
January 13,2016 

San Luis Obispo County Planning Commission 
976 Los Osos Street, Room 200 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 

Dear Planning Commission, 

On behalf of County Service Area No. 23 Advisory Group, for the town of Santa Margarita, CA, 
we express our concerns with the proposed Phillips 66 Company Rail Spur Extension and Crude 
Oil Unloading Facility Project (Rail Spur Project). 

The Rail Spur Project is located in San Luis Obispo County and would provide an extension of 
an existing rail spur for the delivery of crude oil to Phillips 66's Santa Maria Refmery facility for 
processing. As outlined in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR), the Rail Spur Project would 
involve unloading up to five unit trains per week, with a 250 arumal maximum number of trains. 
Each unit train would include up to 80 rail cars, with each carrying between 26,076 and 28,105 
gallons for a total barrels of crude oil per train ranging between 49,670 and 53,532 barrels. 
Operation of the trains to and from the refinery would be performed by Union Pacific Railroad 
(UPRR) on its tracks. The EIR indicates that trains would arrive at the Santa Maria Refmery 
from the north or south and it is unknown which route UPRR would use to deliver the trains. 
Any number of these trains will pass through the length of Santa Margarita. 

The main well for the residents and businesses of Santa Margarita is located within 100 yards of 
the railway. An oil spill of any magnitude could potentially contaminate the town's main water 
source. Being that the existing well depth is relatively shallow, permanent damage could be 
possible to this water source should an oil spill occur. 

Our CSA 23 Advisory Group is concerned with traffic and safety in addition to the water supply. 
The train tracks currently cross Highway 58, roughly one block from the elementary school. 
Additional trains traveling through town will further impact traffic at the track crossing, 
especially during school hours. This could present additional safety concerns for 
students/pedestrians in the area. 

The safety and health of our CSA 23 residents could be threatened if the Rail Spur Project is built 
and becomes operational. While our advisory group was not formed to approve or disapprove of 
any civil, private, or government projects, we do recommend that the planning commission take 
the concerns of Santa Margarita into consideration and reject the proposed Rail Spur Project. 


