From: A Nafisi <anafisi@gmail.com>

To: p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us
Date: 01/14/2014 02:37 PM
Subject: Concerned about Philips refinery expansion

Dear San Luis Obispo County Planning Officials:

Thank you for your service to our county. We are very concerned hearing that
Philips refinery is planning expansion of their rail facilities to increase their
processing output. We are following horrible accidents involving transportation
of crude by trains in places like North Dakota.

We also have learned that the refinery plans to transport in and process “bakken”
crude o0il which is reported to be more dangerous to public in case of accidental
spill. I have provided a link to an article from Bloomberg below,

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-01-02/bakken-crude-more-dangerous-to-ship-
than-other-oil-u-s-.html

We believe this expansion will adversely affect our community and environment.
We hope that you feel the same way and oppose this expansion.

Best Regards,

Mitra and Adam Nafisi

810 Noddy Court
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
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itz oo produced in North America’s booming Bakken region may be more flammable and
theretore more dangerous to ship by rail than crude from other areas, a U.S. regulator said after

studying the question for four months.

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration announced its preliminary

conclusion today, three days after a BNSF Railway Co. train carrying oil caught fire after a collision
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The North Dakota accident is the fourth major North American derailment in six months by trains
transporting crude. Record volumes of oil are moving by rail as production from North Dakota and

i

~.zze: pushes U.S. output to the most since 1988 and pipeline capacity has failed to keep up.

The regulator “is reinforcing the requirement to properly test, characterize, classify, and where
appropriate sutficiently degasify hazardous materials prior to and during transportation,”
according to a safety alert posted on its website today.

The agency’s findings may expedite the rail industry’s push for stronger tank cars for moving crude
and other hazardous materials. It strengthens calls for the cetrcosun zosr to aceurately label
tank-car contents and test shipments to make sure they don’t contain gases from the lighter oil
produced in the shale rock in North Dakota.

‘Cause for Concern’

“We believe there is sufficient cause for concern,” about whether crude shippers are properly

labeling tank cars’ contents, Jeannie Shiffer, a pipeline-regulator spokeswoman, said in an e-mail.
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blggest intraday day decline since Nov. 7.

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/print/2014-01 -02/bakken-crude-more-dangerous-to-ship-... 1/14/2014
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U.S. regulators, including the Federal Railroad Administration, began examining whether Bakken
crude is more risky to move by rail following an explosion of cars carrying North Dakota crude in

Lac Megantic, Quebec. About three-quarters of the oil produced in North Dakota is shipped by rail
rather than pipeline.

The “implications for cost and speed of crude out of the Bakken as a result of today’s safety alert

——

are likely to depend on the rulemaking” that follows, “evin s0o 7, managing director for research at

ClearView Energy Partners LLC in Washington, said in an e-mail. “We expect that the North
Dakota accident will bring a proposal sooner rather than later.”

Fracking, Keystone

The boom in hydraulic fracturing, in which water, sand and chemicals are shot underground to
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formation was up by 250,000 barrels per day in September from a year earlier, according to the
U.S. Energy Information Administration.

Some supporters of the proposed Keystone XL Canada-U.S. pipeline say rail accidents buttress
their argument. Opponents ot the project by Tranalaneds Do (TR of Calgary point to pipeline
spills in /.2 oo, iicizar and North Dakota to show that method of transporting oil carries its
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own hazards. In September a _.cegre Dore, (120 pipeline ruptured and spilled 20,000 barrels of
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crude in northwest North Dakota.

Led by production from underground shale, U.S. oil output grew 18 percent in the past 12 months,
the fastest pace on record, boosting fuel exports and reducing reliance on imports, according to the
energy information agency. The boom will make the U.S. the world’s largest producer by 2015, the
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Packing Groups

The oil carried on the train that crashed in Quebec, killing 47 people, in July was improperly
labeled as a less volatile liquid with a lower level of hazard, Canada’s Transportation Safety Board
said in September. The crude was en route to Irving Oil’s refinery in Saint John, 7= Seming
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from the Bakken region. The Bakken shale formation is in the northwestern part of North Dakota
and eastern Montana.

Crudes carried in tank cars are classified as flammable liquids and then divided into so-called

packing groups based on their level of hazard, with PG I being the most hazardous and PG I1I being

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/print/2014-01-02/ bakken-crude-more-dangerous-to-ship-... 1/14/2014
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the least. The Bakken oil being transported by the train that derailed in “oenec was described as
PG III when it should have been PG 11, the board gaicl,

Tank Cars

PHMSA announced that it was establishing new rules for fuel shipments in September. That
agency and the rail-safety regulator are also considering a rule to require stronger tank cars. The

proposal has the rail industry’s support and is being challenged by the shippers that own or lease
the railcars.
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The Association of Avnerican Tefirosds in November dSKed regulators to require mos C
ISR A W N S N A L (I ) L T E UL L U R L N - I T R FRT T A w -

e - ik BT | e - ST T ——r A mrkkar b} I, wrre — T

tank car fleet, numbering about 92,000 cars, to be replaced or retrofitted to make the equipment

better able to withstand a crash. The Washington-based trade group’s members include BNSF :
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“The rail industry is and is going to continue to be a player in the rush to this country’s energy
independence,” Patti Reilly, a rail association spokeswoman, said in a phone interview. “We’re

golng to do everything we can to help this country achieve energy independence and we're going to
do it in the safest possible manner.”

The group called on regulators to require an outer steel jacket around tank cars, release valves on

the cars and stronger seals on each end of them.

Recent accidents should compel regulators to require shippers immediately to pull the older cars
from the tracks to be retrofitted or replaced with sturdier models, said Karen Darch, the co-

chairman of a coalition of communities around wicazc that supports tougher federal regulations
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for rail lines.

—_— - -

EFUITT k' w d e rue waa'm“_w‘_{: R L DR B

g o i e g - . . . = v e ]
oo . P . —— 1} - — I ! — e En, om o . - P . o P pa— r Lt T . i I L . g w . . - - . .-:_.
R L i A I N e e T L T T I e e R e A T R E Py
. ¥ 5 . - : - EI W Thas :-:'..',‘- -t I_,.I' S g b | .-: ', :l.. v _! | ..: o -_ - R i . ' - I'- N " :': ! |- !: O IE 0o, [ __:I ) " [P ) o . -~ e ot "
'i,_ - EE L N ,r.‘..'-?_...n e B LT Y e R L N [N L r"_t':-. L LA TR A ? o e e T e : ‘IL.,-' IR \.;LL - L T e S R o ".--:1 [ LALLM
s e I T T e e, e -

" 4 -
T -.:_'—:nl T T et e e —— "T*f-w--m'-—-w-%'.l'«'.rrr-l-—'r-"!-'ﬂi'-n'.'h.-vl.u.-nmrr-r!l.-l..'_'.'\-l.:_- ' Forun b e T o T L LAt T T i e o [ — Bt e d N EEEIE A o e

To contact the editor responsible for this story: Bernard Kohn at LEchuz@oicombers not
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