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San Luis Obispo County
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San Luis Obispo CA 93408-2040

COMMENTS ON THE RECIRCULATED DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR)
OF THE PHILLIPS 66 COMPANY RAIL SPUR EXTENSION PROJECT

Dear Mr.Wilson:

Thank you for submitting the DEIR for the Phillips 66 Rail Spur Extension project for our review. The
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 5 has reviewed the environmental document
and appreciates the opportunity to provide comments. The DEIR states that this project will not increase
the amount of product processed at the Santa Maria Refinery but will add new options for bringing
product in to the facility.

Please consider the following comments on the DEIR:

1) Impacts to Willow / State Route 1, Page 4.12-24

The DEIR states that “The addition of peak hour construction trips would temporarily worsen
traffic operations at the Willow / State Route 1 intersection. The westbound left turn movement
(to southbound State Route 1) currently experiences high delay during the PM peak hour. While
the project would not add to the westbound traffic turning left onto the southbound State Route
1, it would add conflicting volumes reducing the availability of gaps in traffic for turning
traffic.” Given the likelihood of traffic impacts to this intersection, Caltrans requests that the
DEIR provide a Level of Service (LOS) traffic operational analysis of the intersection during the
peak hour for existing conditions, during construction, and during operations of the proposed
project. Caltrans considers a LOS below C as constituting a significant impact requiring
mitigation.

DOT
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2) Construction Management Plan, Page 4.12-24

Under Mitigation TR-1, Caltrans requests that it be included as an agency that would review and|DOT
approve the Construction Traffic Management Plan given the importance of State Route 1 for thg 02
project.
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3) Vertical Coastal Access Project, Page ES-18 and Elsewhere

The DEIR proposes coastal access as part of the project at the existing refinery service road off
of State Route 1. It estimates 3,579 peak daily vehicles would possibly use the coastal access
road and that a signal would likely need installation as well as turnout lanes. Any proposal for a DOT
signal would have to meet signal warrants and attain the approval of Caltrans. Proposals for 03
turnout lanes would also require Caltrans approval. As part of the approval process, Caltrans may
require additional reports or analyses for review.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. If you have concerns or questions, please contact
me at adam.fukushima@dot.ca.gov or (805) 549-3131

Sincerely,

_— >

e

Adam Fukushima, PTP
Development Review
Caltrans District 5

““Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system
to enhance California’s economy and livability”
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Responses to Department of Transportation Comments

DOT-01

A level of service traffic operational analysis has been added to Section 4.12,
Traffic and Circulation, of the FEIR for the Willow Road, Highway 1
intersection. Traffic counts were done for this intersection as part of the
Guadalupe Restoration Project. Copies of the intersection analysis can be
obtained from San Luis Obispo Planning.

DOT-02

CalTrans has been added as an agency that would review and approve the
construction traffic management plan.

DOT-03

The RDEIR does not proposed coastal access as part of the Rail Spur Project,
but rather presents and environmental assessment of the potential impacts
associated with various levels of coastal access at the SMR site.

The County did not have a formal application to construct a public access at
this location so it was not possible to conduct a project specific analysis. The
County determined that a programmatic assessment of various access options
was the best way to determine if coastal access at this site is consistent with the
provision of Section 23.04.420 of the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance. As
stated in Section 9.0 (Vertical Coastal Access Assessment) the assessment will
be used by the County to assist in determining:

1. Whether coastal access is appropriate for the SMR site consistent with the
standards of Section 23.04.420 of the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance;
and

2. What intensity and type of coastal access is appropriate at the SMR site.

By including this analysis in the Rail Spur Project RDEIR, it allows for public
review and input on any decision about coastal access at this site. If the County
finds that coastal access for this location is consistent with the requirements of
Section 23.04.420 of the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance, then a formal
application would need to be submitted that details the type and design of the
proposed access. This application would be subject to additional environmental
review and an appropriate environmental determination would be required prior
to final approval. An additional Coastal Development Permit would also be
required based on the location of coastal access and resources found in the
vicinity of the final proposed alignment.

When and if a formal application is submitted to construct a vertical coastal
access at this site, a more detailed traffic analysis, including a warrant analysis
would be conducted. If the formal application included a new traffic signal or
turnout lanes then Caltrans would be a responsible agency and would be
involved in the determination of what traffic reports and analyses would be
needed as part of the environmental review process.






