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(cont’d) 
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Responses to Associated Transportation Engineers’ Comments  
(Exhibit LV-19) 

 
Comment 

No. Comment 

LV19-1 Please refer to specific responses to comments below. 
LV19-2 Please refer to specific responses to comments below. 

LV19-3 
Please refer to response to comment LV19-4 below.  Final EIR Section V.N. Transportation and 
Circulation clarifies the number of trips that would be generated by the project during the p.m. peak 
hour, which would exacerbate existing congestion on deficient roadways. 

LV19-4 

EIR Section V.N. Transportation and Circulation, 6. Project-specific Impacts and Mitigation, TR 
Impact 4 discussion and impact determination has been clarified to recognize that the additional trips 
created by the project would not result in a noticeable increase in congestion on the Highway 101 
Mainline.  The impact determination regarding the North Thompson Road and Los Berros Road 
ramps remains the same.  Please refer to EIR Section V.N. Transportation and Circulation, Figure 
V.N.-5 Project Trip Assignment.  During the p.m. peak hour, implementation of the project would add 
29 trips to the northbound Highway 101 off-ramp, 34 trips to the northbound Highway 101 on-ramp, 
46 trips to the southbound Highway 101 off-ramp, and 21 trips to the southbound Highway 101 on-
ramp.  These additional trips would add one additional passenger car per mile per lane on the 
affected ramp junctions.  Based on review by County Public Works and Caltrans, the effect would be 
significant, and mitigation is recommended.  

LV19-5 

The Transportation Concept Report US 101 District 5 (August 2013) does not identify a target level 
of service for U.S. Highway 101 in the Nipomo Area.  The report notes that: “2010 base year 
projections show high levels and demand exceeding capacity for much of the segment, with a LOS 
ranging from D‐F. By the 2035 horizon year, these levels are expected to increase in severity with a 
large portion of the segment projected to operate at LOS F by 2035” (page 60).  As stated in the 
Caltrans Guide for the Preparation of Traffic Impact Studies, “Caltrans endeavors to maintain a 
target LOS at the transition between LOS C and LOS D on State highway facilities, however, 
Caltrans acknowledges that this may not always be feasible and recommends that the lead agency 
consult with Caltrans to determine the appropriate target LOS” (page 1).  Public Works at Caltrans 
were consulted upon initiation of the EIR, including review and approval of study methodology and 
thresholds of significance. 

LV19-6 
Please refer to responses to comments LV19-3 and LV19-4 above. Please note that mitigation is 
identified for improvements to the Highway 101/North Thompson Road/Los Berros Road on and off-
ramps; implementation of noted mitigation would reduce the identified significant effect to the ramp 
junctions to less than significant. 

LV19-7 Please refer to responses to comments LV19-4 and LV19-5 above. 

LV19-8 
Please refer to responses to comments LV19-4 and LV19-5 above.  The proposed project would not 
add just one trip, it would add 130 trips to the ramps during the p.m. peak hour.  Based on review by 
County Public Works and Caltrans, a significant impact would occur, and mitigation is warranted.  

LV19-9 
Based on consultation with County Public Works, implementation and operation of the Willow Road 
Interchange would not have a significant change on the traffic analysis conducted for the project, or 
the findings (County Public Works 2011). 

LV19-10 

As noted in EIR Section V.N. Transportation and Circulation TR Impact 10: “The proposed control of 
the emergency vehicle access at Laetitia Vineyard Drive does not guarantee emergency-only 
access, because residents could open and close the gate for non-emergency use.” As documented 
in the EIR, the intersection operates at LOS F during the peak hour, and the addition of new 
residential trips would be significant.  Additional correspondence from Caltrans (May 9, 2014) states 
that use of this driveway for secondary access “would constitute an unapproved use” because the 
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Comment 
No. Comment 

existing encroachment permit for the driveway access onto Highway 101 is identified for use as a 
winery and tasting room.  In addition, use of this driveway for secondary access would “create its 
own set of public safety and traffic operations problems” (Caltrans 2014).   The County and Caltrans 
considered the applicant’s statements, and maintain that the impact would be significant and 
unavoidable. 

LV19-11 

As noted in Final EIR Section V.N. Transportation and Circulation Cumulative Impact TR Impact 13: 
“The proposed control of the emergency vehicle access at Laetitia Vineyard Drive does not 
guarantee emergency-only access, because the gate could physically be opened for non-emergency 
use, significantly contributing to the cumulative degradation of this intersection.”  As documented in 
the EIR, the intersection would operate at LOS F under cumulative conditions, and the addition of 
trips would be cumulatively considerable. The County and Caltrans considered the applicant’s 
statements, and maintain that the impact would be significant and unavoidable. 

