
From: CAITRIONA JEANNE SMYTH <caitriona_smyth@berkeley.edu> 
To: p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
Date: 11/23/2014 05:20 PM 
Subject: Comment on the Proposed Philips 66 project 
 
 
Dear Mr. Wilson, 
 
I am writing in opposition of the proposed oil by rail project at the Philips 66 
Santa Maria Refinery. As a student at UC Berkeley and resident of Berkeley, 
California, I am deeply concerned by the proposition of this project--which would 
put me, my friends, family, and community, at risk. 
The transportation of oil by rail is dangerous and irresponsible--it puts at risk 
millions of Californians residing along the transport line, and within the 
potential blast zone. 
 
The draft Environmental Impact report grossly underestimates the risks posed to 
communities all across California by using antiquated data on the frequency of 
crude rail accidents and their magnitude. As I am sure you know, Canada has faced 
tragedies at the hands of oil transported by rail, including an accident in 2013 
that killed 47 people. Forty-seven. I know that you do not wish this to be the 
future of our communities, so please, don't let it be--keep them safe from this 
vastly under-regulated method of transporting oil. Furthermore, offer our economy 
a chance to divest from the fossil fuels that are resulting in the deterioration 
of the planet's climate, massive amounts of pollution, and degradation of human 
health. 
 
The Philips 66 project would result in volatile toxic chemicals leaking out of 
tank cars and into the air--poisoning communities along rail routes. In its 
latest environmental review Phillips 66 admits that its proposed oil train 
facility will create “significant and unavoidable” levels of air pollution, 
including toxic sulfur dioxide and cancer-causing chemicals. The report cites 
increased health risks -- particularly for children and the elderly -- of cancer, 
heart disease, respiratory disease, and premature death. 
 
Thus, I urge the San Luis Obispo County Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors to reject the Phillips 66 proposed rail spur. This project creates 
significant, unavoidable, and unnecessary risks for our communities and our 
climate. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Caitriona Smyth 
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