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Responses to People of Faith for Justice Comments 

PFJ-01 This comment points out that there are numerous Class I and II impacts 
identified in the EIR and does not identify a specific environmental analysis or 
CEQA issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA. No further 
response it required. 

PFJ-02 The EIR provides information on the health risks associated with locomotives 
traveling on the mainline under impact AQ.5 (See Section 4.3 Air Quality and 
Greenhouse Gases).  Trains traveling more than 30 mph would not produce 
cancer impacts near the rail line. 

PFJ-03 The RDEIR does not assume that federal law preempts the County from 
imposing mitigation measures to address impacts that may occur along the 
mainline. Instead, the RDEIR recognizes that federal law preempts local 
agencies from regulating interstate rail operations and that these laws may 
preclude the County from adequately ensuring that mitigation measures are 
adhered to.  The RDEIR conservatively evaluates the Project’s potential 
impacts by recognizing that federal law may preempt the County from 
imposing conditions of approval that would mitigate identified impacts, 
potentially resulting in unmitigated significant impacts.  This satisfies the 
information disclosure requirements of CEQA and will allow the County 
decision makers to evaluate the full spectrum of potential environmental 
impacts as well as possible measures to mitigate the impacts. 

PFJ-04 Please see the responses to Comment PFJ-03. Potential impacts to the state’s 
watersheds were addressed in Section 4.12.4, Water Resources of the RDEIR. 
The RDEIR found that the risk of a crude oil train accident and spill into 
watersheds along the rail line was considered a Significant and Unavoidable 
impact (Class I). Potential impacts to the state’s biological resources were 
addressed in Section 4.4.4, Biological Resources of the RDEIR. The RDEIR 
found that the risk of a crude oil train accident and spill on biological resources 
and habitat along the rail line was considered a Significant and Unavoidable 
impact (Class I). 

PFJ-05 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about hazards and environmental impacts are included in the FEIR for 
the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's deliberations on the 
proposed project. 

 




