
From :      Joe Cooledge <jtc8176@gmail.com> 
To :         cray@co.slo.ca.us 
Cc : 
Sent on : 10/29 11:14:57 AM PDT 
Subject : Comments on the REIR - Phillips refinery rail spur project 
 
Dear Ms. Ray, 
 
Please find the enclosed letter which provides our comments on the rail spur REIR. 
 
Joe and Cynthia Cooledge 
Nipomo, CA(See attached file: Letter to Caren Ray - comments on REIR - 
October 2014.docx) 
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           October 29, 2014 
 
Ms. Caren Ray 
San Luis Obispo County Supervisor 
 
 
Reference:   REIR for the Phillips Nipomo Mesa refinery rail project 
 
 
Dear Ms. Ray, 
 
We have lived on the Nipomo Mesa for more than three years.  We own a home in a community 
which is a short distance east of the existing Phillips refinery.  We are writing to provide 
comments on the REIR that was recently issued by Phillips for the referenced rail project (which 
we will refer to as “the project”).  We add our voices to the many thoughtful, concerned citizens 
who are against the project because of its adverse environmental and safety impacts.  We are active 
supporters of your county council re-election campaign and will vote for you on November 4. 
 
Because of the known health issues as well significant public safety risk due to fire, explosion and 
oil spills, and major impacts to quality of life, we urge you and the county council to reject the 
REIR and not approve this project.   
 
Others will provide comments on the REIR that go into detail.  We want to let you know why 
these issues are important to us, while minimizing duplication of the details on each of these 
points that will come from other commenters. 
 

1. Potential for oil spills, fires and explosions 
This is the most serious and potentially catastrophic issue because of the very real threats to 
public safety, and the fact that spills, fires and explosions have occurred at various places around 
the country where oil, or oil products, are transported by rail.  We must not expose our county and 
our citizens to this hazard. 
 

2. Air pollution 
The project will add to the already unacceptable and unlawful pollution coming from nearby 
Oceano Dunes state park. The strong prevailing N-NW winds will bring air pollution from the 
project (in the form of toxic and noxious fumes, smoke and dust) directly to the Nipomo Mesa 
nearly every day of the year, causing further exceedence of EPA levels and aggravating an 
ongoing acknowledged health hazard. 
 

3. Noise and visual pollution 
The daily movement of two large trains of 80 tanker cars, with related ongoing 
coupling/decoupling, positioning, and maintenance/repair of cars, will create unacceptable noise 
levels for nearby residents and will be an unsightly blight on a beautiful ocean overlook that is 
enjoyed by visitors, tourists, and local residents.  The REIR proposes to mitigate the visual blight 
by building berms; however, the proposed berm height will not hide the area as intended when 
viewed from the crest of the mesa, for example Via Concha as it crests just east of Highway 1. 

 
4. Light pollution 

Night time operations will require lighting of a large area for loading/unloading the tanker cars 
and other activities related to the spur.  The perimeter of the crude oil unloading area would have 
floodlights on 30-foot tall poles every 300 feet.  The unloading area lights would be used during the 
unloading operations, which could be five times per week for about 10 to 12 hours per unloading (i.e., 50 - 
60 hours per week).   The closest area residents, as well as visitors and tourists driving along Highway 1, 

Brittney
Line

Brittney
Text Box
COJ-01

Brittney
Line

Brittney
Line

Brittney
Line

Brittney
Line

Brittney
Text Box
COJ-02

Brittney
Text Box
COJ-05

Brittney
Text Box
COJ-04

Brittney
Text Box
COJ-03



would be approximately between one-half to one mile away, well within sight during evening hours.   The 
earthen berms that the REIR mentions would be ten to twenty feet high.  Yet the floodlights will be thirty 
feet high, ten feet higher than the berms.  Therefore, the impact of the lights will be visible from the 
various elevated sites on the Mesa such as Louise Lane, Eucalyptus Road, and Tomas Court, and the crest 
of Via Concha just east of Highway 1.  Although the new lights would point downward, they would 
illuminate the offloading facility and tank cars beneath them.  Those surfaces will be lit up brightly to help 
employees go about their work.  The result - residents would see the bright reflected light on the surface of 
everything that’s lit up at the unloading facility ... including the tracks, tank cars and the pumping station.  
The result would resemble a brightly lit movie set, with all the machinery and characters in motion.  This 
would be an unacceptable sight for residents, visitors and tourists. 
 

5. Year-long pollution  and congestion accompanying construction is not addressed in the REIR 
The proposed Rail Terminal construction will last approximately ten months.  This will add an estimated 916 
additional truck/worker trips to and from the construction site.  Truck traffic will include heavy duty dump trucks, 
concrete trucks, water trucks, flatbed semi-trucks and various other construction equipment.  The majority of 
these trips will be on Willow Road between the construction site and Highway 101, primarily during daylight 
hours.  However, we have often witnessed construction or other heavy vehicles occasionally taking a “short cut” 
through our residential community, and there is no doubt this will be the case during construction of this project.  
This will add significant air, noise, visual pollution and congestion to this area that has many thousands of 
residents as well as numerous visitors and tourists.   The REIR does not address the critical issue of project 
construction. 
 
 
In conclusion, because of the unacceptable environmental impacts and risks outlined above 
without sufficient mitigation, we urge you and the county council to reject the REIR and 
disapprove the proposed rail spur project.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
(original signed by…) 
 
Joseph T. Cooledge 
Cynthia P. Cooledge 
1142 Tyler Court 
Nipomo, CA 93444 
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