To: SLO CO Supervisors and Planning Commission*
From: Arroyo Clean Water Advocates
Re: Mesa refinery and the oil spur

Here’s something to think about:

1) The rail path coming from the north of SLO includes crossing the Stenner Creek bridge. The Stenner
Creek Bridge is a trestle bridge. A trestle bridge has an open cross-braced framework used to support
an elevated structure such as a bridge. The Stenner Creek trestle bridge was opened to traffic in 1889.

2) Union-Pacific oil tank cars are DOT-111 tank cars (recently purchased by ConocoPhillips) with the
following specifications:
e constructed by fusion welding carbon steel
e a capacity of 30,110 US gallons
e a test pressure of 100 psi CYT-01
e a tare (empty) weight of 65,000 pounds and
e aload limit of 198,000 pounds

Doing the math, 80 cars (the length of the oil trains) x 198,000 (load Ibs. each car) = 6,400,000 load lbs
+ 5,200,000 (tare weight of each car) = 11,900,000 Ibs combined weight NOT including the diesel
engines and support cars ...all coming down the very steep Cuesta Grade and then over the Stenner
Creek Bridge which is 125 years old. What is the load limit of the Stenner Creek bridge?

3) Union Pacific tar sands crude oil trains will be 80 cars long (1.5 miles). They will travel to the
refinery from the North across the old Stenner Creek Bridge 5 times a week. After the 125 year old CYT-02
Stenner Creek Bridge the train will travel through the CalPoly campus. What are the potential
emergency threats to the CalPoly campus? How will SLO CO Emergency Services deal with tar sands
crude oil rail tank car accidents at the campus?

4) The SLO CO Emergency Services webpage directs its attention primarily to Diablo Canyon. There
are no contingencies for an oil tanker car train carrying Canadian tar sands crude oil down the steep CYT-03
Cuesta Grade and then across the very old Stenner Creek Bridge which has the SLO city water
purification plant under it. Is the county going to wait until there is an accident requiring emergency
services before it acts on preventing such accidents?

The crossing of the Stenner Creek Bridge by 80 tank cars fully loaded with Canadian tar sands crude oil
is only one of many serious environmental issues facing our community about the addition of a rail
spur at the mesa refinery, but it’s a very important issue and should have the supervisors’ serious
attention for the best interests of the health, safety and welfare of the San Luis Obispo County
community.

CYT-01

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Cyr
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
tacyrl1242@me.com

*Letter also cc’d to US Senator Barbara Boxer, US Congressperson Lois Capps, State Senator Bill
Monning, and Assembly Member K.H. Achadjian
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