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Nipomo Area Residents Removing  
Lawns at Record Pace 

When it comes to water conservation, residents of the Nipomo Mesa Water Conservation 
Area are enthusiastic to save. The County adopted Nipomo’s “Cash for Grass” Program on 
October 27, 2015. The response from residents eager to remove their lawns been impres-
sive.  
 
One of the first participants, John Ferebee, decided to remove his front lawn because, “We 
wanted to reduce the amount of water (money) used to maintain the grass and have a mod-
ern, clean, and updated look.” Planning staff noticed that many residents interested in the 
program were a little unsure of where to begin, so we asked John for some advice.  
 
“We had a general idea of what we wanted, but the landscaping company we used showed 
us examples of what we could do better. We also drove around our area and looked at com-
pleted projects and took photos of the things we liked. It took us a cou-

Continued on page 4 

The Planning Network 

We’re on the web! 

http://SLOPLANNING.ORG 

Transformed Ferebee Lawn 



 

Meet the Staff — Ian Landreth 
Every quarter, a different staff member will be fea tured.  
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Hi, I’m Ian Landreth, and I am a Re-
source Protection Specialist assigned 
to the Code Enforcement Section of 
the Planning & Building Department. 
 
I was born in Lompoc but did most of 
my growing up in Santa Maria where 
both of my parents still live. I have 
one older sister who lives in Los An-
geles with my brother-in-law and 
niece who just turned one!. 
 
I attended Cal Poly where I received 
my bachelor’s degree in Forestry and 
Natural Resources. While in school I 
worked for the U.S. Forest Service as 
a wildland firefighter on the Santa Lu-
cia Ranger District Crew 7. After 
graduating I switched gears and began 
working in the environmental consult-
ing field which then led me to my po-

sition with the County of San Luis 
Obispo. 
 
In my free time I like to hike, 
camp, surf, bodyboard, Frisbee 
golf, and sit at home watching 
Netflix or Hulu. A good rule of 
thumb for me is that I will try an-
ything at least once. 
 
I’m getting married in September, 
and I couldn’t be more excited! 
My fiancée and I live in SLO with 
our two cats Giz (Gizmo) and 
Sox. We enjoy all of the things 
the city has to offer, from the 
weekly farmers market to hiking 
Bishop’s Peak. 
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By David Rose 

Inspection Tips—Tankless Water Heaters  

 

This month’s inspection tips article 
will cover the benefits of energy effi-
cient gas and propane tankless water 
heaters. The most common style of 
water heater, the 30+ gallon tank style 
water heater, uses a conventional 
standing pilot light that is constantly 
burning. Much smaller in size than its 
conventional cousin, a tankless water 
heater uses completely different tech-
nology to heat water for domestic use. 
 
Once water enters the heater, a flow 
sensor detects the water flow so the 
computer automatically ignites the 
burner and water circulates through the 
heat exchanger. At this point the heat 
exchanger heats the water to the desig-
nated temperature and hot water is de-
livered to the open outlet source(s), 
such as a shower, tub, faucet, dish-
washer and/or washing machine. 
When the outlet source is turned off 
the tankless water heater completely 

 

 shuts down operation. 
 
No pilot light saves money!! So you're 
"Going Green" by eliminating standby 
heat loss and energy consumption, sig-
nificantly reducing your utility gas bill). 
And because of the on-demand func-
tionality of the heater you will not be 
unnecessarily heating water at night or 
while you’re sleeping or while you’re 
on vacation.  
 
If your old tank-style water heater is 
taking up too much room in the garage, 
then go tankless! Simply attach the unit 
to the wall—it's only the size of a small 
suitcase!! Problem solved!! There are 
even models that may be installed on 
the exterior of your home, helping you 
save even more room!! 
 
And tankless water hearters are a smart 
investment too as you can increase your 
home’s value with new technology and 

improve your Home Energy Rating 
System (HERS) index score. There are 
also energy efficiency rebates available 
and tax credits that serve to make your 
purchase much more affordable. 
 
Schedule your new tankless water heat-
er inspection on the Internet at sloplan-
ning.org/inspections, request #356 
rough inspection or #808 final inspec-
tion. 

Rinnai Tankless Water Heater 

Photo by David Rose 

Tank vs Tankless Annual Costs 
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Attention Nipomo Residents—Cash for Grass! 

 

continued from page 1 
Newly Imagined Nipomo Lawns 

By Cheryl Cochran 

ple of months of planning.” John’s advice 
to anyone considering a lawn conversion 
project is: “Spend enough time doing re-
search and looking at recently completed 
jobs in your area. Find someone with very 
good references to do the project and be 
open to their suggestions. Companies that 
do this everyday know what works well 
and what doesn’t.  Listen to them.  Re-
member, plants grow, so don’t over do it. 
Bark and rock cost about the same. Bark 
fades, breaks down, has to be replaced, 
and the drip lines have a tendency to start 
showing. Rock or gravel lasts much long-
er, comes in different shapes, sizes, colors, 
and holds the drip lines in place.” 
 
The County’s program is also available in 
the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin. Staff 
expects the response rate there to increase 
as advertising efforts are redoubled and as 
the weather warms up. Both programs are 
part of the implementation of the state’s newly adopted water conservation programs and ultimately help new develop-
ment applicants meet water offset requirements. The programs are ongoing based on funding availability.  Find program 
details and the application at sloplanning.org/cash-for-grass. For anyone outside of these two areas, the state’s Cash for 
Grass program is ongoing. Details of that program are available at www.saveourwaterrebates.org. 

