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Responses to Carmen Anderson Comments 
 

ANC-01 
 

This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about environmental impacts and pollution are included in the FEIR 
for the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's deliberations on 
the proposed project. 

ANC-02 The increase in air emissions from the proposed Project is analyzed in Section 
4.3 (Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases) of the RDEIR. 

ANC-03 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about jobs and future development at Trilogy are included in the FEIR 
for the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's deliberations on 
the proposed project. 

With regard to jobs, CEQA does not require an evaluation of economic or 
social impacts, and states that “economic or social effects of a project shall not 
be treated as significant effects on the environment” unless those effects result 
in physical changes to the environment (CEQA Guidelines Section 15131). 
Although the Project could affect a significant number of local jobs, these 
effects would not constitute or cause a physical change in the environment 
above those already described and discussed in the RDEIR. 

ANC-04 In San Luis Obispo County, the Cuesta Grade represents an area where a 
runaway train could occur. A runaway train coming down the Cuesta Grade 
could result in spills of crude oil and associated fires. The Rail Spur Project 
would use two additional locomotives (for a total of five locomotives) on the 
crude oil unit train for crossing the Cuesta Grade. These two additional 
locomotives would be added to the train at Santa Margarita and removed from 
the train in the City of San Luis Obispo once the train had crossed the Cuesta 
Grade. These additional locomotives would help to assure that the train can 
safely traverse the Cuesta Grade. 

In the event of a train derailment and oil spill, with the potential for fires and 
explosions, potential impacts would be temporary and localized. However, the 
potential impacts of a train derailment, oil spill and potential fires and 
explosions would be substantial. Therefore, RDEIR found that the risk of a 
crude oil train accident and spill was considered a Significant and Unavoidable 
(Class I) impact. 

ANC-05 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about air pollution are included in the FEIR for the decision-makers’ 
consideration as part of the County's deliberations on the proposed project. 

 




