generation in the region and would be considered a less than
significant impact.

B. SIGNIFICANT IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

Section 15126.2 Part ¢ of the CEQA Guidelines states that use of nonrenewable resources during
the initial and continued phases of a proposed project may be irreversible if a large commitment
of these resources makes their removal, indirect removal, or non-use thereafter unlikely. This
section of the EIR evaluates whether the project would result in the irretrievable commitment of
resources, or would cause irreversible changes in the environment. Also, in accordance with
Section 15126.2 of the CEQA Guidelines, this section identifies any irreversible damage that
could result from environmental accidents associated with the proposed project.

The proposed project was evaluated based on the above stated conditions and was found to have
the following irreversible significant environmental changes: irreversible commitment of
resources, loss of agricultural resources, and loss of aesthetic resources.
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1. Irreversible Commitment of Resources

Non-renewable resources, such as natural gas, petroleum products, asphalt, petrochemical
construction materials, steel, copper and other metals, and sand and gravel are considered to be
commodities which are available in a finite supply. The processes that created these resources
occur over a long period of time. Therefore, the replacement of these resources would not occur
over the life of the project. To varying degrees, the aforementioned materials are all readily
available and some materials, such as asphalt or sand and gravel, are abundant. Other
commodities, such as metals, natural gas, and petroleum products, are also readily available, but
they are finite in supply given the length of time required by the natural process to create them.

The demand for all such resources is expected to increase regardless of whether or not the project
is developed. Increases in population will directly result in the need for resources. And they
would likely be committed to other projects in the region intended to meet this anticipated
growth. The landfill does benefit from having a projected approximate balance of cut and fill
material onsite, which means the project would not include the importation of new intermediate
or final cover materials, which are made from a non-renewable(in the human scale) geologic
resources. In addition, mitigation required in the Climate Change/Greenhouse Gas section,
Section V.E., of this EIR may result in a reduction in the use of petroleum products used for
energy production and in construction and haul vehicles.

2. Loss of Aesthetic/Visual Resources

As discussed in the Aesthetic Resources section, Section V.A., the project would result in
significant changes to the visual context in the surrounding area. Despite significant attempts to
mitigate visual impacts in the EIR, engineered landforms would be visible from public roads
during operation and after the Landfill has been permanently closed. Construction vehicles
would be visible during operation of the Landfill. Additional opportunities for screening are
limited given the proposed height of the final disposal area. Implementation of the project would
permanently alter the visual setting of the southern Edna Valley, between Corbett Canyon Road
and Highway 227.

3. Loss of Agricultural Resources

The project would permanently convert approximately 40 acres of soils considered of Local
Potential to another use. These resources are generally considered finite as they are a result of
the long-term interaction of climate and geology. There is no way to recreate these soils in a
meaningful way in the short- or long-term, in a way that would be considered mitigation for the
impact.
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