
From: Elizabeth Lasensky <elasensky@yahoo.com> 
To: "p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Cc: Elizabeth <elasensky@yahoo.com> 
Date: 11/15/2014 02:40 PM 
Subject: Public Comments on Phillips 66 Refinery Railspur Project 
 
 
 
November 15, 2014 
 
Mr. Murry Wilson 
SLO County Planning Department 
p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
 
Dear Mr. Murry: 
 
Please add my comments to the public legal record on Phillip’s 66 Crude By Rail.  In addition, please forward 
my comments to the Planning Commissioners. 
 
I am a resident of Davis. I live in a senior mobile home park within a mile from the tracks for the proposed 
Phillips 66 rail project. Our park is approximately a mile from a 10mph left-handed cross-over between the main 
tracks that lie east of the Davis train station. I am also a member of the Yolo Basin Foundation, which provides 
funds and volunteers for the Yolo Basin Wildlife Refuge. The Yolo Basin is the beginning of the Delta, from 
which much of California gets its water. In addition, I am a frequent passenger on the Capitol Corridor, a 
commuter train jointly operated by Amtrak, Union Pacific and Caltrans. 
 
The Phillips 66 refinery is asking for permission to bring Canadian tar sands from Canada into and through 
California. Each oil train carries more than 3 million gallons of explosive, toxic crude oil. This is the most toxic 
crude oil on earth rolling in trains over the Sierras, where our watershed and forests are, potentially come 
across the Yolo Bypass, which includes our sensitive Yolo Basin Wildlife Preserve. These trains will share 
tracks with Amtrak passenger trains and will parallel Interstate 80. 
They will pass within a mile of several senior housing complexes and our police station, pass through our 
downtown and several additional residential areas, and exit town along the edge of UC Davis, including the 
Mondavi Center complex.  From here, the trains will rumble over the old Carquinas train bridge, down through 
the East Bay with its many earthquake faults on their toxic way to Santa Maria. Needless to say, I am very 
concerned about the cumulative impact of these crude oil trains rumbling through my community every day. 
 
According to the California Energy Commission, we can expect California to import as much as 25% of its 
crude oil by rail within the next few years, translating into five or six trains per day passing through our town. 
Given the cumulative impact of such increased crude-by-rail traffic, up-rail communities have much at risk and 
deserve a voice in the process. 
 
While the revised EIR mentions some of my concerns, many concerns and their mitigation are only directed at 
the vicinity of the refinery itself. 
 
   1. Air, noise and vibration pollution along the train route 
 
As noted above, I live in a senior mobile home park, about a mile from the tracks. Across the street is a nursing 
home and in the other direction are two additional senior housing complexes. A high percentage of the 
residents have respiratory and ambulatory issues. Many residents will be connected to sensitive machines for 
which vibration might be a problem. Increased noise will be a factor for any residents living so close to the 
tracks. 
 
The draft EIR admits that the facility will create “significant and unavoidable” levels of air pollution, including 
toxic sulfur dioxide and cancer-causing chemicals. The draft EIR also cites increased health risks for children 
and the elderly. These same issues are concerns here in Davis, specifically for our children and senior citizens. 
 
The draft EIR also discusses noise and vibration and their mitigation but in the vicinity of the refinery. 
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What mitigation measures will be taken to offset the air pollution caused by increased particulate matter raised 
from the trains as they travel through our uprail communities? 
 
What measures will be taken to offset the air pollution caused by fumes escaping from the train cars? 
 
What measures will be taken to offset vibration from the trains as they travel through Davis? 
 
What measures will be taken to offset the increased noise from additional trains, cars and weight rolling 
through town at all hours? 
 
   2. Public safety 
 
a. Even cars that meet the 1232 standards from 2011 are prone to rupture. 
Please site convincing evidence that the newer cars can withstand puncture in a derailment of a train going 40-
50 miles an hour. 
 
b. There is a 10mph left-handed cross-over between the main tracks several hundred feet east of the Amtrak 
station, which is acknowledged in the draft EIR. The document assures the public that oil trains coming through 
this section will reduce speed to 10 mpr. What group or agency will monitor this? 
 