 

Ferebee Lawn-Before 
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Sprawling green lawns are no longer the norm in California. Last November, the County adopted the Department of Water Resource’s 
Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance. All local jurisdictions were required to do so due to the Governor’s Executive Order 
(E.O. B-29-15). The requirements primarily affect new construction applicants, who need to submit a landscape documentation pack-
age with any building permit associated with new or renovated landscape area of 500 square feet or more.  
 
Many projects will be able to meet a simple prescriptive compliance option, available for those proposing 500 to 2,500 square feet of 
landscaping. This requires that most or all plants be climate adapted, meaning they require little water, and that irrigation systems meet 
efficiency requirements. In addition, no more than 25% of total landscaped can area be turf in residential areas and turf is not allowed 
in non-residential areas. 
 
Landscape areas over 2,500 square feet need to meet more complex requirements and will require the services of a landscape profes-
sional to prepare water budget calculations and design plans. In addition to all of the above requirements, a dedicated landscape meter 
is required for new commercial landscape areas greater than 1000 square feet and for residential areas greater than 5000 square feet.  
In order to implement the requirements building permit applicants will be asked to provide information about the size and type of their 
landscaping, and will be directed to complete either the prescriptive compliance option or the full landscape documentation package 
prior to issuance. 
 
For more information on the new landscaping requirements, visit http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/New_Water_Requirements/
New_Landscaping_Requirements.htm 

By Cheryl Ku 
New Landscaping Requirements 
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Before the industrial revolution, most folks were focused on survival – shelter, food, basic comforts, and most importantly, water. Fast 
forward to our fast-paced, busy society, and most people have not had to worry about whether water will come out of the faucet. The 
ongoing drought—precipitation in most areas of the County is still below average as of mid-March—has exacerbated already declining 
water resources and impacts are now being felt.  
 

• In many of our populated areas (areas where urban, rural, environmental and agricultural demand are concentrated to-
gether), demand for water is greater than what current water supply portfolios and local nature can provide over time 
(including wet “ El Nino” years and dry cycles) to prevent significant impacts. 

 
• A combination of supply enhancement (e.g. recycled water, desalination, stormwater capture, etc.) and demand manage-

ment (anything from lawn removal to growth restrictions to pumping restrictions) will be necessary to meet long term 
sustainability goals for our comprehensive environment (i.e. way of life, groundwater basins, ecosystems, etc.). 

 
• Through this combination, the quantity of water needed to meet demand over time will equate to that needed to fix exist-

ing deficiencies (e.g. stabilizing groundwater levels), accommodate growth (which is its own debate), and be resilient 
(weathering the drought cycles – no pun intended). 

 
What is the effect of this year’s El Nino? Not much – it looks like it will be another annual data point in the ongoing battle to balance 
the ins and outs over time. What is the effect of this drought cycle? This will be important to understand if it is to be the new normal—
how conservative do we need to be in reducing use and/or paying for additional supply to support demand through longer drought cy-
cles? How much do we need in our water savings account? How far are people and businesses willing to reduce demand and for how 
long? How much are people and businesses willing to pay to build more water supply projects? What is fair? Did I mention the fish? 
Communities are actively facing these tough financial and philosophical choices, and the pendulum is swinging back to a balance of 
valuing our limited, vital resource and making it a priority so that we can maintain a reasonable quality of life.   

Re-Valuing Water 
By: Courtney Howard 

G u e s t  C o r n e r  

Title here 
 

www.SLOCountyWater.org 
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Changing Faces Around The Office 

 
 

The Department is actively recruiting for a Planner II and a Resource Specialist.. Please visit https://
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/slocountyca for more information. 



 

April 4-6   Planners @ AEP Conference, San Diego 
April 13-14   Planners @ National Human Services Data Consortium, LA 
April 16   Energy Team will have a booth @ Atascadero Zoo Conservation Celebration  
April 22   Earth Day & Passover begins @ sundown 
April 24   Energy Team will have a booth @ Earth Day Celebration, El Chorro Park 
May 8   Mother’s Day 
May 14-15 Energy Team will have a booth @ SLO Inspired Home Expo, Madonna Inn 
May 30   Memorial Day 
June 19   Father’s Day  
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Upcoming Events… 

Like us on Facebook to keep 

up to date with meetings, 

workshops, news and      

upcoming events. 

Subscribe and watch  

us on YouTube 

We appreciate your business 

and want to hear from you! 

What’s the strangest thing you have ever eaten? 

Jeff Legato, GIS Analyst 
 

“While on vacation in Mexico, we had cabeza tacos.” 

Kevin Method, Administrative Assistant  
 
“When I was growing up, my family raised lots of animals. After a 
morning of butchering the bunnies my dad would fry up the rabbit 
hearts. Makes for a good snack!” 

Ryan Donalies, Automation Specialist 
 

“I was having a great time and drinking beer at my wedding 
reception in Moldova. The waitstaff was bringing out food and 

set down a plate of pig ears in front of me. I thought 
“everything goes with beer.” It wasn’t good… not at all.” 

Terry Medzyk, Automation Specialist 
 

“When I was in elementary school we used to make salt maps for history 
class. One day while my mom was making a cake, my brother offered 
me a huge spoon-full of lovely pink fluffy "frosting". I hungrily put it in 
my mouth to find it was the salt map mixture for Argentina. Yuck!” 

Mike Stoker, Building Division Supervisor  
 

“I guess you can say the weirdest things I have eaten were 
grasshoppers, crickets, beetles, and other insects while training 
as an infantryman in the US Army. You just need to remember 
to bite and chew fast, or they will keep kicking.” 


