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From: deah rudd <deahrudd@att.net>
To: "lcompton@co.slo.ca.us" <lcompton@co.slo.ca.us>, "fmecham@co.slo.ca.us" 

<fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, Bruce Gibson <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, Adam Hill 
<ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, Debbie Arnold <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, 
"p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us" <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us>

Date: 04/06/2015 09:57 AM
Subject: Rail Spur

Please vote NO on proposed rail spur on the Nipomo/Arroyo Grande mesa. 
I live within 1/4 mile of the plant and within 1/4 mile of a dangerous crossing.

I live on Hwy 1 across from the Dune Lakes Duck/Gun Club which is the location of a dangerous 
unprotected crossing for tankers carrying such cargo with no safety gates or signals. When we bought 
her in the 1970s the tracks were not being used for cargo.  Since that time we have several trains a day 
all hours of the day and night that shake our house and blast heir horns when approaching the nearby 
crossing in front of Dune Lakes Duck/Gun Club and the road to the homes on the west side of Hwy 1.  
Bakken crude is much heavier and the shaking could be so bad as to conceivably damage our property.

The tracks are parallel to Hwy 1 on a curve with no guard rails or protective measures to prevent a 
vehicle and train collision due to a vehicle running off the road at that curve. In the past vehicles have run 
off the road southbound at the curve and landed close to the tracks scattering debris on the tracks 
making a dangerous condition.  I witnessed one such accident and remember a hand full of others far too 
close to the tracks. The hwy is heavily traveled by semi trucks.

The mesa is a tinder box of eucalyptus trees and dry vegetation that would ignite and destroy the 
entire mesa putting thousands of lives in danger should a train derail and is far too unprotected from a 
possible terrorist act. Because of the type of vegetation alone that we have on the mesa is the best 
reason to deny this rail expansion.  A risk of fire explosion here would be devastating. To evacuate the 
mesa for a fire of this magnitude would be a bottleneck and huge safety concern in and of itself.
 
Bakken crude is extremely volatile and explosive as seen in Quebec Canada when a tanker 
derailed/exploded and burned for 36 hours causing a river of fire.
.  “The infrastructure isn’t there”: Why shipping Bakken crude oil by rail is a disaster in the making

 

 

“The infrastructure isn’t there”: 
Why shipping Bakken cr...
Oil trains are crisscrossing the continent 
with volatile cargo, yet many communities 
are unprepared for an accident
View on www.salon.com Preview by Yahoo

     

 

Counties in Northern California have 

In addition, the air quality on the mesa is already below acceptable levels. Adding a train diesel engine 
running 12 hours a day is only going to make it worse! The engine runs the whole time they are unloading 
for however long it takes. We can't even go outside now on many afternoons.  

Not to mention the contamination to our ground and water due to tanker leakl.  See article attached:  "
Along the journey south from North Dakota, for example, many trains now make a stop in the tiny town of 
El Dorado, Arkansas, population 18,500, bound for a refinery that recently added capacity to 
accommodate Bakken crude. The PHMSA hazmat data includes more than a dozen leaks found on trains 



headed for the town."
Gov’t Data Sharpens Focus on Crude-Oil Train Routes
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We don't have the infrastructure to fight a bakken fire of this type nor could it be stopped 
because of our trees and dry vegetation before it destroys the mesa.  The expansion would only benefit 
Philips 66 and put hundreds of thousands of locals at risk including myself and my family who live within 
1/4 mile away.  I don't see any compelling reason to allow this expansion.  There is not enough fire safety 
personnel to save the mesa from a fire of this magnitude including homes in Nipomo.
Please vote NO! Please SAVE OUR MESA.  Thank you for your time and consideration.
Deah Rudd
1189 Mesa View Dr.
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
805-710-2739
 


