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1.1 CONTENTS OF THE FINAL EIR

This Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is an informational document prepared by the County of
San Luis Obispo to evaluate the environmental impacts of the proposed Renewable Energy
Streamlining Program (Program; RESP). The primary objectives of the EIR process under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) are to inform decision-makers and the public about
a project’s potential significant environmental effects, identify possible ways to minimize
significant effects, and consider reasonable alternatives to the project. This EIR has been
prepared in accordance with Public Resources Code (PRC) Sections 21000-21177 and the State
CEQA Guidelines.

The purpose of an EIR is to identify a project’s significant effects on the environment, to identify
alternatives to the project, and to indicate the manner in which those significant effects can be
mitigated or avoided (PRC Section 21002.1[a]). Comments from the public and from public
agencies on the environmental effects of a project must be made to lead agencies as soon as
possible in the review of environmental documents, including, but not limited to, draft EIRs and
negative declarations, in order to allow the lead agency to identify, at the earliest possible time
in the environmental review process, potential significant effects of a project, alternatives, and
mitigation measures that would substantially reduce the effects (PRC Section 21003.1[a]).

As prescribed by State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15088 and 15132, the lead agency, the County
of San Luis Obispo, is required to evaluate comments on environmental issues received from
persons who have reviewed the Draft EIR and prepare written responses to these comments. This
document, together with the Draft EIR (incorporated by reference in accordance with State
CEQA Guidelines Section 15150), will comprise the Final EIR for the proposed Program. Pursuant
to CEQA requirements, the County of San Luis Obispo must certify the Final EIR as complete and
adequate prior to adoption of the proposed RESP.

This Final EIR contains individual responses to each letter and e-mail received during the public
review period for the Draft EIR (November 17, 2014 to January 2, 2015, see Final EIR Appendix
1.0). In accordance with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15088(b), the written responses describe
the disposition of any significant environmental issues raised.

1.2 EIR CERTIFICATION PROCESS AND PROGRAM APPROVAL

In accordance with the requirements of CEQA and the procedures of the County of San Luis
Obispo, the Board of Supervisors must certify the Final EIR as complete and adequate prior to
taking action on the proposed program. Once the EIR is certified and all information considered,
using its independent judgment, the County can take action to go forward with the proposed
Program, make changes, or select an alternative to the proposed RESP.
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