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November 24, 2014 
 
 
San Luis Obispo County  
Department of Planning and Building 
Murry Wilson 
976 Osos Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
 
 
RE:Comments on the Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Phillips 66 Company Rail Spur 
Extension and Crude Unloading Project 
 
 
Dear Mr. Wilson,  
 
On behalf of the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), I am writing to express grave concern over 
the proposed Phillips 66 Rail Spur Extension and Crude Unloading Project (“Project”) and the associated 
Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report (“RDEIR”).  We agree with the Communities for a Better 
Environment et. al. that the RDEIR suffers from numerous deficiencies that render it inadequate under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines. 
 
The RDEIR obscures the inextricable link between the projects at the Phillips 66 Santa Maria and Rodeo 
facilities.  This hides the true scope of the Project and precludes any adequate analysis of significant 
impacts.  Overall, the RDEIR fails to disclose serious local pollution, climate pollution and chemical safety 
hazards.  The County must correct the RDEIR deficiencies by performing adequate environmental review 
of the Project. We respectfully request that the County reject the RDEIR as an environmental review 
document, and defer approval of the Project until such time as the RDEIR is revised to comply with 
CEQA 
 
Sincerely,  
 

      
Diane Bailey, Senior Scientist 
Natural Resources Defense Council      
dbailey@nrdc.org 
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Responses to Natural Resources Defense Council Comments 
 

NRDC-01 This comment alleges that the RDEIR is in adequate, but provides no indication 
of what is allegedly inadequate. Therefore, no further response is required.  

NRDC-02 The EIR examines in detail the health risks presented by the use of diesel 
powered locomotives onsite, utilizing OEHHA released in 2015 to ensure a 
conservative analysis.  Climate change emissions include all sources at the 
SMR as well as train activities along the mainline within California.  Issues 
related to GHG emissions at the Rodeo Refinery are not applicable as the crude 
oil would undergo refining at some location regardless of the status of this 
project.  Refining emissions related to the change in crude slate are similar to 
the current crude slate of heavy oils.  Most of the difference between the GHG 
intensity of the current crude slate and the proposed use of Canadian tar sands 
crude is due to the extraction portion of the lifecycle analysis, not the refining 
portion. 
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