Several derailments elsewhere in North America have been caused by human error when a train proceeds 
through a low speed crossover between two higher speed tracks and failing to reduce speed; one near Chicago 
and one in Canada caused fatalities. 
 
   c. The Davis Enterprise reported that two train derailments have 
   happened in Davis since 2003 and summaries of the articles are below. 
 
 
   Davis Enterprise, The (CA)-January 29, 2003 
   Author: Lauren Keene/Enterprise staff writer 
 
          People traveling by Amtrak trains experienced some service delays 
   in Davis this morning, the result of a freight train accident that 
   derailed four cars Tuesday night. 
 
          No injuries resulted from the derailment, which occurred at about 
   7:45 p.m. on the Union Pacific Railroad tracks that run parallel to 
   Second Street, near Cousteau Place. 
 
          Bob Jones, a general manager with California Northern Railroad, 
   said the derailment was the result of an "overspeed impact" that 
   occurred when a 48-car train coming from Woodland attempted to connect 
   with another line consisting of 27 cars. The empty cars were then 
   destined for Roseville. 
 
          "For some reason they didn't slow as anticipated," Jones said, 
   adding that the longer train was traveling an estimated 5 to 6 mph. 
   "They needed to be under four (mph)." 
 
   
http://docs.newsbank.com/s/InfoWeb/aggdocs/NewsBank/105D11605DB00D87/105FF707937F67E5?p_multi=
DVEB&s_lang=en-US 
 
 
   Davis Enterprise, The (CA)-November 4, 2009 
   Author: Jonathan Edwards 
 
        Enterprise staff writer 
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          A freight train derailed Tuesday afternoon in downtown Davis and 
   threatened to snap power lines, crush fences and roll into back yards. 
 
          The tracks collapsed under a 12-car train and two cars toppled, 
   said Capt. Richard Moore with the Davis Fire Department. A third car's 
   wheels came off the rails, but the car itself stayed upright. 
 
          No one was injured in the accident, which was reported to fire 
   crews at 4:18 p.m. 
 
          Each of the two downed cars carried 90 tons of lime, a chemical 
   used in construction, Moore said. A hazardous materials crew was not 
   called in. 
 
   
http://docs.newsbank.com/s/InfoWeb/aggdocs/NewsBank/12BC77A26EEE1578/105FF707937F67E5?p_multi=
DVEB&s_lang=en-US 
 
   YouTube footage of the train derailment on November 6, 2009 can be seen 
   at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FKkOoitQgw 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQSLplkzPWs 
 
d. Rail tracks and bridges need to be inspected regularly, particularly after extreme weather events, to be sure 
they are supporting the axel load of the long, heavy, and frequent oil trains.  This is especially true regarding 
the additional weight loads as the heavier updated tank cars with shielded hulls are put into service. The draft 
EIR notes that California has 38 rail inspectors and is hiring 7 more. The document does not mention any 
additional federal inspectors. Will the track inspections be made public? 
 
e. What evacuation plans have been prepared for Davis when a spill and/or explosion occurs? What 
evacuation plans have been prepared for transporting injured, ill and infirm residents from senior housing 
complexes and nursing homes? 
 
f. What plans have been prepared for dealing with catastrophic loss of life and property after a spill and/or 
explosion occurs? 
 
g. What plans have been prepared to transport injured residents and responders to hospitals after a 
spill/explosion has occurred? 
 
h. What plans have been prepared for rerouting Interstate 80 in Davis when a spill and/or explosion occurs? 
 
i. What plans have been prepared for alternate headquarters and emergency response for the Davis Police 
Department should a spill and/or explosion occur? Will our emergency responders have access to information 
on what exactly is being transported in the train cars? 
 
j. What plans have been prepared for protecting passengers on Amtrak from the risks of spills and/or 
explosions? What contingency plans are in place to reroute Amtrak trains after a spill and or/explosion? 
 
