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March 10, 2016

VIA ELECTRONIC & FIRST CLASS MAIL

Members of the Planning Commission
San Luis Obispo County Planning Commission
976 Osos Street, Room 300
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Attention: Ramona Hedges, Planning Commission Secretary

Re: Phillips 66 Rail Spur Extension Project

Dear Commissioners:

The Planning Commission has now heard from hundreds of members of the public
regarding the proposed Phillips 66 Rail Spur Extension Project. The public comment phase
of the hearing does not allow for speakers to be questioned in order to ensure that comments
are relevant, timely and accurate. This letter will respond to comments related to the
potential noise from the proposed Project’s operations. In addition, I and others on the
Phillips 66 team will be happy to answer questions from the Planning Commission as the
hearings resume.

N oise from the RailS pu rO perations

Two speakers on February 25, 2016 played recordings (one audio only, and one video with
audio) that they represented as noise from rail operations.

No information was provided by the speaker who played the audio recording to conclude
that it is at all similar to –let alone representative of –noise from the Phillips 66 Rail Spur
Extension Project. It is unknown where or when it was recorded, what equipment and
activities generated the noise, and whether those equipment and activities are the same as
those that will be used in the Phillips 66 project. Noise transmission is greatly affected by
distance, intervening topography, atmospheric conditions, and other, existing noise sources
in the vicinity. It is unknown whether the recording was made in a setting similar to that
of the Phillips 66 site. Even if everything about the recording duplicated the circumstances
of the Phillips 66 project, it is unknown whether the playback at the public hearing
accurately represents the noise impacts from the project. The simple act of turning up the
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