
From: "Jack Mauger" <JackMauger@verizon.net> 
To: <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/19/2014 11:05 AM 
Subject: Phillips 66 Rail Spur Project 
 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
I am a resident of Trilogy in Nipomo, a community that will be significantly 
adversely impacted by the Phillips 66 Rail Spur Project if approved and 
implemented.  However, in this email, I will focus more broadly on the potential 
impacts to San Luis Obispo County. 
 
Shipping oil by rail involves the risk of derailment, spillage, possible 
explosions/fires, and the resulting contamination.  There have been several 
highly publicized examples of what can happen – most notably the Lac-Megantic 
(Quebec) derailment and explosion (July 6, 2013). California has rated the rail 
line down Questa Grade as very high risk.  If a train of 
80 DOT-111 tanker cars were to lose control and derail in the vicinity of San 
Luis Obispo, the result could be catastrophic, with a major university, hospitals 
and a community of over 50,000 at risk. San Luis Obispo County lacks an adequate 
number of HazMat resources to deal with such a disaster should it occur; the 
nearest certified HazMat team is in Solvang.(See map at 
http://california.maps.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=92803
3ed043148598f7e511a95072b89 
.)  The Phillips 66 REIR admits that consequences of such a derailment would be 
significant and unavoidable.  I have attached an article from a recent Time 
magazine that addresses issues relating to the DOT-111 tanker cars and the recent 
dramatic increase in oil-by-rail activity.  I understand that Phillips have 
purchased a large number of DOT-111 tanker cars. 
 
I have heard that there is a new tanker car design called DOT-117 that addresses 
the deficiencies of the DOT-11 cars, but they are not yet available.  Until a 
safer tanker car is available, I think the combination of DOT-111 cars, a rail 
system that has been neglected for decades, and the high risk associated with the 
Questa Grade rail line, it would be irresponsible to approve the Phillips 66 Rail 
Spur project. 
 
Jack Mauger 
1171 Kristen Court 
Nipomo(See attached file: Oil Trains.pdf) 
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From: "Jack Mauger" <JackMauger@verizon.net> 
To: <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/20/2014 12:51 PM 
Subject: Phillips 66 Rail Spur Project 
 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
I am a resident of Trilogy in Nipomo, and I have very serious concerns over 
impact of the Phillips 66 Rail Spur Project on our community if the project is 
approved and implemented.  It would adversely impact the Trilogy community in 
many ways.  These include: 
 
      1.       Visual – The proposed rail spur, the lighting, and support 
      facilities would be visible to some of the homes, some of the 
      streets, and parts of the Monarch Dunes golf course (a public 
      facility).  The photos depicted in the REIR were taken from Highway 
      1, which borders Trilogy on the west.  The homes and streets I refer 
      to are considerably higher than the points from which the photos in 
      the REIR were taken.  KVA-1 (page 4.1-16 of the REIR) is at 146 feet 
      above sea level, and KVA-2 (page 4.1-17 of the REIR) is at 208 feet. 
      Via Concha and Louise Lane (within Trilogy) reach about 290 feet 
      above sea level.  There are about two dozen homes and yet to be 
      built-on lots in this area that are prized for their ocean view – not 
      their tanker car view.  The T-box for hole 2 of Monarch Dunes is also 
      in this area.  The proposed rail spur area would be clearly visible 
      in this area and would not be hidden by the berm proposed.  The 3rd, 
      4th, 5th, and 6th fairways all parallel Highway 1 with a thin screen 
      of eucalyptus trees in between and would likely be exposed to a view 
      of the rail spur.  The lighting at night would also ruin the views 
      from the back yards of homes in this area; home owners typically 
      spend tens (and sometimes hundreds) of thousands of dollars 
      landscaping their back yards for outdoor evening entertainment.  The 
      current Phillips 66 facility is hidden by a stand of eucalyptus 
      trees, though at night the current Phillips 66 lighting is visible 
      through the trees. 
 
      2.       Air pollution – The exhaust from the increased train 
      activity and the supporting diesel truck would add to the air 
      pollution in a part of the county that already violates California 
      air quality several weeks per year.  There are many retired people 
      residing in Trilogy (and nearby Black Lake Country Club) some of whom 
      suffer from breathing problems; this increased pollution level would 
      increase their problems and likely discourage other retirees from 
      moving to this area. 
 
      3.       Sound – The sounds of tank cars rolling in and out along 
      with the noise of supporting trucks and other machinery would also 
      impact the western portions of the Trilogy community and probably 
      beyond.  (I live in the far eastern edge of Trilogy and can sometimes 
      hear the trains going by.) 
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      4.       Increased risk – With five trains of 80 DOT-111 tanker cars 
      each coming and going each week, the risk of derailment and spills 
      would increase dramatically for Trilogy residents (and the rest of 
      SLO County). 
 
      5.       Odor – Some of my friends in the Trilogy community claim to 
      have actually smelled discharges from the current Phillips 66 
      operations.  Bringing crude oil in by tanker car would likely 
      increase the frequency of such odorous events. 
 
      6.       Property values – Having the kind of facility proposed by 
      Phillips 66 so visible would be likely to negatively impact our 
      property values.  It could also slow the growth of Trilogy and 
      negatively impact property taxes for San Luis Obispo County.  When my 
      wife and I were looking at properties at Trilogy (before signing a 
      contract), we once drove to Trilogy via Highway 1 from Pismo.  We 
      were unpleasantly surprised to see the Phillips 66 refinery so close 
      to Trilogy.  When it was explained to us that they received their 
      crude oil by pipeline and were a relatively benign industrial 
      facility, our concerns were somewhat relieved.  The proposed rail 
      spur would dramatically change that. 
 
I suspect that Phillips 66 is proposing this project for the sole purpose of 
taking advantage of the low-cost crude oil now being produced in Alberta and 
North Dakota.  This would increase their profit margins over what they currently 
realize from the processing of more expensive (also less hazardous and cleaner) 
crude oil produced in California. 
 
Jack Mauger 
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From: "Jack Mauger" <JackMauger@verizon.net> 
To: <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/24/2014 04:56 PM 
Subject: Phillips 66 Rail Spur Project 
 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
In case someone tries to justify approval of the Phillips 66 Rail Spur project by 
claiming it will generate jobs, I’d like to comment on this and the potential 
economic impact it would have. 
 
The rail spur project is expected to generate “no more than 12” permanent jobs, 
which would have a small positive impact on the county.  The negative impact the 
project could have to Trilogy (in slowing and/or limiting 
growth) could have a much larger negative impact on the counties tax revenues 
(both sales and property taxes).  The Trilogy has sold 595 homes to date and has 
plans to increase that number to 1,320 by the end of phase 2.  There are also 
plans for commercial and light industry development that will provide new jobs in 
time (probably many times the 12 that Phillips 66 would add).  In addition to 
overt new jobs, many of the Trilogy residents are retirees who bring their 
retirement savings to San Luis Obispo County and spend much of it in the local 
economy. 
 
It would seem brain-damaged to me to jeopardize the significant, positive impact 
of Trilogy’s continued growth for the trivial addition of 12 jobs created by 
Phillips 66.  This is to say nothing of the negative environmental impact of the 
rail spur project or the increased risk of a major oil spill disaster. 
 
Jack Mauger 
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