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From: Tom Ryan <whitneyhiker888@yahoo.com> 
To: "p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/23/2014 02:16 PM 
Subject: Opposed to the Phillips 66 Rail Terminal Project 
 
 
Mr. Murry Wilson, SLO County Planning Department, 
 
 
Please DO NOT APPROVE the plan for a proposed crude oil rail terminal to be built at 
the Phillips 66 refinery in Arroyo Grande. 
 
The crude oil that is targeted to be brought in  by rail car is the Canadian tar 
sands crude oil.  This Canadian tar sands crude oil is more volatile and contains 
more harmful chemicals than the local crude oil that is currently being supplied to 
the refinery. 
 
Nowhere in the REIR document does Phillips calculate the increase in the air 
pollution attributable to this new refinery feedstock. 
 
The operations at the refinery currently fail to meet California air quality 
standards on well over 60 days per year.  These failures will only increase with a 
lower quality feedstock being run through the refinery.  On top of that, the 
emissions from the unloading of rail cars and the associated locomotives spewing 
diesel fumes will exacerbate the air quality problems. 
 
At a meeting of the South County Advisory Board about a month ago in the Community 
Services Center in Nipomo, I asked Jim Anderson (Superintendent of the Phillips 
refinery and a Petroleum Engineer) about the quality of the crude oil proposed to be 
brought in by rail car.  Jim's reply to my question was that the heavy crude to be 
brought in by rail car (which is reported to be Canadian tar sands crude oil) will be 
of the same quality as the heavy crude oil that is currently being supplied to the 
refinery through the pipeline from Santa Maria. 
 
It appears from what I have read in the newspapers about Canadian tar sands crude 
oil, Jim did not tell the whole truth. 
 
Please check the details behind the differences in the current crude oil being run 
through the refinery and the details of the Canadian tar sands crude oil to be 
brought in by rail car.  This appears to be another instance of "hide the ball." 
 
The REIR should fully disclose the differences of the crude to be brought in to the 
refinery and the differences of air pollution as a result of the change in crude oil 
feed stocks.  This is a big part of what will change the environment in San Luis 
Obispo County. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Thomas M. Ryan, CPA 
1836 Nathan Way 
Nipomo, CA 93444 
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From: Tom Ryan <whitneyhiker888@yahoo.com> 
To: "p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Cc: "jim@jimirving.com" <jim@jimirving.com>, "ktopping@calpoly.edu" 
            <ktopping@calpoly.edu>, "frenchbicycles@gmail.com" 
            <frenchbicycles@gmail.com>, "elcarroll@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <elcarroll@co.slo.ca.us>, "rhedges@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <rhedges@co.slo.ca.us>, "cray@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <cray@co.slo.ca.us>, "bgibson@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, "ahill@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, "darnold@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, "fmecham@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, "boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us>, "sups@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <sups@co.slo.ca.us>, "lreynolds151@gmail.com" 
            <lreynolds151@gmail.com> 
Date: 11/23/2014 02:46 PM 
Subject: Opposed to the Phillips 66 Rail Terminal Project 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Murry Wilson, SLO County Planning Department, 
 
 
Please DO NOT APPROVE the plan for a proposed crude oil rail terminal to be built at 
the Phillips 66 refinery in Arroyo Grande. 
 
Phillips 66 did not comment on the fact that the Santa Maria Refinery (located in 
Arroyo Grande, CA) is inexplicably linked to the Phillips 66 Refinery in the San 
Francisco Bay Area (located in Rodeo, CA).  This would make the Phillips 66 REIR a 
piecemeal review. 
 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) forbids “piecemeal” review of the 
significant environmental impacts of a project (see Banning Ranch Conservancy v. City 
of Newport Beach, 211 Cal.App.4th 1209, December 12, 2012). 
 
I know that the refinery in Arroyo Grande and the refinery in Rodeo are linked from 
two sources.  The first is from reading a prior year's Phillips 
66 Annual Report; and the second is from my own experience as a Unocal employee in 
the late 1980s.  Prior to Phillips 66 owning and operating the linked refineries, 
they were owned and operated by Unocal (aka Union 76). 
 
