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Murry Wilson, Environmental Resource Specialist 
County of San Luis Obispo 
Department of Planning and Building 
976 Osos Street, Room 300 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408-2040 

 
Dear Mr. Wilson: 

 
I have lived in San Luis Obispo County for 67 years and spent the last 51 years working in 
education, three years with San Luis Coastal Unified School District and 48 years with Cuesta 
College.  I currently serve as Superintendent/President of Cuesta College. 

 
The Phillips 66 Santa Maria Refinery has been quietly doing its job for 60 years, and what I have 
observed is a business that operates safely and with respect for our community. Refinery 
managers make a concerted effort to outreach to the community to keep us informed through 
presentations at service clubs, chambers of commerce, and print/electronic communications.   
 
Employees from the refinery involve themselves in the lives and functions of our cities through 
serving on Boards of Directors, service clubs, fund-raising events, and many others.  At Cuesta 
College, Phillips 66 has financially supported our Women's basketball program for nearly two 
decades as well as a allowing a plant manager to serve on the college's Foundation board. 

 
The company leadership welcomes our questions and addresses our concerns.  I have friends who 
work at the refinery, and I know personally that the commitment and caring extends to every staff 
member.  The refinery is more than just an oil facility but rather a very important community 
resource to the South County and to the Central Coast, in general. 

 
The refinery today, like many of our businesses and institutions, needs to change its operations 
slightly in order to continue to operate efficiently -- no different than has gone on for 60 years. 
We all have to adapt to changing market conditions to survive, not every one's changes are 
subject to the scrutiny the refinery is managing.  The draft EIR is long and thorough and 
addresses every detail of the project. 

 
I am convinced that Phillips 66 has proven itself with its 60 year track record of sound operations, 
coupled with an EIR that indicates the project is manageable and should add up to a "yes" vote 
for the  rail project request. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Gilbert H. Stork, Ed.D. 
Superintendent/President 
gstork@cuesta.edu 
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Responses to Gilbert H. Stork (Cuesta College) Comments 
 

STG-01 
through 
STG-03 

Comment STG-02 expresses support for the scope of analysis provided for in 
the EIR. These comments do not identify a specific environmental analysis or 
CEQA issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA. 

 




