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To Whom It May Concern,

| live about a mile from the train tracks in Noleta, a densely populated area between Santa
Barbara and Goleta. Bordering those tracks is a large high school, San Marcos, and a large
apartment housing complex. The latter houses hundreds of families. On the other side of the
train tracks is highway 101. That highway is the major access route between Goleta and Santa
Barbara. Every day, thousands of people commute from points south to work in Goleta tech
industries, as well as the University of California, Santa Barbara. Should this be destroyed by
even a minor train accident, the impacts upon the University,, and the local communities would
be enormous. It is without doubt that the bridge crossing over the highway would have to be
replaced.

There are only three routes that traverse this narrow urban area: 101, Hollister Avenue, and
Cathedral Oaks Road. The latter two are surface streets that flow through neighborhoods, and
would be sorely stressed if they were to become alternate routes during highway replacement.

My concern, however, does not only cover the inconvenience and taxpayer cost of road
replacement, but rather the high death and injury rate of those living close to those tracks. The
devastation of the high school, and nearby elementary school would shatter families, and place
an undue burden on our health care systems.

Further on down the way, by about a half mile, is our local juvenile detention center. Should
a train explode anywhere in this mile window, all three institutions would be destroyed, and
hundreds of young people and children would be killed or maimed. Are you willing to bear that
burden the rest of your lives?

| do not believe this is the answer to the transportation of petrochemicals, and, or, oil — crude
or refined.

Sincerely, Edith Ogella
4868 Rhoads Avenue

Santa Barbara, California, 93111



