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Responses to Sharon A. Rippner Comments 
 

RIS-01 It is unclear whether the County is preempted from imposing mitigation 
measures to reduce the potential for significant impacts along UPRR’s 
mainline. The RDEIR takes a conservative approach to the evaluation of 
impacts by recognizing that Federal law may preempt the County from 
imposing conditions of approval that would mitigate these impacts, potentially 
resulting in unmitigated significant impacts.  This satisfies the information 
disclosure requirements of CEQA and will allow the County decision makers to 
evaluate the full spectrum of potential environmental impacts as well as 
potential mitigation measures. 

The commenter’s concerns about significant environmental impacts, health and 
safety are included in the FEIR for the decision-makers’ consideration as part 
of the County's deliberations on the proposed project. 

RIS-02 Emissions of toxic pollutants contribute to cancer risks and are generally more 
local impacts.  Emission credits are not proposed for these impacts.  The use of 
DPM credits was removed from the final EIR.  The mitigation measures for 
toxic impacts are to utilize Tier 4 locomotives, which are substantially cleaner 
than most locomotive currently operating and Tier 4 locomotives are available 
in 2015.  However, this mitigation measure may be preempted by Federal 
requirements.  Emissions of toxic materials are found to be significant and 
unavoidable.  See Appendix B.2.  However, along the mainline, impacts would 
be less than significant for areas where trains are consistently traveling more 
than 30 mph. 

Air emissions from tank car fugitive emissions are nominal, totaling only about 
0.02 lbs/round trip within SLO County.  Rails cars would not be opened during 
transit.  Emissions associated with unloading of the tank cars, including pumps, 
pressure relief valves, manifolds, connections, etc, were all included in the EIR 
and listed in detail in the Air Quality Appendix.  Emissions associated with 
unloading would not occur during transit.   

The EIR does indicate that emissions of criteria pollutants along the mainline 
routes would exceed the thresholds in most Districts, thereby being a significant 
impact. 

RIS-03 A 1-mile zone is an overestimate of potential hazards for a crude oil train 
carrying heavy tar sands crude oil. The potential consequences of a potential 
accident also need to be taken into account; specifically the distance from the 
rail line where adverse impacts would be possible. The worst-case thermal 
hazard zone associated with the catastrophic tank car failure and fire was 
approximately 500 meters. Within this distance, there is the possibility that 
individuals could experience thermal injuries. Beyond 500 meters, potential 
injuries would not likely occur. Likewise, the potential for fatalities is limited to 
300 meters from the rail line. However, the potential impacts of a train 
derailment, oil spill and potential fires and explosions would be substantial. 
Therefore, the RDEIR found that the risk of a crude oil train accident and spill 
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was considered a Significant and Unavoidable (Class I) impact. 

RIS-04 The RDEIR addresses the potential impacts and recommends mitigation 
measures for the proposed Project consistent with the requirements of CEQA.  
Section 4.3 (Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases) addresses GHG emissions, 
criteria air emissions and health risks.  The commenter’s statement about air 
issues are included in the FEIR for the decision-makers’ consideration as part 
of the County’s deliberations on the proposed project. 

The EIR concludes that emissions of criteria, GHG and toxic pollutants would 
exceed the SLOCAPCD thresholds and would be a significant impact. 

 




