
From: Martin Akel <akelassoc@earthlink.net> 
To: "p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/19/2014 10:08 AM 
Subject: Comment On The Hazards Of The P66 Rail Terminal Project 
 
 
 
Mr. Wilson: 
 
If the REIR is to fully communicate the potential impact the Rail Terminal project would 
have on SLO County, it must specifically identify the main areas in SLO County put at 
risk.  The REIR fails to identify those locations.  In fact, those locations encompass 
the vast majority of SLO County. 
 
The REIR should clearly state that each of the trains entering SLO County from the north 
would put at risk each of the locations below.  (Of course, as the trains leave the 
County, the locations would be exposed a second 
time.) 
 
 • From the north, the trains would pass directly through downtown San  Miguel 
(population 2,300). 
 
 • North of Paso Robles they’d pass by vineyards such as Echelon Vineyards,  San Marcos 
Creek Vineyards, and Ada’s Vineyard.  They would also pass by  the Vines RV Resort by 
about 500 feet. 
 
 • In Paso Robles (population 30,000), they’d head past the Fairgrounds by  about 500 
feet, where the Mid-County Fair is held, and also right by the  Travelodge, Best Western, 
Holiday Inn and Motel 6. 
 
 • In downtown Paso, the tank cars would pass City Park on the east side by  about 500 
feet. 
 
 • A bit south they’d pass right next to the Firestone Walker Brewery. 
 
 • In Templeton (population 7,600), they’d go past Templeton Park by about 
 1,000 feet. 
 
 • Then they’d make their way down along the east side of the city of  Atascadero 
(population, 28,000). 
 
 • Next they’d go through downtown Santa Margarita (population 1,300),  about 500 feet 
from the elementary school. 
 
 • They’d hug the 101 for many miles, then curve back and forth down the  long, 
serpentine Cuesta Grade. 
 
 • Next, the 18,000 Cal Poly students would be able to wave to the tank  cars, as it 
winds through their campus. 
 
 • In the city of SLO (population 45,000), the tankers would ride adjacent  to Pepper 
St., 2,000 feet from City Hall, and even closer to the  Government Center building. 
 
 • They’d then pass within literal shouting distance of French Hospital. 
 
 • Heading out of downtown, they’d pass approximately 3,000 feet east of  SLO’s regional 
airport. 
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 • They’d pass through the backyard of the Los Ranchos Elementary School. 
 
 • As they begin to enter Pismo Beach (population 7,700), trains would  mirror Price 
Canyon Road. 
 
 • They’d then cross Highway 101 at 5 Cities Drive, about 750 feet west of  the Premium 
Outlets, and about 2,000 feet from the Pismo Coast Shopping  Plaza. 
 
 • They’d pass around 1,400 feet to the east of Rosa’s Italian restaurant  (and other 
eateries) on Price St. in downtown Pismo. 
 
 • They would then parallel Highway 1, passing by the North Beach  Campground, by about 
1,000 feet. 
 
 • They’d also pass about 100 feet from the entrance to the Monarch  Butterfly Grove in 
Pismo. 
 
 • In Grover Beach (population 13,000), they’d cross the busy intersection  at Grand 
Avenue, just down the street from where tourists and locals take  their vehicles onto the 
beach ... and near the new lodge and conference  center that will be built there. 
 
 • In Oceano (population 7,200), they’d go right past Pier Avenue, another  beach 
entrance for tourists and locals, and then pass right by the  entrance to the Great 
American Melodrama theater. 
 
 • They’d then wind their way south through agricultural fields.  They’d  rejoin Highway 
1, coming as close as about 100 feet to the west.  At that 
 point they’d be in Arroyo Grande (population 17,000).   And they’d pass 
 Lopez High School by about 1,300 feet. 
 
 • Their journey through SLO County would then end, at the new rail  terminal in the 
Santa Maria Refinery on the Nipomo Mesa. 
 
 • That proposed terminal is also directly across Highway 1 from the  communities of 
Trilogy, Black Lake and others that are now in the planning  in Nipomo (population 
16,000). 
 
 • Of course, once each of the 1.5 mile-long tanker trains unloads, it  would head back 
north again, following the exact same route. 
 