 
   3. Environmental damage 
 
The water in the Yolo Bypass is the beginning of the Delta. Any spills in this area will have enormous 
implications for the entire state, including drinking water, rice growing, bird migration and drought relief. 
 
a.  Canadian tar sands crude are more carbon intensive than other sources of oil.  This means more carbon 
pollution at every stage of its existence, from mining to transportation to refining. 
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b. What plans have been prepared for remediation after potential spills/explosions in Yolo Basin? How will the 
spill/explosion be contained? 
 
c. What plans have been prepared to protect endangered species from pollution, spills and explosions caused 
by oil trains? 
 
4. Liability 
 
Should there be a spill/explosion on the scope of the Lac Megantic (Canada) explosion in Davis, who carries 
the liability? That Canadian town has yet to be compensated. What can we expect in Davis? Should there be a 
spill in Yolo Basin, what compensation is possible when a state’s water supply is at risk? 
 
   5. Passenger Rail 
 
     While the draft EIR states that the Applicant will work with the Coast 
     Starlight and Coast Pacific Surfliner routes to ensure that there are 
     no delays to passenger rail service in San Luis Obispo area, no such 
     assurances are made about the Capitol Corridor and California Zephyr. 
 
What mitigation will be provided to make sure these two additional train routes will be protected from service 
delays caused by these oil trains? 
 
 
Lastly and most importantly, moving this highly volatile, flammable and toxic crude across thousands of miles of 
rivers, forests, bridges and communities is sheer madness. Each trainload is a disaster waiting to happen. 
Each ton of crude is a ton for climate crisis. 
 
Should this project be approved, the County of San Luis Obispo and its residents carry at least a moral liability 
for any disasters that happen along the thousands of miles of track to the refinery. While your county’s coffers 
may be helped by this refinery, it is the uprail communities and resources that carry the risk. 
 
The fossil fuel industry is literally and figuratively a dying industry. 
San Luis Obispo County can reject this project and redirect its focus to renewable energy. That is the future. 
 
Thank you, 
Elizabeth Lasensky 
187 Full Circle 
Davis, CA 95618 
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Train derails off Second St.
Davis Enterprise, The (CA) - Wednesday, January 29, 2003 

Author: Lauren Keene/Enterprise staff writer

People traveling by Amtrak trains experienced some service delays in Davis this 
morning, the result of a freight train accident that derailed four cars Tuesday night.

No injuries resulted from the derailment, which occurred at about 7:45 p.m. on the Union 
Pacific Railroad tracks that run parallel to Second Street, near Cousteau Place. 

Bob Jones, a general manager with California Northern Railroad, said the derailment was 
the result of an "overspeed impact" that occurred when a 48-car train coming from 
Woodland attempted to connect with another line consisting of 27 cars. The empty cars 
were then destined for Roseville. 

"For some reason they didn't slow as anticipated," Jones said, adding that the longer 
train was traveling an estimated 5 to 6 mph. "They needed to be under four (mph)." 

As a result of the impact, two cars were forced nearly completely off the tracks, creating 
a V shape, while two others were only slightly derailed. Union Pacific Railroad 
maintenance workers reportedly called in cranes to return the cars to the tracks. 

Amtrak spokeswoman Sarah Swain said this morning that the derailment resulted in 
service delays for both the Capitol Corridor and California Zephyr passenger trains, 
which had the use of only one rail line this morning. The Zephyr was delayed by about 15 
minutes, while the Capitol Corridor lines experienced delays of between 25 minutes and 
an hour. 

"Things are picking up now, and the delays are less and less," Swain said late this 
morning. "By the afternoon, it should be all cleared up." 

For updated information, passengers may call Amtrak's passenger information line, at 
(800) USA-RAIL (872-7245). 

-- Reach Lauren Keene at mailto:lkeene@davisenterprise.net 

Wednesday, January 29, 2003 

Record Number: 105D11605DB00D87
Copyright, 2003, The Davis Enterprise. All Rights Reserved.

To bookmark this article, right-click on the link below, and copy the link location:
Train derails off Second St.
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A freight train derailed Tuesday afternoon in downtown Davis and threatened to 
snap power lines, crush fences and roll into back yards. 
Davis Enterprise, The (CA) - Wednesday, November 4, 2009 

Author: Jonathan Edwards ; Enterprise staff writer 

A freight train derailed Tuesday afternoon in downtown Davis and threatened to snap 
power lines, crush fences and roll into back yards.

