From: Art Herbon <afherbon@gmail.com>

To: Murray Wilson <mwilson@co.slo.ca.us>, Caren Ray<cray@co.slo.ca.us>,
Supervisor Adam Hill <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, Supervisor Bruce Gibson
<bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, Supervisor Debbie Arnold <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>,
Supervisor Frank Mecham <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>

Date: 01/21/2014 08:18 PM

Subject: Phillips Rail Project - Environmental Impact Report

Dear Mr. Wilson and members of SLO County Supervisors:

I am writing in objection to the accuracy of the environmental impact report on
the Phillips Rail Spur project. My objections are:

1. Diesel locomotive increased particulate levels - residents of the
Nipomo Mesa already encounter over 50 days per year with unhealthful
air due to fine particulates. The existing source of fine
particulates is the sand dunes, exacerbated by dune buggy activity.
Diesel locomotives will operate continuously if the rail spur is
activated, less than 1/2 mile up-wind from residents of Trilogy. The
increased fine particulates from diesel train engines cannot be
mitigated for the residents that are down wind of Phillips. The
resulting condition is dangerous to the health of nearby residents.

2. View from neighboring residents - Rows of trains on the rail spur
plainly visible 1/4 mile from Trilogy residents, and from the
proposed site of a resort hotel complex. Phillips proposes partially
blocking the view with a man-made sand dune alongside the rail spur.
The added sand dune will increase sand fine particulates for nearby
residents.

3. Threat to quality of our only water supply - The handling of
23,000 volatile crude tank cars per year over our only source of
water, the Santa Maria Aquifer, could result in catastrophic damage
to our future. One spill that affects our aquifer and residents will
have no water!

4. Increased water usage - Phillips' expansion will increase use of
water from the Santa Maria Aquifer. Water usage will be much higher
than projected because the EIR does not consider the use of water to
reduce fine particulates from the man-made dunes alongside the rail
spur.

5. Noisy movement of trains on the spur around the clock, only 1/4 mile
from residents. Phillips claims noise will be minor because the
diesel engines will be kept on the far end of the line. However,
each tanker car (80 per train) will make loud banging noises every
time a train is started and stopped to drain a tanker into Phillips'
input point. This can occur 24-7 according to Phillips.

6. Operation of volatile crude tanker tanker train daily throughout the
County of SLO. Consider, for instance, that an explosive load could
be rail transported within 100 feet of Cal Poly facilities. Imaging
the impact of an explosion 100 feet away from the football stadium
when it is in use.
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7. Lighting pollution - Residents 1/4 mile from the proposed rail spur

will be subjected to lighting that will ruin the beauty of seeing

HEA-7

stars at night.

8. Unknown dangers of Bakken crude from out of state - Federal
government entities acknowledge that crude o0il involved in recent
train accidents has a lower flash point, resulting in many more
explosive disasters than in the past. For instance, Wall Street
Journal reported on 1/15/2014 (Cities Grapple with 0il-Train Safety,
by Russel Gold) that the Federal Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration (PHMSA) is investigating whether Bakken crude
might contain large amounts of gases and related liquids such as
butane, propane and ethane. The EIR refers to Bakken crude as a
possible material to be delivered to Phillips.

9. Increased congestion on Nipomo Mesa - Phillips has said the County
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(you) want to put a public road through Phillips property, including
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a bridge over the railway. This will give recreation vehicles a
shorter route from highway 101, via Willow Road, to visit off-road
dune buggy areas.

10. Petroleum odors at neighboring residents - Current practice at

Phillips since 1955 has been to handle crude through pipelines.
P gn pip HEA-10

Residents complain frequently from "petroleum smells". The handling
of crude by rail instead of pipeline will increase the chance of
odors. The handling of Bakken crude will also increase the chance of
odors, since Bakken crude contains more volatile gases.

When the County Board of Supervisors approved the construction of 1,320
residences at Trilogy, they must have recognized the conflict in land use with a
refinery so close to residences. The Rail Spur project makes the refinery
operations much closer and more dangerous than you previously considered.

Property valuations have soared on the Nipomo Mesa since the County approved the
1,320 residences at the Trilogy development. Future plans for a resort hotel
will increase valuations even more. The Phillips Rail Spur threatens all of
these gains.

Looking at the big picture of SLO County, imagine the impact 23,000 oil tanker
cars per year, carrying Bakken crude, passing through San Luis Obispo and other
cities. Imagine, for instance, a train with 80 crude tanker cars coming down th
Cuesta Grade and derailing 100 feet from the Cal Poly football stadium. Once th
county approves Phillips for receiving crude by rail, the county will lose any
authority for preventing this danger.

Thank you for your attention on this matter.

Respectfully Yours,

Art Herbon

941 Sophie Ct, Nipomo, CA
805-294-3012 (cell)
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