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Responses to Ventura County APCD Comments 
 

VCAPCD-01 The EIR provides quantification of the emissions levels that would occur within 
each district along the mainline routes, and provides for estimates of the impact 
on ozone concentrations in each district, in Section 4.3 (Air Quality and 
Greenhouse Gases) of the EIR.  The EIR provides full disclosure for the 
scenario where mitigation and offsets could be obtained, thereby reducing 
emissions, as well as the scenario where the mitigations could be preempted by 
the Federal Government. 

VCAPCD-02 Even with the mitigation of Tier 4 locomotives, as shown in Table 4.3.20 (see 
Section 2.3, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases in RDEIR) emissions would 
remain above the VCAPCD thresholds.  The RDEIR identifies this as a 
significant and unavoidable impact.   

VCAPCD-03 All new locomotives or remanufactured/rebuilt locomotives after the year 2015 
are required to be Tier 4.  The year 2041 is presented in the EIR in order to 
show the timeframe that the Tier 4 requirement would take until most of the 
locomotive population in the US would be either new or remanufactured, as 
locomotives are replaced/rebuilt slowly.  The 2041 data is not intended to 
represent the date at which Tier 4 locomotive would be available.  According to 
an article in Bloomberg in 9/2014, GE has taken orders for over 1,000 new Tier 
4 locomotives that it will be producing in 2015.  So the Tier 4 locomotives are 
feasible mitigation, are available and starting to enter the market this year 
(http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-09-29/well-timed-bet-has-ge-ahead-of-
caterpillar-in-locomotives.html). 

The EIR requires that the Applicant secure emission reduction credits.  
However, as per CEQA requirements for full disclosure, the EIR also states that 
the ability to require these credits might be preempted. 

VCAPCD-04 An expanded Appendix B including HRA modeling output and input, has been 
included in the EIR.   

All new locomotives or remanufactured/rebuilt locomotives after the year 2015 
are required to be Tier 4.  The year 2041 is presented in the EIR in order to 
show the timeframe that the Tier 4 requirement would take until most of the 
locomotive population in the US would be either new or remanufactured, as 
locomotives are replaced/rebuilt slowly.  The 2041 data is not intended to 
represent the date at which Tier 4 locomotive would be available.   

The EIR states, under impact AQ.5, that "For most of the mainline route trains 
are expected to have an average speeds between 30 and 40 mph, and in these 
areas the health risk impact would be less than significant.  This average speed 
is consistent with the speed limits in the USDOT final rule for crude oil unit 
trains, which has allowable speeds between 30 and 50 miles per hour depending 
on location and tank car design (USDOT 2015)."  Along mainline track areas 
where train speeds are less than 30 mph, the cancer risk impacts would be 
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significant and unavodable (Class I). 

VCAPCD-05 The Clean Air Act General Conformity Rule would not apply to the rail project 
since it is not a project that is being applied for by a federal agency, is not using 
any federal funding, and does not need any federal approvals.  

VCAPCD-06 The EIR states, relative to cumulative emissions, that "However, the County 
may be preempted by Federal law from mitigating rail emissions outside of the 
SMR, and therefore may not have the authority to require offsite emission 
credits for the UPRR mainline emissions. In this case the Rail Spur Project’s 
contribution to cumulative NOx emissions associated with the URPP mainline 
emissions would also be significant and unavoidable in all of the air basins that 
the train would cross".  Therefore, cumulative emissions are identified as being 
potentially significant and unavoidable. 

VCAPCD-07 The table headings for Table 4.3.18 have been corrected in the FEIR.  
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