 How can a document that purports to report on the "hazards" to SLO County,  fail to list 
the specific areas that will be put in danger?  This must be  corrected in the next EIR. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Martin Akel 
 
MARTIN AKEL 
968 Jacqueline Place, Nipomo, CA 93444 
T: 805.219.0208  -  akelassoc@earthlink.net 
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From:    Martin Akel <akelassoc@earthlink.net> 
To:    p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
Date:    10/28/2014 07:58 AM 
Subject:    The Historical Odds Of Rail Accidents Are Misleading For SLO 
           County 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Murry: 
 
The recent REIR appears to attempt to calm citizens regarding the potential for train accidents based on 
the Phillips 66 Rail Terminal project.  For example (ES-11) - it states that the potential "for a release of 
100 gallons or more of oil from a train between the SMR and the Roseville or Colton rail yards was 
estimated to be between one every 46 years to once every 76 years." 
 
Well, I'm sure that the REIR is based on historical statistics -- but the historical odds of rail accidents 
versus what is actually occurring needs to be totally reexamined by SLO County. 
 
 Today, railroads and oil companies are shipping exponentially larger  amounts of crude oil by rail.  And 
they’re attempting to assuage  citizens’ fears about rail accidents by citing outdated, historical  statistics. 
 For example ... 
 
 • The Association of American Railroads proudly notes that in the past,  99.9% of rail shipments of 
hazardous materials, including oil, reached  their destination without a spill. 
 
 • And the fall 2013 Draft EIR for the Phillips Rail Project placed the  likelihood of a train accident 
releasing oil in SLO county at once in  every 226 years. 
 
Unfortunately, current data is far more sobering.  Looking strictly at oil shipments, spills are spiking. 
 According to an Associated Press analysis (see all footnotes below) -- in 2009, before the oil drilling 
boom, just one rail oil spill was reported.  But now, with the flood of new oil, the landscape is far 
different.  Through November 2013, crude oil releases were reported from 137 rail cars versus just one 
car. 
 
Let’s look at another current statistic.  In the last five years, the number of tankers of crude transported 
by train in the U.S. has grown from under 10,000 to about 400,000 -- that’s a 40-fold increase. 
 
And over the next decade, rail oil shipments are forecast to increase from 1 million barrels each day to 
more than 4.5 million barrels every single day. 
 
Therefore, you can toss the industry’s outdated “odds” out the window.  All you need do is look out the 
window to learn the facts.  Freight trains carrying crude oil, propane and other hazardous materials are 

mailto:akelassoc@earthlink.net�
mailto:p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us�
Brittney
Line

Brittney
Text Box
AKM-02



going off their tracks at alarming rates.  Why?  Because more trains are carrying that material.  The roll 
call of such events, just since 2013, is overwhelming in its quantity and intensity ... 
 
 • March 2013, Parkers Prairie, Minnesota: Fourteen cars on a mile-long  train carrying tar sands 
derailed, leaking 26,000 gallons of crude.  A  former chairman of the National Transportation Safety 
Board (Jim Hall)  said - "It’s good business for the rails and bad safety for the public." 
 
 • July, Lac-Megantic, Canada: A 72-car train carrying Bakken crude  crashed and exploded, killing 47 
people and flattening the center of  their town. 
 
 • October, Gainford, Alberta, Canada: Thirteen cars, carrying crude oil  and liquified petroleum gas, 
came off the tracks, with many cars leaking,  exploding or bursting into massive flames.  Local officials 
declared a  state of emergency and the entire community was evacuated. 
 
 • November, Aliceville, Alabama: Twenty cars on a train carrying light  Bakken crude derailed, spilling 
750,000 gallons. Twelve cars exploded,  going up in flame.  The leaking oil fouled nearby wetlands. 
 
 • December, Casselton, North Dakota: A freight train traveling below the  speed limit derailed and 
crashed into a crude oil train. Eighteen tank  cars exploded with a frightening, towering mushroom-
cloud.  Toxic fumes  were released, causing all 2,300 residents to evacuate.  400,000 gallons  of crude oil 
spilled out of the tank cars. 
 
 • January 2014, New Brunswick, Canada: A train derailed ... with five  cars containing crude oil 
overturning, as well as four cars with  liquified petroleum gas. 
 
