
From:    Ron Sponaugle <rsponge1066@gmail.com> 
To:    p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
Date:    11/13/2014 09:16 AM 
Subject:    Rail Spur Project comments 
 
 
Mr. Murry Wilson 
SLO County Planning Department 
 
Dear Mr. Wilson 
 
We are concerned citizens who ask for a “NO” vote to the approval of the Phillips66 Rail Terminal 
Project. 
 

1. The air quality would worsen in the area, and the area already has some poor air quality due to 
particle matter from the Dunes area. 

2. The transport of the hazardous oil comes through some high-risk areas such as the Cuesta grade 
and the Cal-Poly campus. 

3. This is area is a highly-ranked tourist area. Any bad spills or other pollution problems generated 
from this rail expansion would costs jobs and/or valuble income for the area. 

4. The federal government preemptions concerning rail transport would mean that the local  
government has no say in local concerns. 

 
Thank you for your concern about us and future generations. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
Ronald & Nancy Sponaugle 
Nipomo, Ca 93444 
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Responses to Ronald and Nancy Sponaugle Comments 
 

SPR-01 The RDEIR addresses the potential impacts and recommends mitigation 
measures for the proposed Project consistent with the requirements of CEQA.  
Section 4.3 (Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases) addresses GHG emissions, 
criteria air emissions and health risks.   

The EIR concludes that emissions of criteria, GHG and toxic pollutants would 
exceed the SLOCAPCD thresholds and would be a significant impact. 

The commenter’s statement about air issues are included in the FEIR for the 
decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County’s deliberations on the 
proposed project. 

A study performed by the SLOCAPCD, the South County Phase 2 Particulate 
Study, evaluated whether impacts from off-road vehicle activities at the Oceano 
Dunes State Vehicle Recreational Area (ODSVRA), the Phillips Refinery coke 
piles, and adjacent agricultural fields were contributing to the particulate 
problems on the Nipomo Mesa (SLOC APCD 2010).  The Phase 2 portion of 
the study concluded that off-road vehicle activity in the ODSVRA is a major 
contributing factor to the PM concentrations observed on the Nipomo Mesa and 
that neither the petroleum coke piles at the Phillips facility nor agricultural 
fields or activities in and around the area are a significant source of ambient PM 
on the Nipomo Mesa.  The composition of the particulates is predominately 
natural crustal particles.  The SLOCAPCD has determined that the dune 
complex along the coast of the Five Cities area is the source of the high 
particulate matter levels measured at the South Coast stations (SLOCAPCD 
Annual Emissions Report, 2013). The SMR has a coke dust plan to reduce coke 
dust and it does involve watering.  However, the proposed Project is not 
anticipated to increase coke handling or contribute to dust particulate levels in 
the area.  Air quality violations on the mesa are primarily associated with 
natural crustal particulates. 

SPR-02 In San Luis Obispo County, the Cuesta Grade represents an area where a 
runaway train could occur. A runaway train coming down the Cuesta Grade 
could result in spills of crude oil and associated fires. The Rail Spur Project 
would use two additional locomotives (for a total of five locomotives) on the 
crude oil unit train for crossing the Cuesta Grade. These two additional 
locomotives would be added to the train at Santa Margarita and removed from 
the train in the City of San Luis Obispo once the train had crossed the Cuesta 
Grade. These additional locomotives would help to assure that the train can 
safely traverse the Cuesta Grade. 

SPR-03 CEQA does not require an evaluation of economic or social impacts, and states 
that “economic or social effects of a project shall not be treated as significant 
effects on the environment” unless those effects result in physical changes to 
the environment (CEQA Guidelines Section 15131). Although the Project, and 
particularly a spill or major accident, could affect the local economy and 
tourism, these effects would not constitute or cause a physical change in the 
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environment above those already described and discussed in the RDEIR.  

SPR-04 SLO County would have legal over site of all of the rail activities at the SMR. It 
is possible that SLO County could be preempted by federal law for regulating 
the UPRR operations on the mainline tracks. The Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) has regulatory authority on the mainline rail routes along 
with the California Public Utilities Commission. 

 




