
From: "Sue Singer" <sue.singer@charter.net> 
To: <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/24/2014 04:31 PM 
Subject: Phillips 66 Rail Terminal Project 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Murry Wilson - SLO County Planning Department, 
 
My husband and I are shocked by the realities of the Phillips 66 Rail Terminal 
Project and by the lack of meaningful publicity concerning it.  We read 
newspapers and internet coverage, watch news on TV and stay abreast of local, 
state, U.S. and world goings-on.  At first, Phillips 66 downplayed this project 
as just small additions on their own land.  There was little information in the 
news about the proposal. 
 
Now we find that it is not just a "Rail Terminal Project," but a matter of 
bringing 520 oil trains, each one a mile and a half long and filled with highly 
toxic materials, through SLO County (and through the state), for five days of 
every week.  This is outrageous. 
 
The impact of such a project would be devastating to SLO County.  Material about 
this proposal should have been sent to every household in the County. 
The breadth of the project should have been discussed extensively in the local 
print and screen news.  Residents should have been given ample time to respond to 
such a proposal. 
 
How could we in SLO County rejoice over President Obama and the President of 
China making an historical pledge to address climate change, and turn around 
within weeks to consider the increased use of fossil fuels in our area?  We need 
the SLO County Planning Department to put an end to this proposal immediately. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Sue Singer 
Arroyo Grande 
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Responses to Sue Singer Comments 
 

SIS-01 In San Luis Obispo County, the Cuesta Grade represents an area where a 
runaway train could occur. A runaway train coming down the Cuesta Grade 
could result in spills of crude oil and associated fires. The Rail Spur Project 
would use two additional locomotives (for a total of five locomotives) on the 
crude oil unit train for crossing the Cuesta Grade. These two additional 
locomotives would be added to the train at Santa Margarita and removed from 
the train in the City of San Luis Obispo once the train had crossed the Cuesta 
Grade. These additional locomotives would help to assure that the train can 
safely traverse the Cuesta Grade. 
As noted in the RDEIR, the current DOT-111 tank cars have serious safety 
deficiencies that can lead to an unacceptable spill rate in the event of a train 
derailment. As a result, the RDEIR specifically included mitigation measure 
HM-2a, which requires only rail cars designed to Option 1: PHMSA and FRA 
Designed Tank Car as listed in Table 4.7.6, shall be allowed to unload crude oil 
at the Santa Maria Refinery. Even with the improved rail cars, the RDEIR 
found that the risk of a crude oil train accident and spill was considered a 
Significant and Unavoidable (Class I) impact. 

SIS-02 The County has complied with all of the public noticing requirement under 
CEQA. Public meeting were held during the Notice of Preparation (NOP) stage 
of the project to solicit input from the public. Public workshops were held to 
review the Draft EIR. All of these meeting were noticed in the local papers. 
The proposed project is to deliver up to 250 trains per year to the SMR, not the 
520 stated in the comment. As shown in Appendix A of the RDEIR each of the 
80 tank cars and two buffer cars would be 60 feet long, and the three 
locomotives would be 90 feet long. This would make the total train length 
5,190 feet (82*60+90*3=5,190), not 1.5 miles as stated in the comment. 
The remainder of the comment does not identify a specific environmental 
analysis or CEQA issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  
Therefore, no further response is required. 

SIS-03 A Quantitative Risk Analysis (QRA) was conducted as part of the RDEIR and 
is documented in the Hazards and Hazardous Materials Section (see Section 4.7 
and Appendix H). The rail routes were divided up into distinct segments to 
account for differing population levels along the rail routes. Each segment was 
assigned a population density reflecting the unique populations along the rail 
route. Segments where facilities and/or events might attract temporary high 
population levels were assigned a population that reflected the larger temporary 
population, and did not correct for seasonal or diurnal variation, thus slightly 
overestimating the risk for the segment. The fact that every possible landmark 
along the proposed rail routes is not explicitly mentioned does not mean that it 
was omitted. The population assigned for each segment characterizes the 
potential residential, commercial, industrial, and venue population that is, or 
could be temporarily, present along the segment. As noted in Response to SIS-
02, even with the improved rail cars, the RDEIR found that the risk of a crude 
oil train accident and spill was considered a Significant and Unavoidable (Class 
I) impact. 
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