The REIR should be rejected as CEQA forbids a piecemeal review, and is therefore this 
document is significantly incomplete. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Thomas M. Ryan, CPA 
1836 Nathan Way 
Nipomo, CA 93444 
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From: Tom Ryan <whitneyhiker888@yahoo.com> 
To: "p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/23/2014 03:55 PM 
Subject: Opposed to the Phillipps 66 Rail Terminal Project 
 
 
 
Mr. Murry Wilson, SLO County Planning Department, 
 
 
DO NOT APPROVE the plan for a proposed crude oil rail terminal to be built at the 
Phillips 66 refinery in Arroyo Grande. 
 
The San Luis Obispo County Planners previously approved a residential housing 
development in Nipomo called the Woodlands.  It is also known as Trilogy and as 
Monarch Dunes. 
 
After the development received approval by the your office, hundreds of homes have 
been built according to the plan submitted.  The residents of that development bought 
those homes knowing that the state and local governments would enforce the air 
quality standards. 
 
Currently, there are issues with the California State Parks Department meeting the 
air quality standards for particles in the air than blow off the Dunes as a result of 
off-road vehicles. 
 
In addition, Phillips 66 has failed to operate within California air quality 
standards for over 60 days every year. 
 
The residents of the Woodlands development currently endure two sources of unlawful 
air pollution.  The proposed Phillips 66 Rail Terminal Project would introduced yet 
another deadly source of increased air pollution. 
This new proposed source of air pollution is too much.  No amount of Air Quality 
Emission Credits bought by Phillips 66 will offset the deadly air pollution put upon 
the residents of the Woodlands. 
 
It should not be legal to kill people. 
 
I contend it was not the intent of County Planners to approve the Woodlands 
residential development, and then bombard them with additional dangerous air 
pollution.  Rather than that, I feel the County Planners intended the existing buffer 
area between the refinery facilities and the Woodlands development remain as a buffer 
to collect PetCoke dust from the storage piles next to the refinery facilities. 
 
The Phillips 66 Rail Terminal Project should be rejected.  The buffer zone, between 
the current refinery facilities and the Woodlands, should remain as it has been since 
the late 1950s. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Thomas M. Ryan, CPA 
1836 Nathan Way 
Nipomo, CA 93444 
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From: Tom Ryan <whitneyhiker888@yahoo.com> 
To: "p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/23/2014 03:59 PM 
Subject: Opposed to the Phillips 66 Rail Terminal Project 
 
 
Mr. Murry Wilson, SLO County Planning Department, 
 
 
Please DO NOT APPROVE the plan for a proposed crude oil rail terminal to be built at 
the Phillips 66 refinery in Arroyo Grande. 
 
Approximately two years ago Phillips 66  provided your office with information 
detailing the importance for them to be given approval to increase the capacity of 
the refinery in Arroyo Grande by 10%.  There was no mention of Phillips' being 
worried about obtaining enough local crude oil to meet this increase in capacity. 
 
Now, after getting your approval for an increase in capacity, there is magically a 
threat of not enough local crude to meet the needs of the refinery.  Because of this 
so called threat of not enough local crude oil, Phillips insists they need to build a 
huge crude oil rail terminal that could bring in 100% of the crude oil needs of the 
refinery. 
 
This threat is a fabrication.  If you read the crude oil reserve estimates of the 
area oil producers (in annual reports and in articles published in the Oil & Gas 
Journal), there is NO threat. 
 
Phillips 66 merely wants to bring low cost Canadian tar sands crude to the Arroyo 
Grande refinery in order to increase its profits.  They do not care how much 
increased air pollution that citizens of San Luis Obispo County must breathe.  
Phillips 66 is motivated by profits. 
 
Do not spoil the reputation of our beautiful county, just to allow Phillips 
66 to make more money. 
 
The Phillips 66 Rail Terminal Project should be rejected. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Thomas M. Ryan, CPA 
1836 Nathan Way 
Nipomo, CA 93444 
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