From: MMadden <mmadden94l@earthlink.net>

To: mwilson@co.slo.ca.us
Date: ©1/22/2014 02:10 PM
Subject: Phillips Rail Spur

Dear SLO County Supervisors:

Please pardon the length of this email, but there are critical new points to be
made, and we've tried to be as succinct as possible.

It's one thing for our citizens to alert you to the dangers of rail delivery of
crude. tBut I'm sure you'd also like to hear from your peers -- i.e., government
officials who have beenton-site when the reality of the disaster hit home. TAnd
of course, it's enlightening to see how 0il executives are dancing to address the
issues.

As per the New York Times (1/11/14) (
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/11/business/energy-environment/north-dakota-
senators-want-stronger-rail-safety-rules.html? r=0

) O

1. A Change Of Heart: Elected officials who have been supporters of the oil
industry have suddenly found "religion"; they now realize the horrific impact of
shipping crude by rail ...

i "After train accidents involving North Dakotan crude o0il, political leaders are
putting pressure on the Obama administration to improve railroad safety
regulations, with some even urging a slowdown in drilling until safety solutions
are found."

i Senator Heidi Heitkamp, a North Dakota Democrat said "Today we put pressure on
D.0.T. andtthe Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administrationtto step up
and move forward with safety provisions, which have not been handled with the
necessary urgency.i

itiWe need to manage the growth,i Senator John Hoeven, a Republican of North
Dakota, said. iWe want to make sure we maintain our quality of life and safety.i

i "Robert W. Harms, chairman of North Dakotais Republican Party, called the
accident in Casselton 'a wake-up call,' and suggested that even people in the o0il
industry thought production was being driven up too fast."

itGrady C. Cothen Jr., a transportation policy consultant said Bakken crude was
inot what any of us expected,fwith a far higher tendency to explode or burn. tThe
D.0.T. didnit know what they had on their hands."
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2. Rail -- The Cheaper, Faster Route To Profits:tThe drive to achieve profits
more quickly has led o0il executives to abandon building safe pipelines, and
instead embrace ancient rail cars ...

i "Because of a lack of pipelines, more than two-thirds of the Bakken production
is transported by train, and oil executives are hoping to double the Bakkenis
output over the next several years. Any heightened effort to upgrade older
transport cars or replace them with newer, more secure cars could slow
production."”

3. The Inability To Safely Deliver Crude By Rail:tRon Ness, president of the
North Dakota Petroleum Council, saidtiWhat we are thinking is you need to keep
the trains on the tracks, right? What are we doing to keep the trains on the
tracks to prevent derailments, inspecting the tracks?i

4. Recognizing The Need To Keep Rail Shipments Of Crude Far Away From
Citizens:*tJack Ekstrom, a vice president at Whiting Petroleum said, iIt seems
likely that building track around cities rather than through cities would be
safer.1

5. Infighting, Posturing, And A Lack Of Consensus Regarding Solutions:
Officials are divided regarding what to do, are at odds withtthe oil companies,
and the oil companies are pointing fingers at the railroads ...

i "The drive by both state Republican and Democratic leaders is creating fissures
among them and the oil industry, and between rail and oil interests, about what
should be done to avoid future accidents.”

i "Executives in the oil industry have objected to the Transportation
Departmentis safety alert about the potential volatility of Bakken crude, which
is of high quality and rich in natural gas liquids that may make it more prone to
ignite at lower temperatures. The o0il industry says that it is a problem with the
train cars carrying the crude, not with the oil."

i According to the article, TransportationtSecretary Foxx "wants to organize a
meeting" and then "might be able to provide some guidance regarding the standard
for new railcars.it

Truly, with an industry intturmoiltand the lives and quality of life of the
citizens of SLO County at stake, is there any doubt that the Phillips 66 "rail
spur"” project should be denied?

As always, as SLO County Supervisors, thank you for being our advocates.



Mr. Murray Wilson

Environmental Resource Specialist
County of San Luis Obispo

976 0Osos St. Room 300

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Dear Mr. Wilson,

I am writing this letter in regards to the plans that have been presented by
Phillips Conoco to develop a iRail Spuri on their property on the Mesa of Nipomo.
I know that you have or will be receiving letters expressing concern about this
project and the hazards that this project can present.

There are issues of pollution and possible accidents that have been extremely
disturbing to someone who is interested in this area.

Since I am unclear as to when this project was first proposed to the board I
would like to ask the board to consider their responsibility to the people living
on the Mesa. At one point in time, when Conoco Phillips first arrived on the
Mesa, the area was considered very rural, with a very low population of people,
but a high population of animals and eucalyptus trees. There were very few homes
and the area was covered with trees. At that time, a project such as what they
are proposing would have impacted the animals residing in the area, but the trees
could possibly have absorbed some of the pollution and so the residents living in
the lower part of Nipomo may not have been impacted so greatly by the light and
air

and noise pollution that will be a part of this project. Of course an

accident occurring such as the ones that have recently occurred in North Dakota
and Canada with the volatile products that are being carried in the inadequately
prepared rail cars would have probably still wiped out the center of Nipomo or
damaged the environment to the extent that people would not have been able to
live there in the same way, so some people would have been dramatically impacted.