LV19-12 
Please refer to responses to comments LV19-4 and LV19-5, above.  The proposed project would not 
add just one trip; it would add 130 trips to the ramps during the p.m. peak hour.  Based on review by 
County Public Works and Caltrans, a significant cumulative impact would occur, and mitigation is 
warranted. 

LV19-13 The commenter’s statements are noted. 
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Responses to RRM Design Group’s Comments  
(Exhibit LV-20) 

 
Comment 

No. Comment 

LV20-1 Refer to responses to comments LV16, LV17, LV18, and LV19 above. 
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Responses to Sirius Environmental’ s Comments  
(Exhibit LV-21) 

 
Comment 

No. Comment 

LV21-1 The commenter’s statements are noted and will be considered by the County decision makers. 
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Responses to Cleath-Harris Geologists, Inc.’s Comments  
(Exhibit LV-22) 

 
Comment 

No. Comment 

LV22-1 Please refer to responses to specific comments below, and as addressed in responses to comments 
to WRAC and responses to previous comments (CHG 2012). 

LV22-2 
Please refer to Recirculated and Final EIR Section V.P. Water Resources, and responses to 
comment letters WRAC(a) and WRAC(b), which were prepared based on review of comments 
submitted by CHG and WRAC.  References to applicable responses are noted below. 

LV22-3 Please refer to responses to comment WRAC(b)-10 regarding rainfall. 

LV22-4 Please refer to responses to comments WRAC(b)-11 and WRAC(b)-12 regarding increased water 
demand in the Los Berros Creek watershed. 

LV22-5 Please refer to response to comment WRAC(b)-15 regarding impacts to Los Berros Creek from 
current operations. 

LV22-6 Please refer to responses to comments WRAC(b)-16 through WRAC(b)-18 regarding water levels in 
vineyard wells. 

LV22-7 Please refer to responses to comments WRAC(b)-22 through WRAC(b)-23 regarding agricultural 
water demand. 

LV22-8 Please refer to responses to comments WRAC(b)-24 through WRAC(b)-26 regarding irrigation data. 
LV22-9 Please refer to response to comment WRAC(b)-31 regarding sustainability. 

LV22-10 Please refer to response to comment WRAC(b)-32 regarding the balance between withdrawals and 
recharge. 

LV22-11 Please refer to referenced responses below. 

LV22-12 Please refer to responses to comments WRAC(b)-1 through WRAC(b)-44, which address this 
attached letter. 

LV22-13 The referenced document was considered in the EIR analysis and responses to CHG and WRAC. 
LV22-14 The referenced document is included in the EIR (Appendix H). 

LV22-15 

Please refer to responses to comments LV11-6 through LV11-24 (copy of Cleath-Harris Geologists 
letter dated December 4, 1012).  Please refer to Recirculated and Final EIR Section V.P. Water 
Resources, and responses to comment letters WRAC(a) and WRAC(b), which were prepared based 
on review of comments submitted by CHG and WRAC.  References to applicable responses are 
noted below. 

LV22-16 Please refer to response to comment LV11-7. 
LV22-17 Please refer to response to comment LV11-8. 
LV22-18 Please refer to response to comment LV11-9. 
LV22-19 Please refer to response to comment LV11-10. 
LV22-20 Please refer to response to comment LV11-11. 
LV22-21 Please refer to response to comment LV11-12. 
LV22-22 Please refer to response to comment LV11-13. 
LV22-23 Please refer to response to comment LV11-14. 
LV22-24 Please refer to response to comment LV11-15. 
LV22-25 Please refer to response to comment LV11-16. 
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Comment 
No. Comment 

LV22-26 Please refer to response to comment LV11-17. 
LV22-27 Please refer to response to comment LV11-18. 
LV22-28 Please refer to response to comment LV11-19. 
LV22-29 Please refer to response to comment LV11-20. 
LV22-30 Please refer to response to comment LV11-21. 
LV22-31 Please refer to response to comment LV11-22. 
LV22-32 Please refer to response to comment LV11-23. 
LV22-33 Please refer to response to comment LV11-24. 
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Responses to RRM Design Group’s Comments  
(Exhibit LV-23) 

 
Comment 

No. Comment 

LV23-1 Please refer to responses to comment letters LV17, LV21, and LV22. 
 