The tracks collapsed under a 12-car train and two cars toppled, said Capt. Richard 
Moore with the Davis Fire Department. A third car's wheels came off the rails, but the car 
itself stayed upright. 

No one was injured in the accident, which was reported to fire crews at 4:18 p.m. 

Each of the two downed cars carried 90 tons of lime, a chemical used in construction, 
Moore said. A hazardous materials crew was not called in. 

Getting the cars back on track will require a heavy-duty crane, said Javier Arias, 
trainmaster for the California Northern Railroad, which owns the railroad. The soonest he 
could get one to the scene would be midnight. But, he added, the six to seven hours of 
loud noise would disrupt homeowners and businesses. So, work was scheduled to start 6 
a.m. today. 

The train still "could fall into telephone poles or high-voltage power lines," Moore said as 
he assessed the scene. 

That's not going to happen, Arias assured him. 

"If it would've fallen, it would've fallen," he told Moore and Fire Chief Rose Conroy, "and 
we're not going to move it." 

Still, Conroy said, "a security guard of some sort would be appropriate" to keep people 
away from danger. Arias agreed. 

Christi Postlethwaite's house sits next to the tracks. She was in her front yard with her 
5-year-old daughter and 3-year-old son when the train derailed but didn't notice anything. 
In fact, the news surprised her, and she went to inspect. 

Trains are just part of life for Postlethwaite and her family. 

"I hear a train every morning, every evening, every afternoon," she said. Still, she said 
she had wondered why that one had been sitting there longer than usual. 

Donna Purdum has lived in her Boyer Circle home, which is separated from the tracks by 
a fence, for 50 years. This is the second time there's been a train accident, she said. 

The other, she estimated, happened about 30 years ago when a train car lost its load of 
telephone poles. 

"If they had hit anyone, Purdum said, "they would've been killed." 

Arias said this was the first time a train derailed in Davis. Compared to others he's seen, 
he said Tuesday's accident "isn't too bad." 

— Reach Jonathan Edwards at jedwards@davisenterprise.net or (530) 747-8052. 
Comment on this article at www.davisenterprise.com 
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From: Elizabeth Lasensky <elasensky@yahoo.com> 
To: "p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Cc: "jim@jimirving.com" <jim@jimirving.com>, "ktopping@calpoly.edu" 
            <ktopping@calpoly.edu>, "frenchbicycles@gmail.com" 
            <frenchbicycles@gmail.com>, "elcarroll@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <elcarroll@co.slo.ca.us>, "rhedges@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <rhedges@co.slo.ca.us>, "cray@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <cray@co.slo.ca.us>, "bgibson@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, "ahill@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, "darnold@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, "fmecham@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, "boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us>, "lreynolds151@gmail.com" 
            <lreynolds151@gmail.com>, Lynne Nittler 
            <lnittler@sbcglobal.net>, Elizabeth <elasensky@yahoo.com> 
Date: 11/19/2014 04:02 PM 
Subject: Public Comment on Phillips 66 Refinery Railspur Project 
 
 
November 19, 2014 
 
Mr. Murry Wilson 
SLO County Planning Department 
p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
 
Dear Mr. Murry: 
 
Please add my comments to the public legal record on Phillip’s 66 Crude By Rail.  In addition, please forward my 
comments to the Planning Commissioners. 
 
I am a resident of Davis, living within a mile of the train tracks. The Phillips 66 refinery is asking for permission to 
bring Canadian tar sands from Canada into and through California. Each oil train carries more than 3 million gallons 
of explosive, toxic crude oil. This is the most toxic crude oil on earth rolling in trains over the Sierras or down from 
Oregon, where our watershed and forests are, potentially come across the Yolo Bypass, which includes our sensitive 
Yolo Basin Wildlife Preserve. These trains, traveling at 50+miles an hour, will share tracks with Amtrak passenger 
trains and will parallel Interstate 80. They will pass within a mile of several senior housing complexes and our police 
station, pass through our downtown and several additional residential areas, and exit town along the edge of UC 
Davis, including the Mondavi Center complex.  From here, the trains will rumble over the old Carquinas train bridge, 
down through the East Bay with its many earthquake faults on their toxic way to Santa Maria. 
Needless to say, I am very concerned about the cumulative impact of these crude oil trains rumbling through my 
community every day. 
 