 • January, Plaster Rock, New Brunswick, Canada: Later the same month in  New Brunswick (just east of 
Maine in the U.S.), another freight train  derailed, including 8 cars containing propane gas and crude oil. 
 A fire  ignited and local residents were evacuated. 
 
 • January, Vancouver, Canada: Seven cars carrying coal and coal dust went  off the rails, spilling into a 
protected salmon stream. 
 
 • January, Caledonia, WI: A Union Pacific train carrying coal derailed,  sending 19 cars off the tracks. 
 
 • January, Florida’s Panhandle:  A train derailed spilling 30,000 gallons  of corrosive, phosphoric acid. 
 The acid had to be removed from a local  stream and river. 
 
 • January, Philadelphia, PA: A train carrying six cars of crude oil  derailed on a narrow bridge, leaving a 
tanker car and a boxcar dangling  dangerously off the tracks, over a highway and river. 
 
 • January, New Augusta, Miss: Eighteen tank cars carrying highly  flammable ethanol derailed, spilling 
fuel from the train.  Citizens were  evacuated to Red Cross shelters, and the local highway shut down. 
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 • February, Vandergrift, PA: Nineteen cars carrying heavy crude derailed  outside Pittsburgh, with four 
cars leaking approximately 4,000 gallons of  oil.  Two other cars carrying propane also derailed. One of 
the cars went  through the wall of a nearby building. 
 
 • March, Albany, NY: Thirteen tank cars carrying crude oil went off the  tracks in a local rail yard. 
 
 • March, Western Minnesota: Fourteen cars on a mile-long train from  Canada derailed and leaked 
between 20 and 30 thousand gallons of crude  oil.******* 
 
 • March: The Federal Railroad Administration estimated that “human  factors“ contribute to nearly 40% 
of all train crashes, and that fatigue  plays a role in roughly a quarter of them.***** 
 
 • March: Canada’s Transportation Safety Board released its report on 2013  rail accidents.  In 2013, 144 
rail accidents involved dangerous goods, a  21% increase over 2012.  That was up from the five-year 
average of 133.  Seven accidents resulted in the release of dangerous goods with five of 
 them (71%) involving petroleum crude oil. They reported that this  increase is concurrent with an 
increase in shipments of crude oil by rail  in Canada, from 500 car loads in 2009 to 160,000 car loads in 
2013.****** 
 
And since last March, dozens more train accidents have occurred involving crude oil or other hazardous 
materials (as documented in the Mesa Refinery Watch Group newsletters). 
 
We should all admit, that with a documented history like that, the odds of future derailments are 
extremely high.  The roll call of rail accidents will grow longer and longer. 
 
And speaking of oil spills -- more crude spilled from train accidents in 2013 than in the previous four 
decades combined.  From 1975 to 2012, a 38-year period, only 800,000 gallons of crude spilled from rail 
accidents combined. This pales in comparison to the damage done in 2013 alone, in which 1.2 million 
gallons of crude were spilled.*** 
 
The reality of what’s actually happening and will continue to happen, flies in the face of the outdated, 
99% odds and statistics handed out by railroads and oil companies.  Simply put -- regardless of 
improvements in tank cars, far more crude oil shipped by rail equals far more trains derailing and far 
more disasters.  It’s all in the new numbers. 
 
This was stated in a more colorful way by transportation consultant Steven Ditmeyer, a professor at 
Michigan State University.  He said that it’s in the industry’s best interests to run safe railroads. But then 
he pointed to the Canadian Lac-Megantic disaster that killed 47 people.  Regarding the railroads, he 
summed it all up with - “sometimes they screw up.”**** 
 
Please -- this core concept about rail accidents must be reexamined by SLO County, not by Phillip 66's 
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consultants.  And our Planning Commission and Supervisors must vote "No Project." 
 
