COMMENTS ON THE
PHILLIPS 66 RAIL SPUR EXTENSION PROJECT
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

The following are useful types of comments in addressing the following issues:

Content of the EIR.

Methods on how environmental issues are analyzed.

Potential Alternatives to the project.

Potential mitigation measures that would avoid or reduce environmental issues.
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From: "Yvonne Williams" <williams.yvonne.e@verizon.net>

To: <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us>

Cc: "Paul Stolpman" <stolpman@hotmail.com>, "Samuel Saltoun"
<ssaltoun@verizon.net>, <mwilson@co.slo.ca.us>,
<cray@co.slo.ca.us>

Date: 01/09/2014 08:33 AM

Subject: Public Comments on P66 DEIR

Dear SLO County,
I am writing to submit comments on the Phillips 66 DEIR.

The Executive Summary states that the proposed rail project is 3.5 miles from the
community of Nipomo. Even if factualy correct, this statement as inadequate to
describe the actual location, and can be viewed as misleading. In fact, the
proposed project reaches within 1/2 to 1 mile of the highly populated residential
areas of The Woodlands (a.k.a. Trilogy at Monarch Dunes), and the Blacklake
communities. These communities will include over 2000 homes, and also include
three golf courses open to the public, an Equestrian Trail, and a protected
Monarch Butterfly preserve all of which are open to the public. The report omits
this key information.

This omission may lead to erroneous conclusions about the actual proximity of
residential areas which will be directly impacted.

You may know the West side of our community borders along the Pacific Coast
Highway. The rear of many residential lots is adjacent to the East side of the
PCH. In fact, the 3.5 mile distance from Nipomo as stated in the DEIR does not
present an accurate picture of the very close proximity of this project to actual
residential areas approved by SLO County years ago. This is important information
to include because any environmental impacts regarding air quality, water usage,
noise and ground vibration, or possible accidental o0il spill or release of toxic
fumes is that much more significant due to our communities' very close proximity
to the proposed rail yard. Should there be an accident at the rail yard our
communities would be almost immediately impacted and may need to be evacuated,
not to mention any potential property damage or personal injuries which may
result. Who will be responsible for any damages which may occur? These risks
should be made clear in the Executive Summary, and fully addressed in the report.

I am also questioning the use of a model to predict noise levels and amount of
ground vibration expected from this proposed rail yard. The homes in the Nipomo
Mesa communities are built on what is essentially a large sand dune.

Our homes move and shake simply from a large semi-tractor trailer truck passing
along the PCH. I cannot imagine that the weight of even a slow moving 80-car
train with several diesel engines and fully loaded tanker cars will not generate
significant vibration at our homes as a result of frequent starting, stopping,
and switching as the slack between tank cars is taken out by the couplings. It is
possible that our homes could even sustain damage from significant vibrations -
which was an issue recently in Northern Santa Barbara county when the Highway 101
bridge was being built over the Santa Maria river, and some of the homes in close
proximity to the bridge reported cracks in their walls and foundations due to the
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vibration from the pile driving to support the new bridge. Ground vibration is a
potential significant consequence of the proposed rail yard which the DEIR should
review and reevaluate more carefully using actual data collected locally rather
than a hypothetical model.

WY-4

My suggestion is to come here to our communities on the Nipomo Mesa and take
ACTUAL noise and vibration readings along the East side of the PCH that directly
parallels the proposed rail yard. I know many of us would be willing to grant
this access to our property, as we did last year so that air quality monitors
could be installed to measure particulate matter on the Nipomo Mesa.

Thank you for your attention to my comments.
Regards,

Yvonne Williams

Yvonne Williams

1918 Eucalyptus Road Nipomo, CA 93444
williams.yvonne.e@verizon.net

(805) 363-1001 (mobile)
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