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DATE:  November 14, 2014 

 

TO: Interested Parties and Agencies FROM: Department of Planning and  

  Building 

  976 Osos Street, Room 200 

  San Luis Obispo, CA  93408-2040 

 

PROJECT TITLE: San Luis Obispo County Renewable Energy Streamlining Program 

   SCH No. 2014041090 (LRP2014-00015) 

 

PROJECT APPLICANT: County of San Luis Obispo 

 

RESPONSES DUE BY: January 2, 2015 
 
The County of San Luis Obispo is the lead agency for the proposed Renewable Energy 
Streamlining Program (RESP) and has prepared an environmental impact report (EIR) to 
analyze the potential environmental effects associated with its adoption and implementation, 
pursuant to CEQA. The Draft EIR, State Clearinghouse Number 2014041090, is available for 
public review and can be downloaded from the County of San Luis Obispo website at 
www.sloplanning.org on November 17, 2014. A printed copy of the RESP DEIR will also be 
available for review at County of San Luis Obispo, Department of Planning and Building, 976 
Osos Street, Room 200, San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 (8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday through Friday).  
 
The RESP consists of revisions to the inland Land Use Ordinance (LUO, Title 22) to streamline 
the development of distributed renewable energy resources, as well as associated revisions to 
the County’s General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element and Williamson Act Rules of 
Procedure. Distributed energy resources may either be connected to the electric grid or serve 
on-site uses in stand-alone applications. The focus of the RESP is to support distributed solar 
energy facilities, but also includes updates for other technologies such as wind energy 
conversion facilities. Code updates will provide greater certainty for renewable energy 
development and adopt performance standards that will reduce barriers to permitting certain 
renewable energy technologies.  
 
A new RE Combining Designation will be created in Chapter 22.14 of the LUO (and described in 
the Framework for Planning, Part I of the General Plan Land Use and Circulation Elements) to 
provide ministerial permits for a range of solar energy facilities. Additional studies may be 
required based on the presence of site-specific issues or the scale of the renewable energy 
facility.  
 
Discretionary review may be triggered within the RE Combining Designation by larger projects 
that require additional standards or conditions of approval. LUO Chapter 22.32 (Energy 
Generating Facilities) will be updated to provide development standards and performance 
criteria for renewable energy technologies proposed throughout the project boundaries. These 
revisions include streamlined permit review for certain types of renewable energy facilities and 
foster greater clarity and transparency in the renewable energy entitlement process. New 

http://www.sloplanning.org/
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content in Chapter 22.32 would simplify and standardize the application and entitlement process 
for all solar electric facilities (SEF) and wind energy conversion systems (WECS) countywide, 
both within and outside of the RE Combining Designation. 
 
While the proposed RESP includes numerous performance standards designed to minimize the 
potential for environmental impact, the Draft EIR concludes that significant unavoidable and 
adverse impacts may occur in the CEQA resource categories of aesthetics and visual 
resources; land use and planning; and agricultural resources.  
 
The proposed RESP does not directly propose projects on any of the sites enumerated under 
Section 65962.5 of the Government Code, nor would projects associated with the Program be a 
hazardous waste facility, land designated as hazardous waste property, or a designated 
hazardous waste disposal site as reported on the California Department of Toxic Substances 

Control EnviroStor website: http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/. Any subsequent 

renewable energy project proposed on a hazardous property would be required to comply with 
all California, federal, and local laws and regulations intended to prevent adverse public health 
conditions associated with these sites, representing no change from current requirements. 
 
In accordance with Sections 15072(a) and (b) of the CEQA Guidelines, this Public Notice is 
posted to officially notify the public, public agencies, and responsible and trustee agencies that 
the public review period will commence on Monday, November 17, 2014, and conclude on 
Friday, January 2, 2015. Any written comments on the Draft EIR must be submitted no later 
than 5 p.m. on January 2, 2015.  
 
Please direct comments to: James Caruso 
    County of San Luis Obispo, Department of Planning and Building 
    976 Osos Street, Room 200 
    San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 
 
Comments may also be e-mailed to jcaruso@co.slo.ca.us.  
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