Sincerely, 
Martin Akel 
 
 
* 
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2014/jan/19/oil-by-rail-area-leaders-prep-for-disaster-while/ 
** http://m.apnews.com/ap/db_289563/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=Yhrk2lho 
*** 
http://www.mintpressnews.com/crude-spilled-2013-previous-four-decades-combined/177627/ 
 **** 
 http://m.apnews.com/ap/db_289563/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=Yhrk2lho 
 ***** 
 http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2014-03-25/news/chi-blue-line-crash-update-brakes-engaged-train-
wasnt-speeding-20140325_1_train-crash-train-operator-cta-blue-line 
 ****** 
 http://blogs.wsj.com/canadarealtime/2014/03/26/tsb-data-show-increase-in-rail-accidents-involving-
dangerous-goods-last-year/ 
******* 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/28/minnesota-oil-spill_n_2967118.html 
http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2014/01/31/22524183-50-evacuated-after-chemical-train-
derailment-in-mississippi 
http://bangordailynews.com/2014/01/07/news/world-news/evacuation-ordered-as-train-derails-
catches-fire-in-new-brunswick/ 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/fiery-tanker-train-derailment-in-canada/ 
http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/03/28/17501526-train-hauling-oil-derails-spilling-30000-
gallons-of-crude-in-minnesota?lite 
 
 
 
 
MARTIN AKEL & ASSOCIATES 
968 Jacqueline Place, Nipomo, CA 93444 
T: 805.219.0208  -  akelassoc@earthlink.net 
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From: Martin Akel <akelassoc@earthlink.net> 
To: p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
Date: 11/02/2014 01:19 PM 
Subject:    Response To The REIR - Damage To SLO County's Ag Economy & Reputation 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Murry: 
 
As you and members of the SLO County Planning Board and BOS recognize, " agriculture" is a primary 
driver of business in SLO County.  But the recently released REIR contains impacts that can devastate 
that business and excellent "ag" reputation of SLO County … from strawberries to citrus to vineyards … 
all of which provides stability to the local economy. 
 
a. Agricultural Impacts At The Santa Maria Refinery: (4.2) “In the event of an oil spill at the SMR due to 
the unloading operations there could be impacts to agricultural crops on adjacent properties. These 
impacts could be direct oiling of the crops or due to impacts to surface or groundwater. These impacts 
at the SMR were found to be less than significant with mitigation.” 
 
b. Agricultural Impacts Along The Mainline:  (4.2) HOWEVER, a far greater danger (Class I) is posed to all 
of SLO County by crude oil trains potentially derailing along the mainline ... 
 
• “The addition of up to five train round trips per week on the UPRR mainline routes would increase the 
potential for spills or fire-related impacts on adjacent agricultural soils in the event of an accident, 
derailment or other upset conditions during transport along the mainline routes.” 
 
• “The worst case spill from a unit train on the mainline tracks was assumed to be 180,000 gallons 
(about six tanker cars).” 
 
• “The project could result in effects that impair adjacent agricultural uses along the UPRR mainline in 
the event of a derailment and/or spill, including the generation of contaminated air emissions, soil and 
water contamination, and increased risk of fire, which have the potential to adversely affect adjacent 
agricultural areas.” 
 
• “An accident along the mainline routes could also create a fire hazard in agricultural areas, which 
could spread substantially beyond the areas directly adjacent to the tracks. As shown in Figures 4.2-4 
through 4.2-6, the mainline rail routes pass through numerous prime, statewide or local important farm 
lands. All of these agricultural areas could be impacted in the unlikely event of an oil spill in close 
proximity to   these areas. In the event of an oil spill adjacent to these areas, there could be a complete 
loss of the agricultural resources due to fire or oil spill in the vicinity of the impact area.” 
 
The Phillips 66 plan would add 520, 1.5 mile-long trains to SLO County, entering and leaving each year. 
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 That's why the REIR classifies the above threats as “Class I” impacts.  There would be no way to prevent 
potential derailments and all of the outcomes from them.  The only approach left would be to attempt 
to recover and clean up the results of major oil spills, fires, etc. ... none of which would likely be done 
completely or satisfactorily. 
 
Such spoilage of SLO County’s agricultural resources will also result in a destruction of our County’s 
reputation for growing wine, strawberries, and other crops vital to tourism and our economy. 
 
Therefore, the Rail Terminal project should be rejected.  If there is no Terminal, there will be no impact 
on our agricultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 
Martin Akel 
 
MARTIN AKEL 
968 Jacqueline Place, Nipomo, CA 93444 
T: 805.219.0208  -  akelassoc@earthlink.net 
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