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Response to Comments 

PINNACLE TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 

330 Tres Pinos Road, Suite B2-12 

Hollister, California 95023 

(831) 638-9260 • FAX (831) 638-9268 

PinnacleTE.com 

 

 

 

June 20, 2009 

 

 

Keith Miller 

Morro Group, Inc. 

1422 Monterey Street, Suite C200 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

 

RE: Cold Canyon Landfill Expansion Draft EIR; San Luis Obispo County, California 

 Traffic Impact Report - Response to Comment Material 

 

The following material has been prepared in response to comments received on the Draft EIR.  

The comments are primarily regarding the project trip generation estimates used for the traffic 

analysis.  The EIR traffic report evaluates conditions associated with “average” weekday traffic 

operations (existing and proposed).  Average weekday conditions were documented using 

historical data provided by the landfill operators and new turning movement traffic count / 

vehicle classification data collected at the existing entrance.  The historical data indicates that on 

an average weekday the existing landfill generates approximately 330 vehicles (660 daily two-

way trip ends).  This data also demonstrates that the average weekday incoming landfill material 

is approximately 913 tons per day (TPD).  The existing TPD per vehicle ratio is 2.77 TPD per 

vehicle (913 TPD / 330 vehicles). 

 

The DEIR Traffic Impact Report (March 3, 2008) provides a more detailed description of the 

project trip generation estimates.  The estimates were derived using the historical landfill data 

(operational levels, daily and hourly traffic data, etc.) and various assumptions for each project 

component.  Data published in the ITE Trip Generation report was also referenced to quantify 

the number of trips associated with the existing employees.  It was estimated that about 18% of 

the total daily traffic was attributable to the existing employees (118 ADT).  The remaining 542 

ADT was attributable to small, median and large vehicles-trucks (82% of existing traffic).  The 

project trip generation quantities estimated for the proposed “average” weekday conditions was 

860 ADT (a net increase of +200 ADT).  Comments received on the DEIR suggested using the 

TPD per vehicle ratio to estimate the project trips associated with the proposed permit.  The 

existing permit allows up to 542 vehicles per day (1,084 two way trip ends).  Average weekday 

operations generate about 61% of the existing permitted limit (330/542).  The current daily 

tonnage limit is 1,620 TPD (Table III-2); which is approximately 2.99 TPD per vehicle (1,620 

TPD / 542 vehicles per day).  The project proposes an increase in the daily tonnage limit to 2,500 

TPD (+880 TPD).  To present a “worst” case analysis the project trips associated with the 

proposed permit limits were estimated using the 2.77 TPD per vehicle ratio.  Table 1 presents a 

summary of the trip generation characteristics using the daily tonnage and vehicle limits. 
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Table 1 - Landfill Trip Generation Characteristics 

Study Scenario 

Material 

Received 

(TPD) 

Number of 

Daily Vehicles 

TPD per 

Vehicle Ratio 

Existing Landfill Operations: 

Average Weekday (a) - 

Permit Limits (b) -  

 

913 

1,620 (c) 

 

330 

542 (c) 

 

2.77 

2.99 

Proposed Landfill Operations: 

Average Weekday (a) - 

Permit Limits (b) -  

 

1,410 

2,500 (d) 

 

510 

904 

 

2.77 

2.77 (e) 

   (a) Ave. weekday operations generate 61% of daily trip permit limit (330/542). 

   (b) Ave. weekday operations receive 56% of daily tonnage permit limit (913/1,620). 

   (c) Existing permit limit. 

   (d) Proposed permit limit. 

   (e) TPD per vehicle ratio representing worst case scenario (permit limits).  

 

The data in Table 1 demonstrates that the proposed operations will generate approximately 1,020 

ADT (510 daily vehicles x 2) associated with average weekday operations and 1,808 ADT (904 

daily vehicles x 2) associated with daily permit limit operations (2,500 TPD).  The net increase 

associated with the proposed project will vary from +360 ADT (average weekday conditions) to 

+724 ADT (daily permit conditions).  Using this methodology yields about 19% more project 

trips than estimated for average weekday traffic conditions in Table V.J.-4 of the DEIR (1,020 

ADT vs. 860 ADT).  Proposed permit limit conditions could generate up to 2.74 times existing 

average weekday conditions (904/330). 

 

The cumulative intersection “levels of service” (LOS) values were evaluated to determine if the 

higher trip generation associated the proposed permit conditions (average weekday and permit 

limit) will impact traffic operations on SR 227.  The results of the cumulative LOS analysis are 

presented in Table 2. 

 

Table 2 - Cumulative Peak Hour LOS Analysis (Permit Limit) 

Vehicle Delay - LOS Value 

With Project 
Study Intersection 

Peak 

Hour 
Without 

Project Average 

Weekday 

Permit 

Limit 

SR 227 / Proposed Driveway (a) 

            Westbound Approach (b) 
 

 

 

AM 

 
 

PM 

 

1.0 - A 

(15.3 - C) 
 

0.6 - A 

(13.5 - B) 

1.4 - A 

(16.2 - C) 
 

2.0 - A 

(14.1 - B) 

2.4 - A 

(17.9 - C) 
 

3.8 - A 

(18.0 - C) 

  (a) Total average delay - LOS value 

  (b) Stop sign controlled, approach delay - LOS value 
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The LOS analysis indicates that vehicle delays will be within acceptable limits during both the 

AM and PM weekday commuter peak periods, as defined by San Luis Obispo County (LOS C) 

and Caltrans (LOS C/D).  Total cumulative daily traffic volumes on SR 227 adjacent to the 

project site will remain within the LOS B range (2 lane rural highway 4,000-8,000 ADT). 

 

The DEIR Traffic Impact Report also includes an evaluation of the potential safety impacts to 

operations on SR 227.  Project off-site improvements include a separate southbound left turn 

lane and northbound acceleration lane on SR 227 (at new driveway).  Off-site improvements 

within the State R/W shall be designed according to current Caltrans standards (ie: lane and 

shoulder widths, etc).  The southbound left turn lane shall include the appropriate deceleration 

and storage area for large vehicles.  The northbound acceleration lane shall provide adequate 

area for large vehicles to accelerate to an appropriate speed as defined by Caltrans prior to 

entering the northbound travel lane.  Based on the “level of significance” criteria defined in the 

DEIR, the project will not significantly impact traffic operations on SR 227 provided that the off-

site access improvements are constructed prior to development of the proposed project.  Material 

presented in this letter does not change the conclusions presented in the DEIR.  Please contact 

me if you have any questions regarding my response material. 

 

Pinnacle Traffic Engineering 

 

 

 

 

Larry D. Hail, CE, TE, PTOE 

President 
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