
August 3, 2011 

John McKenzie, Project Manager 
County Planning & Building Department 
976 Osos Street, Room 300 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 
 
Re: Exceleron/Mankins Project and Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) 

Regarding the Exceleron Project, I would like to communicate my concerns regarding certain 
risks and how I believe they can be, at least partially, mitigated.  Since the applicant is a 
petroleum exploration company, it is VERY likely to sell its interests to a petroleum development 
company, who in turn would likely sell to a petroleum production company, each with its own 
goals and management teams.  This is the typical evolution of an oil field development project.  
A new management team could bring with it a shift in project goals and priorities.  This potential 
shift represents a significant risk for both the community and the County of San Luis Obispo.  
Even in the unlikely event that the applicant decides to move into field development and 
production, we should be equally concerned with these risks since existing management could 
decide to change their goals and directions.   

The applicant has stated that they do not intend to frac, since the shale is already fractured.  
While that may be their current intent, there is no guarantee that they or their successor won’t 
decide to frac later.  It would be prudent to mitigate this potential risk by a specific prohibition to 
frac through a condition of approval.  The condition of approval should spell out the prohibitions, 
how must the applicant proceed if they desire to frac, and the suspension of the CUP if they are 
noncompliant. 

Another big risk is the possibility for the Applicant, or its successor, to pursue its “legal right” to 
use “legal vehicles” on and across Huasna Road.  The San Luis Obispo County Department of 
Public Works has already acknowledged that “if the road is considered a public road open to all 
vehicular traffic (as is the case of Huasna Road), there is no legal authority to restrict said 
traffic.”   The County of San Luis Obispo Planning Department plans to mitigate this risk by 
specifying the haul route to be across the Porter Ranch Road.  The Department of Public Works 
goes a little farther by adding specificity to these requirements, which is a step in the right 
direction.  But absent a specific prohibition of the use of Huasna Road, the applicant 
could have a legitimate argument to opt to use Huasna Road, especially when Porter 
Ranch Road is closed due to weather. 

I recommend the County add a condition of approval specifically prohibiting the use of 
Huasna Road for all Material/Product Hauling and Large Construction Equipment, similar 
to the condition of approval that the County of Santa Barbara used for the Diamond Rock 
Sand, Gravel Mine and Processing Facility.  Attached is a copy of said condition of approval 
(Item #34.) 

I recommend that the condition have certain specific inclusions: 

1. Prohibits truck traffic through the nearby town of Arroyo Grande. 



2. Specifically prohibits the use of said vehicles on the following routes: Huasna Townsite 
north of the exit from Mankins Ranch, Huasna Road, Branch Mill Road, School Road, 
East Cherry Lane, and Traffic Way. 

3. Specifically prohibit the increase in number of Truck Trips per day beyond that stated in 
the EIR. 

4. Any proposed change to the truck trip limitations shall require the project applicant to file 
an application to modify the project’s Condition of Approval. 

5. State that the violation of this condition alone will trigger the suspension of the project’s 
Conditional Use Permit until the approval of a modification to said CUP. 

The inclusion of a condition of approval which meets these ends will serve two purposes.  First, 
it will deter the applicant from considering the use of an alternate route when they are forced to 
shut down production due to Porter Ranch Road being closed for weather.  And second, it will 
strengthen the County of San Luis Obispo’s position to enforce the provisions of the Conditional 
Use Permit, if issued. 

 
Grant Dorman 
8990 Huasna Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420  

 






