
From: Claudia Kirkpatrick <kirkmusic@hotmail.com> 
To: "P66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us" 
            <P66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/24/2014 12:38 PM 
Subject: Phillips 66 Railspur Project 
 
 
 
 
Murry Wilson 
SLO County Dept. of Planning and Building 
976 Osos Street, Rm. 200 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
 
Dear Mr. Murry, 
 
Thank you for adding my comments to the public record on the Phillips 66 Railspur 
Project. 
 
I am a resident of Sacramento, California, and the proposed 80-car crude-oil 
train headed to the Santa Maria refinery 5 days a week will travel through 
Sacramento. I am concerned for a number of reasons. 
 
First, Oil trains create toxic air pollution every mile they travel in 
California. This is a problem for every community the train passes through. 
 
Secondly, there will be heightened health risks raised by this project, such as 
cancer, heart and respiratory disease and risks of premature deaths. 
 
Lastly, earthquake faults are just south along the rail stretch to Benicia, and 
all along the capital corridor. Seismic instability is a reason to avoid oil 
train deliveries in the region. 
 
I urge you to reject the Phillips 66 Railspur Proposal. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter, 
 
Claudia Kirkpatrick 
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Responses to Claudia Kirkpatrick Comments 
 

KIC-01 The purpose of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is to inform 
governmental decision makers and the public about the significant 
environmental effects of a proposed project. The RDEIR addresses the potential 
impacts and recommends mitigation measures for the proposed Project 
consistent with the requirements of CEQA.  Section 4.0 presents the 
environmental analysis for the CEQA mandated issue areas; air quality impacts 
are discussed in Section 4.3 (Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases).  The EIR 
indicates that criteria pollutants would be exceeded in many District along the 
mainline route.  However, cancer risks would be below the thresholds and the 
emissions of ROG would be nominal.   

KIC-02 Section 4.0 presents the environmental analysis for the CEQA mandated issue 
areas; air quality impacts are discussed in Section 4.3 (Air Quality and 
Greenhouse Gases).  The EIR indicates that the project could produce 
emissions above the thresholds. 

KIC-03 Potential worst-case water quality impacts related to a rail accident has been 
addressed in Impact WR.3.  This impact would apply in the event that a train 
derailment occurs as a result of an earthquake.  Water quality impacts were 
concluded to be significant and unavoidable (Class I).  Similarly, risks to public 
safety along the UPRR right of way are addressed in Impact HM.2, which 
concludes that the impact to public safety in the event of a derailment that leads 
to fire or explosion is significant and unavoidable (Class I). 

In estimating the probability of a train accident, items such as earthquakes were 
taken into account. Table 4.7.1 list the various initiating and contributing causes 
of rail accidents. 

KIC-04 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA. No further response is 
required. 
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