
From: Jan Owens-Martinez <owens-martinez@att.net> 
To: p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
Date: 11/25/2014 11:03 AM 
Subject: Environmental Impact Report-Phillipa 66 Rail Spur Expansion 
            Project 
 
To:  Murray Wilson, County Environmental Coordinator 
        San Luis Obispo County Dept. of Planning & Building 
 
RE: Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report 
        Phillips 66 Company Rail Spur Extension Project (DRC-2012-00095) 
 
Dear Mr. Wilson, 
 
As a resident at Cypress Ridge, I have concerns regarding the proposed project 
because: 
 
1)   It imposes new sources of potential hazards and hazardous materials to 
a primarily residential area. 
 
2)   It will contribute significant new sources of air pollution to an area 
that is already in non-complaince with Federal and State Air Quality standards. 
 
3)  It will bring a new use to the Santa Maria Refinery which is inconsistent 
with residential land uses in adjacent areas. 
 
4)  Our local first responders are not equipped to respond to a 
spill/fire/explosion at the refinery.  It is my understanding that we have no 
certified haz mat responders in the area. 
 
5)  The project will bring new sources of noise to a quiet, rural area that are 
inconsistent with residential land uses in adjacent areas. 
 
In addition, 
 
-- I have heard that the Cuesta Grade rail system puts San Luis Obispo at high 
risk as it is not up to handling the increased rail traffic. 
 
--Realtors will be required to disclose the potential drawbacks to having this 
"in our backyards" which will detract from our property values. 
 
I know we are all busy and I would not take my time to ask you to do this if I 
did not understand how important it is for everyone to let our county 
representatives know how we feel.  I do not think that this project is what we 
need in this area. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
 
-- 
Jan Owens-Martinez 
Cypress Ridge resident 
 owens-martinez@att.net 
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Responses to Jan Owens-Martinez Comments 
 

OMJ-01 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about the safety and environmental impacts of the project are included 
in the FEIR for the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's 
deliberations on the proposed project. 

OMJ-02 The RDEIR addresses the potential impacts and recommends mitigation 
measures for the proposed Project consistent with the requirements of CEQA.  
Section 4.3 (Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases) addresses GHG emissions, 
criteria air emissions and health risks.  The EIR concludes that emissions of 
criteria pollutants would exceed the SLOCAPCD thresholds and would be a 
significant impact. 

OMJ-03 The comment summarizes identified Class I significant and unavoidable 
impacts, but does not request changes to the analysis of impacts in the RDEIR. 
Therefore, no revisions or additional information is necessary. 

OMJ-04 The RDEIR contains mitigation measures PS-3a through PS-3i (see Section 
4.11, Public Services and Utilities) to ensure that the SMR Fire Brigade and the 
Cal Fire resource are sufficient before the project proceeds.  These include; 1) 
an updated Fire Protection Plan for the Rail Spur Project that meets all the 
applicable requirements of API, NFPA, UFC, and Cal Fire/County Fire;  2) an 
updated Emergency Response Plan to include the rail unloading facilities and 
operations; 3) an updated Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan to 
include the rail unloading facilities and operations; 4) requirements that the 
SMR fire brigade meets all the requirements outlined in Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 29 CFR 1910.156, and NFPA 600 & 1081; 5) 
updated fire brigade staffing/training requirements and Cal Fire funding 
requirements; 6) funding of a qualified Cal Fire inspector to conduct the annual 
fire inspections at the SMR; 7) funding of training for Cal Fire personnel, 
including field training, as per the Security and Emergency Response Training 
Center Railroad Incident Coordination and Safety (RICS) meeting Department 
of Homeland security, NIIMS, OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120 compliance.  These 
extensive requirements would reduce the impacts of the rail spur project on fire 
resources at the SMR to less than significant with mitigation (Class II). 

In addition, for transportation of crude oil along the mainline tracks, mitigation 
measures PS-4a though PS-4c) (see Section 4.11, Public Service and Utilities) 
include 1) Only rail cars designed to Option 1: PHMSA and FRA Designed 
Tank Car shall be allowed; 2) requires annual funding for first response 
agencies along the mainline rail routes; 3) require annual emergency responses 
scenario/field based training; and 4) notification requirements. Impacts to fire 
protection and emergency response would remain significant and unavoidable 
(Class I) along the mainline routes. 

The SLO County Hazmat team is a multi-agency team including San Luis 
Obispo City, Arroyo Grande Fire, Paso Robles City, Atascadero Fire, San Luis 



Responses to Jan Owens-Martinez Comments 
 

Obispo County Environmental Health, and the California Men’s Colony.  The 
County Hazmat teams responsibilities include responding to chemical, 
biological, and radiological accidents in addition to special training on 
equipment and procedures for use in responding to hazardous situations and 
would be available to respond to an emergency at the SMR.  Mitigation 
measures PS-3g though PS-3i (see Section 4.11, Public Services and Utilities) 
include training requirements that would enhance the response capabilities of 
both the SMR fire brigade Cal Fire, and other local fire department personnel.    

OMJ-05 Noise levels along the mainline and at the SMR would increase with the 
additional trains.  Noise levels along the mainline are addressed in Section 4.9 
(Noise and Vibration) under impact N.3.  Noise levels at the SMR are discussed 
in Section 4.9 under impacts N.1 for construction and N.2 for operations.  
Based on in-field monitoring and modeling, noise impacts would be less than 
significant with mitigation (Class II).   

OMJ-06 In San Luis Obispo County, the Cuesta Grade represents an area where a 
runaway train could occur. A runaway train coming down the Cuesta Grade 
could result in spills of crude oil and associated fires. The Rail Spur Project 
would use two additional locomotives (for a total of five locomotives) on the 
crude oil unit train for crossing the Cuesta Grade. These two additional 
locomotives would be added to the train at Santa Margarita and removed from 
the train in the City of San Luis Obispo once the train had crossed the Cuesta 
Grade. These additional locomotives would help to assure that the train can 
safely traverse the Cuesta Grade. 

OMJ-07 The comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
statements about realtor disclosures and property values are included in the 
FEIR for the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County’s 
deliberations on the proposed project. 

Property values are an economic issue and CEQA does not require an 
evaluation of economic or social impacts, and states that “economic or social 
effects of a project shall not be treated as significant effects on the 
environment” unless those effects result in physical changes to the environment 
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15131). Change in property values would not 
constitute or cause a physical change in the environment above those already 
described and discussed in the RDEIR. 

OMJ-08 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA. No further response is 
required. 
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