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The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimate that carbon monoxide kills approximately 
500 people each year and injures another 20,000 people nationwide.  In an effort to prevent these 
accidental deaths and injuries, the California legislature enacted SB 183 (Lowenthal) which mandates 
owners of dwelling intended for human occupancy to install carbon monoxide devices in existing dwelling 
units having a fossil fuel burning heater or appliance, fireplace, or attached garage. 
 
CO devices must be installed in all specified single-family dwellings by July 1, 2011.  All other 
specified dwelling units must have CO devices installed by January 1, 2013. 
 
The Office of the State Fire Marshal (SFM) has developed a list of certified CO devices that meet the 
requirement specified within the Carbon Monoxide Poisoning Prevention Act of 2010.  For a complete list of 
currently approved devices please visit the SFM’s website at 
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/licensinglistings/licenselisting_bml_searchcotest.php.  Under the search categories 
provided select Carbon Monoxide Alarms and Carbon Monoxide Detectors for a complete list of devices. 
 
The 2013 California Residential Code Requires: 
 
R315.1 Carbon monoxide alarms. For new construction, an approved carbon monoxide alarm shall be 
installed in dwelling units and in sleeping units within which fuel-burning appliances are installed and in 
dwelling units that have attached garages. Carbon monoxide alarms shall be listed as complying with UL 
2034 and be installed and maintained in accordance with NFPA 720 and the manufacturer’s instructions. 
 
R315.2 Where required in existing dwellings. Where a permit is required for alterations, repairs or 
additions exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), existing dwellings or sleeping units that have attached 
garages or fuel-burning appliances shall be provided with a carbon monoxide alarm in accordance with 
Section R315.1. Carbon monoxide alarms shall only be required in the specific dwelling unit or sleeping 
unit for which the permit was obtained. 
 
Carbon monoxide alarms required by Sections R315.1 and R315.2 shall be installed in the following 
locations: 
 
1. Outside of each separate dwelling unit sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedroom(s). 
 
2. On every level of a dwelling unit including basements. 
 
3. Multiple detectors are to be interconnected to sound together. 
 
 
For a full list of this legislation’s stipulations please review the Department of Housing and Community 
Development’s Information Bulletin 2011-01 at http://www.hcd.ca.gov/codes/shl/infobulls/IB2011-01.pdf. 
 
 
For a pdf copy of the 2013 California Building Standards please go to 
https://law.resource.org/pub/us/code/bsc.ca.gov/ 
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