
From: Perky Fisher <perk4me@me.com> 
To: p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
Cc: newsroom@thetribunenews.com, jim@jimirving.com, 
            ktopping@calpoly.edu, frenchbicycles@gmail.com, 
            elcarroll@co.slo.ca.us, rhedges@co.slo.ca.us, 
            cray@co.slo.ca.us, bgibson@co.slo.ca.us, ahill@co.slo.ca.us, 
            darnold@co.slo.ca.us, fmecham@co.slo.ca.us, 
            boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us, Laurance Shinderman 
            <Lshinderman@sbcglobal.net>, Yvonne Williams 
            <williams.yvonne.e@verizon.net> 
Date: 11/20/2014 06:52 PM 
Subject: Reject Phillips 66 Rail Spur Project 
 
 
 
Dear SLO Board of Supervisors 
 
 
      "The public’s fear of oil by rail, as a result of the horrible 
      tragedy in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec is definitely having an impact. What 
      about the exploding trains, aren’t pipelines safer?” 
 
      The answer is neither—rail versus pipeline is a false choice. It’s 
      the equivalent of asking what’s better for you, chewing tobacco or 
      smoking cigarettes? Both are toxic and dangerous. The answer is to 
      quit tobacco. With oil, the question of which is better is best 
      answered by those in communities who have faced a rail explosion or a 
      pipeline spill. They'll tell you that no family should live with the 
      threat of crude oil poisoning their community. 
 
      The good news is that the alternatives are viable, profitable and 
      already becoming a reality, even as the fight against Big Oil heats 
      up on both sides of the border. A big push is underway to stop the 
      expansion of oil by rail in the United States. With the success of 
      the campaigns against Keystone XL, Enbridge Northern Gateway and 
      other pipelines in North America, the oil industry is trying to use 
      rail infrastructure as a back door route to get around public 
      scrutiny and democratic consultation processes. 
 
 
      As part of that effort, today my colleagues from ForestEthics in the 
      US launched a new website, www.Blast-Zone.org, which shows the risk 
      along rail routes in North America. The findings are astonishing. 
      Tens of millions of people’s lives are being put at risk by the 
      short-sighted greed of the oil industry. So what should be done about 
      it? How does this effect campaigns against pipelines. 
 
      As we run out of easy-to-access conventional crude oil globally and 
      shift to unconventional fuels like heavy tar sands bitumen and shale 
      oil from rocks, the problems of finding, mining, moving, refining and 
      burning oil are compounded. Conventional crude spills like the Exxon 
      Valdez caused immeasurable harm, but unconventional oil products are 
      even worse. Tar sands has proven to be even more difficult to clean 
      up, as we learned from Enbridge’s spill in the Kalamazoo River, and 
      shale oil has a tendency to explode, as we learned at Lac Megantic 
 
      The real problem is that the industry has convinced many people that 
      there really is no alternative to the status quo. The problem for Big 
      Oil is that people are waking up to the fact that big changes for the 
      better are already under way. Did you know that more people today 
      work in the solar panel industry than in the coal and gas industries 
      combined in the United States? Did you know the second best stock on 
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      NASDAQ last year was a company called Canadian Solar? Did you know 
      that Tesla Motors is now the biggest auto industry employer in 
      California? Did you know that the World Bank has recently put out a 
      report that says renewable energy is a 2.6 trillion dollar a year 
      opportunity?  Did you know that the International Energy Agency says 
      that not only can we decarbonize and meet global energy demand from 
      renewable sources but it will actually save the global economy 
      approximately 71 trillion dollars by 2050? This is a very different 
      story than we are hearing from the oil industry.’ 
 
      The above was taken from a page on the Forest Ethics Blog and I am 
      forwarding it to you in the hope that you will see a new direction 
      San Luis Obispo can take.  If we are to continue to be the Happiest 
      Town in the country, let’s also make a name for ourselves as being 
      one of the safest counties in the country. 
 
      As you probably already are aware, Trilogy hires far more people than 
      Phillips 66.  So let’s get rid of the worry about jobs.  Our air 
      quality is worse than Los Angeles, so let’s get rid of bad air.  The 
      people in all the communities on the Mesa, both elderly and young, 
      deserve to be able to breathe clean air. 
 
      We are looking to you, our leaders, to stand up to the big oil 
      companies and to all businesses that threaten our quality of life. 
      Please, please, do not let us down. Vote against big oil and for the 
      people you know and live with in our county.  Let us live close to 
      this beautiful ocean and wonderful climate without ruining it. 
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Responses to Perky Fisher Comments 
 

FIP-01 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about the hazards and impacts of the project are included in the FEIR 
for the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's deliberations on 
the proposed project. 

FIP-02 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about the potential air quality, hazards and impacts of the project are 
included in the FEIR for the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the 
County's deliberations on the proposed project. 

FIP-03 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about jobs, air quality, and climate are included in the FEIR for the 
decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's deliberations on the 
proposed project. 

 


	From: Perky Fisher <perk4me@me.com>



