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Responses to Sacramento AQMD Comments 
 

SMAQMD-01 The EIR quantifies the emissions that would be generated by locomotives 
passing through the SMAQMD.  These emissions are quantified under impact 
AQ.3 in Section 4.3 (Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases) of the EIR for the 
SMAQMD as well as other districts. 

SMAQMD-02 The EIR addressed fugitive emissions from tank cars while at the SMR, as 
discussed under impact AQ.2 (See Section 4.3 Air Quality and Greenhouse 
Gases).  Air emissions from tank car fugitive emissions during travel based on 
the EPA fugitive emissions from components calculations would be nominal, 
totaling only about 0.02 lbs/round trip within SLO County.  Rails cars would 
not be opened during transit nor would they be steamed during transit.  
Emissions associated with unloading of the tank cars, including pumps, 
pressure relief valves, manifolds, connections, etc, were all included in the EIR 
and listed in detail in the Air Quality Appendix.  Emissions associated with 
unloading would not occur during transit.   

Some comments (see CBE-122) indicate that large losses occur during transit.  
Shrinkage estimates associated with cost projections appear to be very 
conservative.  Loss of 3% of crude volume to evaporation over the course of the 
transit would produce emissions that far exceed the estimates based on EPA 
fugitive emissions methodologies and therefore appear to be inaccurate, at least 
for the heavier crude oils.  Not all crude oil is removed from a rail car during 
unloading, as some remains on the insides of the car and within piping and 
connections, thereby accounting for some "shrinkage" value.  The estimates of 
on-site rail car fugitive emissions have been included in the EIR and are 
considered to be accurate.  However, inclusion of rail car inspections to ensure 
non-leaking components is good practice and has been added to the mitigation 
measures for operations. 

SMAQMD-03 Diesel particulate matter odor and chronic impact levels are far above those that 
can cause cancer.  The chronic REL from OEHHA is 5 ug/m3, and the EPA 
limits for mining exposure are 160 ug/m3.  For cancer, however, 1 ug/m3 
produces a cancer risk of 300 in a million.  As per impact AQ.5 in Section 4.3 
(Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases) of the EIR, cancer risks would generally 
be below 35 along the mainline routes, indicating that the DPM concentrations 
would be well below those that could cause chronic impacts. 

SMAQMD-04 The EIR tabulated the emissions along all routes to the California border, as 
seen in Tables 4.3.19 and Tables 4.3.21 of the RDEIR.  The EIR based its 
significance on the emissions to Roseville or to Colton, based on the 
speculative nature of the routes after those locations. 

SMAQMD-05 The RDEIR states clearly that, if the project is preempted, that the County 
would not be able to require the mitigation, including the emission reduction 
credits.  The RDEIR states "For the mainline rail emissions it is possible that 
contractually the Applicant could require the use of lower emission locomotives 
such as Tier 4 locomotives. However, since these are operated by UPRR on 
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UPRR track a requirement that the Applicant enter into this type of contractual 
provision may be preempted by Federal law.  The County may also be 
preempted by Federal law from requiring emission reduction credits for main 
line rail emissions.  Due to the possible preemption by Federal law which could 
prevent the mitigation measures from being implemented (outside of the SMR 
facility boundary), emission reduction credits might not be achievable".  The 
RDEIR provides for the calculations if the mitigation can be applied, in order to 
provide for full disclosure, as well as the situation if mitigation cannot be 
applied (significant and unavoidable).   

Mitigation measures to require inspection of tanks cars before departure from 
the SMR have been added to the EIR. 

SMAQMD-06 The EIR provides full disclosure on the emissions of locomotives and tank cars 
along the mainline tracks through a number of different air districts, as detailed 
in Section 4.3 (Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases) of the EIR. 

 




