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Mr. Murry Wilson
County of San Luis Obispo Planning Department

Re: Comments on the DEIR for the Phillips 66 Santa Maria Refinery Project
Dear Mr. Wilson:

| would like to submit the comments on the subject DEIR contained in this letter to the
appropriate decision-making body for its consideration.

| and my neighbors will be directly affected in an adverse way if the project is approved. My
home in the city of San Luis Obispo, which was constructed along with 3 others in 2009, is
located within 300 feet of the UPRR mainline tracks. If the subject project is approved this rail
line could be used by up to 500 trains per year (one arriving and one leaving the refinery on
each of 250 days). Each train could include 80-100 tanker cars, the existing fleet of which are
unsuited to carry flammable cargo because of their inadequate design according to rail safety
experts.

The comments in this letter are informed by a series of very recent serious incidents/accidents
by similar trains transporting crude oil, including several carrying oil from the Bakken shale
formation in North Dakota , which is a likely source of the oil proposed to be transported to the
Nipomo (Santa Maria) refinery. The most serious of the accidents, of oil trains carrying crude
from shale fields (on 6 July 2013), in Lac Megantic, Quebec, Canada, involved a 74-car train
and resulted in the deaths of 47 residents and damaged or destroyed substantial areas of the
town. Other accidents of oil trains in the small town of Casselton ND and rural Alabama in the
last several months resulted in explosive fires and necessitated evacuations. And there have
been other incidents, including one within the last several weeks on a bridge in Philadelphia. A
New York Times article published on 26 January 2014 titled "Accidents Surge as Oil Industry
Takes the Train," states that no fewer than 10 large crude oil spills in the US and Canada have
occurred since March 2013 because of rail accidents.

The article further notes that in the race for profits and energy independence, critics say
producers took shortcuts to get the oil to market as quickly as possible without weighing the
hazards of train shipments. The article also states that in a recent meeting with the US
Transportation Department and regulators, railroad executives pledged to look for ways to make
rail oil convoys safer. Based on this information, it appears that the Draft EIR is inadequte in its
quantitative risk analysis and in identifying potential mitigation measures that might reduce the
risk of accidents and their consequences along the UPRR mainline. This deficiency affects
several categories of environmental resources and results in several impacts being improperly
classified as Class lll rather than Class | or Class II.
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1. Transportation. The conclusion of the DEIR that transportation impacts are Class lll is
inadequate and not properly documented. A more detailed and thorough quantitative risk
assessment of the potential for serious accidents along the UPRR may likely indicate a
substantial potential for disruption to transportation, both to rail and to roadway CUK-2
transportation where there are rail crossings. This potential disruption could affect both
passenger and freight transport. This should be classified as either a Class Il or Class |
impact.

2. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. The quantitative risk assessment is inadequate and
needs to be substantially expanded and more transparent. The recent history of serious
accidents of oil trains with explosive fires and human fatalities surely indicates that this
impact should be a Class Il or Class | impact. The UPRR mainline passes near some
highly populated areas, including California Polytechnic Institute and San Luis Obispo
neighborhoods that include the high school, French Hospital, and apartment communities.
The quantitative risk assessment needs to be much more detailed in analyzing the human
population numbers at risk in the event of accidents and the potential consequences to at-
risk populations in the event of a serious accident. The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration (PHMSA) in an alert issued on 2 January 2014 said that crude oll
produced in the Bakken appears to be a lot more volatile than other grades of oil and
poses "a significant fire risk" in an accident.

3. Inconsistencies in Impact Classifications. It is indeed strange and disconcerting that
the DEIR classifies the impacts to water quality and to biological resources of potential oil
train accidents along the UPRR mainline as very serious Class | impacts but concludes CUK-4

that impacts to human populations of potential oil train accidents with hazardous materials
spills and potential fires and explosions to be insignificant (Class IlI).

Based on the importance of the items noted above, It is clear that the project description in the
DEIR also needs to be expanded to give much greater attention to the operations phase of
the project as it relates to oil train use of the UPRR mainline. Also, given the importance
of these matters to the general affected public, the public noticing has been inadequate.
At the least, the availability of the DEIR should have been publicized with a large display
ad in the local newspaper.

| respectfully request that the appropriate decision-making bodies of the County find that the
DEIR is inadequate, decline to certify the EIR, and require a new Draft EIR to be prepared
and circulated. Alternatively, the project applications should be denied.

Respectfully submitted,

enneth M Curtis
San Luis Obispo, CA
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