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Subject: [ACT] Pressure's On: Join us this Thursday to demand a revote!
To: charles varni <charles@varni.org>


	charles -- 
This Thursday, May 26, the SLO County Planning Commission has an opportunity to reconsider their decision to ask for findings for approval of the Phillips 66 oil trains project.
We need you there to urge Planning Commissioners to do the right thing and deny the Phillips 66 oil trains project now. Click here to RSVP!
Under Robert’s Rules of Order, on May 26 the SLO Planning Commission can choose to add the Phillips 66 project back on the agenda for their following meeting on June 9. At the May 16 hearing, it was clear that the commission was wavering on their decision. Aside from all the obvious public health and safety impacts of the oil trains project, here are some really important reasons that the commission needs to reconsider their vote now:

· The commission wants conditions for approval that are not legally enforceable. During the May 16 hearing, the commission indicated that it could approve the project only if certain conditions were met, like having upgraded tank cars and positive train control. However, even Phillips 66’s lawyers admitted that most of those conditions would be unenforceable due to federal control of the railroads.

· The commission is wasting precious county staff time. By asking SLO County’s staff to draft recommendations for approval for a project the Commission has not yet approved, the commission is dedicating a tremendous amount of county staff resources to defend a dangerous project that staff already recommended for denial.

· The commission’s decision is legally risky. 26 California Cities and Counties and 18 school boards have formally urged SLO County to reject the project. By moving forward with a legally shaky approval, SLO is opening itself up to a liability disaster in the inevitable event of a disaster along the rail route.

We believe that these critical points will help sway the Planning Commission to reconsider their vote, and we need you to be there on May 26 to help us convince them to do the right thing. Here are the details:

· What: SLO County Planning Commission meeting 

· When: This Thursday, May 26 | 9AM 

· Where: 1055 Monterey St., SLO 

· RSVP: Click here and let us know you’re coming!
· If You Go: We are asking a small number of community members to help us deliver critical talking points to the commission during public comment. If you are interested in speaking, email charles@varni.org. Even if you don’t speak, we need you in the room to hold signs and wear your red Stop Oil Trains t-shirts!

Thank you again everyone who came out to the community town hall last Wednesday night. We had over 75 people turn out on less than 48 hours notice, a testament to how much you all care about this community. One thing is clear: we’re all in this together, and won’t give up until we stop this project in its tracks.

Thanks for all you do, and see you on May 26!

In it together,

Charles, Mary, Andrew, Heidi, Ethan, Valerie and the Stop Oil Trains Team
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