On Monday, January 27, 2014 4:22 PM, "the2peas@yahoo.com"
<the2peas@yahoo.com> wrote:
Monday, January 27th 2014

Dear Honorable Supervisors,

This correspondence is to voice our opposition to the proposed rail spur project
at the Conoco Phillips refinery. The name itself sounds innocuous but the scope
of the project poses very real and potentially catastrophic environmental and
economic consequences for our beautiful pristine coastline, tourism, agriculture,
and all those who live here; not to mention for future generations to come. As
we are learning, this Phillips

66 is an older refinery built in the 50's and currently handles a much

safer sweet crude, coke and fertilizer products. Now, Phillips 66 wants a
bigger market share of crude o0il and the opportunity to be a part of shipping oil
from the west coast to foreign markets. Since no pipelines exist to move the
"black gold" rush of highly volatile and explosive Bakken crude oil from the
shale oil patches in Montana and North Dakota across the country to the west
coast where o0il companies intend to refine it for sale to Asia and other parts of
the world,

Phillips 66 wants to increase their rail capacity to their refinery on Hwy

1 on the Mesa (Arroyo Grande/Nipomo) to as a way to increase their profits by
building these additional 5 sets of tracks to handle the rail cars transporting
crude oil including the very explosive Bakken crude oil via such routes as the
Tehachapi Mountain Pass, or potentially from Southern California over the aging
and very elevated Goviota railroad over-crossing (over the Gaviota State Beach)
and from there to be transported by rail through San Luis Obispo County to the
San Francisco Bay Area near Hwy 101 via Cuesta Grade.

The Conoco Phillips 66 refinery is located in a populated area on the Mesa near
large groves of highly flammable eucalyptus trees and about a mile

from the Trilogy golf course/residential community. Phillips 66's

proposal to build the 5 sets of rails, a refinery depot, pumping station and
additional refinery equipment is far more than a mere "Rail Spur"

project as they would like to purport to the public and Board of Supervisors.
Upon completion of the new railroad tracks, and from what we understand, Phillips
66 will then be able to increase their rail traffic from the current 18 cars per
week of the safer sweet crude oil and coke to upwards of 400 rail cars per week
that will include transport of the dangerous, highly volatile, unstable and
explosive Bakken crude oil. 1In the last year alone, there were at least 4
catastrophic rail accidents involving crude o0il including the Bakken crude o0il
(Canada/fatalities) and an evacuation of an area up to 5 mile

The specific areas of concern to us and many residents we have spoke with are
some major safety issues that the Board of Supervisors and County could consider
in NOT APPROVING the "Rail Spur" project for Phillips 66 and NOT ALLOWING BAKKEN
CRUDE OIL to be transported through San Luis Obispo County:

0il brought in on rails will be brought in on an an antiquated rail system and in
tank cars that are old and substandard for transporting the very volatile,
flammable, Bakken crude oil that Phillips 66 intends on through our county upon

KLBS-1

KLBS-2

KLBS-3

KLBS-4



John
Line

John
Line

John
Line

John
Line

John
Text Box
KLBS-1

John
Text Box
KLBS-4

John
Text Box
KLBS-3

John
Text Box
KLBS-2


completion of the "Rail Spur" project which is intended to make it's refinery
capable of handling crude o0il rather than it's current safer sweet crude, coke
and fertilizers. Catastrophic train accidents and explosions have occurred all
over the country in the past year involving crude oil, including the Bakken Crude
0il. In 3July 2013, 47 people were killed in Lac-Megantic, Quebec, Canada with the
derailment of a train

hauling the Bakken Crude 0il. The rail line in San Luis Obispo County is
shared with Amtrak passenger trains and travels along some of the state's most
beautiful beaches. The possibility of a derailment grows exponentially with such
a big increase of rail traffic and shipments of crude oil - especially the Bakken
Crude 0il - as does the possibilities of explosion of rail cars carrying crude
0il. San Luis Obispo County, it's businesses and residents take on all the risk
of losing what it is known for - a beautiful coastal area with a thriving tourism
and business community, local agriculture that provides food for this state and
country and residents who do not want to lose their lives or homes as a result of
a train explosion or derailment. An explosion of crude oil tanker cars, fire
plumes of oil laden smoke and toxins will destroy our community and economy. I
haven't even mentioned the possibilities of injuries and death that would occur
in the event of a train wreck involving the Bakken 0il that will be brought into
our community by rail to the Phillips 66 refinery.

The Phillips 66 proposed "Rail Spur" project with 5 sets of railroad tracks
loaded with hundreds of aging or outdated crude oil tanker cars will result in a
24/7 running of diesel train engines which by that alone will be very detrimental
to our air quality, wildlife and the everyday enjoyment of area by nearby
residents such as us. The leakage of o0il, diesel and other pollutants by the
diesel engines and tanker cars are other sources of pollution. A catastrophic
train crash would cause untold environmental damage for generations to come.

The Gaviota and the Santa Ynez River train trestles come to mind.

Specifically, tank cars have literally been blown off the Gaviota train trestle
bridge by the high winds that are very common to this area. While we do not have
a trestle over the beach, we still have rails running right over sand with high
winds coming off the ocean. Couple that with rail cars full of volatile, even
explosive cargo could create an environmental disaster bigger than the o0il in
Avila Beach incident. How long did that take to clean up?

In the Draft Environmental Impact Report, there are things that simply cannot be
mitigated; fire, derailment i.e. over the Cuesta Grade, agriculture, tourism,
damage to agriculture, air pollution, water pollution.

The many negatives outweigh the positives. Our community nor this country would
benefit financially or otherwise as most of the refined product would go abroad
to places like China and Europe making the oil companies billions in revenue
while leaving our community nothing but vulnerable to catastrophe.

In the interest of not loading you down with attachments, we have not attached
the many articles of interest regarding the negative effects of o0il on rails.
That can be brought up at another venue. Thank you in advance for your attention
to this matter and listening to our concerns.
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We live approximately 1 mile from the Conoco Phillips 66 refinery. We are
begging the Board of Supervisors to NOT ALLOW/approve the refinery's "Rail Spur
Project" and to PROHIBIT the refinery from bringing into the county the dangerous
Bakken Crude 0il - ever, under any circumstance.

We are transmitting this email to the entire Board of Supervisors on January 27th
2014 at approximately 4:20PM to meet the deadline for public response.

Sincerely,
Lorraine Krolosky and Suzanne Blick

1375 East Grand Ave #103
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420





