
From:    Istar and Doc Holliday <istardoc@verizon.net> 
To:    p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
Cc:    "Ray, Caren" <cray@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date:    11/01/2014 09:54 AM 
Subject:    Phillips 66 Rail Spur RDEIR 
 
Dear Mr. Wilson, 
 
These comments I made on the EIR and sent last February were not included in the RDEIR and are still 
valid. I have read the RDEIR, and find no significant improvements in the problems I cited earlier. 
However, I would like to add my dismay at the apathy regarding the significant and unmitigatible (and 
unmitigated in the RDEIR) impacts on the thousands of people who are neighbors to this proposed 
Railway yard: i.e. 7 days-per-week construction noises; railway whistles and annunciators (the 
use of which is allowed at all hours in a self-declared emergency); 24 hour noise associated with the 
movement and unloading of rail cars; increases in already dangerous levels of PM 10 on the Nipomo 
Mesa during construction and later operations; acknowledged release of noxious odors and toxic 
gases; loss of night skies for Mesa dwellers; and loss of seaside views of some homes overlooking the 
railspur. 
 
All of  these factors undermine the quality of life for the thousands of adjacent and nearby communities 
as well as having a significant downward impact on the monetary value of their residents' homes and 
properties. Most important, this project has the potential of not only affecting the neighbors' quality of 
life, health, and wealth, it also threatens the very lives of the neighbors of the project, given the history 
of fire and explosions of this kind of rail transport and the woefully inadequate staffing of fire, rescue, 
and police personnel in the south county (the two extra firemen Philips offered to subsidize during 
construction is a laugh). Still, the RDEIR finds "no significant impact on housing and population? 
 
The only logical response to this project is No Project ! 
 
Istar Holliday 
577 Sheridan Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 
(805) 343-2581 
 
 

Response to DEIR Phillips Rail Spur project in February 2014: 
 
A careful review of the DEIR and the listed Class ! Impact (cannot be mitigated), Class II Impact (can be 
mitigated) and Class III Impact (no significant impact) has led to the following conclusion: the DEIR 
places little or no value on human life, either its quality or its continued existence. 
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Class I Impacts listed mentions only the potential of ROG or NO emissions and diesel Particulate Matter 
exceeding County or State standards, the impact rupture or leaks of rail cars could have on sensitive 
species and habitats, and the degradation of water. 
 
There is no mention of the impact of potential fire or explosion on nearby communities in terms of loss 
of life or property as unmitigatable. Under Class II Impacts, although there are numerous references to 
biological impacts, impacts on Agriculture such as dust, gas, soil and water contamination, no mention is 
made of these impacts on surrounding residential properties or people. 
 
In fact, Class II Impacts lists impacts on view, lighting, agriculture, birds, vegetation, but under impact on 
Population and Housing, claims "none were identified." 
 
In addition, under Class III (Adverse but not significant) project impacts which directly affect the 
surrounding community, such as noise, traffic, and impact on public rail transportation, are dismissed as 
"adverse but insignificant." 
 
In fact, a close look at the language of much of the DEIR gives pause. 
 
In the section on Hazardous Materials 4.7-27, it is acknowledged that "the transportation of hazardous 
substances poses a potential for fires, explosions and hazardous materials release," but NOWHERE 
acknowledges this project's proximity to Highway One and adjacent well-populated residential 
and industrial communities. In fact, the DEIR's Summary's statistical study minimizing the possibility of 
"train-related fatality or injury" ends years before the several catastrophic accidents in Canada and the 
United States involving these long trains of fuel laden tankers. 
 
In Section 4.7.37, the DEIR states, "Given the properties of crude oil, the likelihood of an explosion is 
virtually nonexistent and consequently explosion scenarios are not further addressed in this document." 
 
However, the DEIR (4.7.38) limits its supporting statistics to pre 2001 and references pipelines and coke 
transportation by rail and does not address volatile fuel transported in tankers, the safety of which are 
in question and proposed for strengthening in light of recent accidents ( Interestingly, Phillips bought up 
thousands of pre-strengthened tankers in expectation of newer and more expensive requirements being 
imposed). 
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