However, at some point in time the planning board and the people of Nipomo
decided that they did not want to remain a rural community and plans were
proposed and passed by the planning board to allow the Mesa area to develop into
a residential area. This change may have occurred to increase the tax revenues
for the community and to expand the services that were able to be provided to the
people living in Nipomo and the surrounding areas. For whatever reason, the
board has approved the building that has allowed the population of Nipomo to
increase 80.24% since 1990. That would indicate that in 1965 or when Phillips
Conoco plant was built, there were very few

people living in the area of the plant. Population wise it may have been
similar to the area of North Dakota where the last explosion occurred from the
rail carrying fuel products.

There are many developments, such as Black Lake, Cypress and Trilogy that were
allowed to be built with great plans of expanding the area to include more golf
courses, hotels, and to become an area which is considered a great place to
retire and a place of destination. More individual homes were built with the
blessing of the planning board. The mean home value increased from $189,000 in
2000 to $561,000 in 2011. That represents a large increase in the tax coffers to
be used for the betterment of Nipomo and surrounding areas. Many of those homes
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that have increased the value of this area are situated on or near the Mesa.
People have made the decision to move to this area based on the idea that the
planning board of the community had wanted this change to occur and that they
would be overseeing and protecting the property and the lives of the people that
they have encouraged to live in Nipomo.

I am hoping that this letter helps you to recognize the responsibility that you
have to assure that what happens in the area will not destroy the value, the
environment, and the great plan for the future of this area, the plan that was
determined by your committee to go forward many years ago that would change this
area from eucalyptus trees to residences. Needless to say, you have a
responsibility to assure that people living in the area are safe from being
attacked by large corporations sending pollutants and setting up a dangerous
environmental hazard in their back yards that would terminate any plans for
future life.

I urge you to take this matter seriously. If you read about what has happened
recently you will realize that other people who had similar decisions to make did
not recognize the full extent of their decisions and many people have suffered
and much damage has been done to the environment.

Sincerely,
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Dear Supervisor Ray & Mr. Wilson:
Regarding the Phillips rail project -- each day we come upon further evidence
that requires us to communicate with the two of you, and which will hopefully

prompt you to enhance the EIR and communicate with all county decision makers.

Today I submit evidence from page 1 of the Jan. 8, 2014 issue of the Wall St.
Journal, the most credible of reporters.

Please -- take time to not only read the article, but watch the video. It brings
to life the long-term impact these rail intrusions have on local communities. It
describes the AFTERMATH, months and months later, on a county whose officials did
nothing to prevent rail cars filled with crude from gaining access to their
communities.

It shows how, long after the smoke has cleared and the media has departed, a
county is left broken and scarred.

The aftermath now includes O

- Enormous oil spills.

- Lack of funds to deal with the aftermath.

- And not the least of the issues, the death and destruction it all caused.

http://online.wsj.com/news/article email/SB10001424052702304773104579268871635384
130- 1MyQjAXMTAOMDEWMDEXNDAYW

Sincerely
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Letter to Caren ray:

Recent newspaper accounts of the fiery destruction caused by train derailments in
which an entire town was obliterated and another in which fireballs of flame and
black smoke caused the evacuation of the town should be reason enough to oppose
the rail spur; an interesting euphemism for Phillips Petroleum to increase the
tanker car shipment by 2000%.

The EIR noted multiple categories of "significant impact" in terms of
agriculture, noise and light pollution, fugitive dust emissions and disruption to
the environment eco-system in terms of destroying the crust of the dunes and
increasing traffic, all with little mention of how these problems will be
mitigated. The report was even more disturbing as it noted that there was little
effort to curtail an o0il spill let alone how a catastrophic explosion would be
dealt with.

Yes, there are those who will say that an accident is a 226 year event.

That's nonsense. Recent train accidents across the country were caused by human
failure; and there is no way to mitigate human failure; and the downside of such
a cataclysmic event just a mile from a population area is to horrific to imagine.

Other arguments say that we need to be independent of foreign fuel, but by
Phillips own words, the by product of the refined crude will be shipped out of
the United States. Thus the benefit of the energy independence is accrued to
Phillips Petroleum while we are balanced on the edge of a probable disaster.

I am certain that you are receiving letters protesting this "spur". Thus I would
like to add my name to that list and state emphatically that I am vehemently
opposed to the project; and it should be stopped. A fiery explosion such as was
in Lac-Megantic, Quebec in which 47 people were killed in a July derailment, is
not the kind of headline for which San Luis Obispo county should be known and
identified with. It will impact commerce, jobs, the environment, property
values, and despoil an already fragile environment.

There is no up-side to this project. We need your support to stop this!
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