As Davis is not considered a major urban area, oil trains may and do travel through our community at 50+ miles an 
hour. Although your revised EIR mentions a 10 mph speed limit in Davis, this is mentioned in context of increased air 
pollution from trains going slowly. What the EIR does not state is that there is a 10 mph crossover switch in Davis at a 
wye curve. 
What guarantee do we have that the railroad will monitor this dangerous slow-speed section? How soon will they 
install the promised Positive Train Control devices? 
 
Speaking of air pollution, the draft EIR states that Yolo and Solano Counties will not have significant increases in air 
pollution from the oil trains. Both counties are quite large with oil trains transiting only a portion of each county. The 
more accurate statistic would be how much additional air pollution will be created within a 5 mile or so distance from 
the tracks. The EIR already states that Davis will have an increase in air pollution because of oil trains going more 
slowly at the 10 mph curve and switch. 
 
The revised EIR states that the new 1232 train cars are safer than the older DOT 111 cars. Please site convincing 
evidence that the newer cars can withstand puncture in a derailment of a train going 50+ miles an hour, as they do in 
Davis. 
 
The draft EIR talks about potential disruption to transportation circulation, mostly in relation to San Luis Obispo 
County and passenger rail. What is not stated is the disruption to auto, pedestrian, bicycle and emergency response 
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traffic at at-grade crossings. How many such crossings are there on the routes from the California border to the 
refinery? What are the consequences of emergency responders being stuck at crossings while 
80 and 100 unit trains pass through? Each crossing will have double the traffic, as the returning trains will also block 
traffic. 
 
The draft EIR notes that California has 38 rail inspectors and is hiring 7 more. The document does not mention any 
additional federal inspectors. Will the track inspections be made public?  Is this really adequate given the state of our 
old bridges and the number of areas of track that are listed as "high risk" on the Office of Spill Prevention and 
Response map for CA? 
 
The draft EIR consistently quotes risk assessments for train derailments starting from either the Roseville or Colton 
rail yards to the SMR. 
However, some of the locations with the greatest potential for derailments and subsequent spills and explosions are 
in Dunsmuir, Feather River Canyon and over Donner and the Sierras. Why were those locations left off the risk 
analysis? With those locations added to the rail miles, what are the new risk assessment numbers? 
 
While the report helpfully tells us that 40% of California firefighters are volunteers, the report does not appropriately 
connect many of those volunteer firefighting units to the high-risk areas over which the oil trains will transit, such as 
remote areas near Dunsmuir, Feather River Canyon, and the Sierras. These volunteer units lack trained spill and 
explosion personnel and equipment. Their ability to respond quickly to incidents in remote areas is unlikely, making 
spills and explosions even more disastrous. 
 
Although the Yolo Bypass, which is the gateway to the Delta, is closer to trained emergency responders, that would 
be little comfort should there be a derailment of heavy tar sands crude into the watershed. 
 
Per your EIR, “Even with these [mitigation] measures, in the unlikely event of an oil spill along the UPRR mainline 
track, cumulative impacts to water resources could be significant. Depending on the location of the spill, impacts may 
occur to water resources that cannot be mitigated through oil spill response, remediation and restoration and the 
cumulative impact would remain significant and unavoidable.” 
 
The EIR is now potentially talking about significant and unavoidable impacts on the drinking water for a huge portion 
of the state. Is San Luis Obispo County prepared to take that risk? 
 
As the Agency responsible for either accepting or rejecting this project, your decision will impact uprail communities 
far beyond the boundaries of San Luis Obispo County. Although SB 861 requires proof from UPRR that they have 
enough insurance to cover any disaster, the railroad is contesting that legislation. Is the County prepared to cover any 
liability, including a worst-case scenario? 
 
Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Lasensky 
187 Full Circle 
Davis CA 95618 
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