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Responses to Department of Transportation Comments 
 

DOT-01 A level of service traffic operational analysis has been added to Section 4.12, 
Traffic and Circulation, of the FEIR for the Willow Road, Highway 1 
intersection. Traffic counts were done for this intersection as part of the 
Guadalupe Restoration Project. Copies of the intersection analysis can be 
obtained from San Luis Obispo Planning. 

DOT-02 CalTrans has been added as an agency that would review and approve the 
construction traffic management plan. 

DOT-03 The RDEIR does not proposed coastal access as part of the Rail Spur Project, 
but rather presents and environmental assessment of the potential impacts 
associated with various levels of coastal access at the SMR site.  

The County did not have a formal application to construct a public access at 
this location so it was not possible to conduct a project specific analysis. The 
County determined that a programmatic assessment of various access options 
was the best way to determine if coastal access at this site is consistent with the 
provision of Section 23.04.420 of the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance. As 
stated in Section 9.0 (Vertical Coastal Access Assessment) the assessment will 
be used by the County to assist in determining: 

1. Whether coastal access is appropriate for the SMR site consistent with the 
standards of Section 23.04.420 of the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance; 
and 

2. What intensity and type of coastal access is appropriate at the SMR site. 

By including this analysis in the Rail Spur Project RDEIR, it allows for public 
review and input on any decision about coastal access at this site. If the County 
finds that coastal access for this location is consistent with the requirements of 
Section 23.04.420 of the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance, then a formal 
application would need to be submitted that details the type and design of the 
proposed access. This application would be subject to additional environmental 
review and an appropriate environmental determination would be required prior 
to final approval. An additional Coastal Development Permit would also be 
required based on the location of coastal access and resources found in the 
vicinity of the final proposed alignment. 

When and if a formal application is submitted to construct a vertical coastal 
access at this site, a more detailed traffic analysis, including a warrant analysis 
would be conducted. If the formal application included a new traffic signal or 
turnout lanes then Caltrans would be a responsible agency and would be 
involved in the determination of what traffic reports and analyses would be 
needed as part of the environmental review process. 

 




