
From: "Lori Weitz" <loriweitz8@verizon.net> 
To: <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/22/2014 09:33 AM 
Subject: Serious Health Concerns resulting from Phillips 66 Rail Spur 
            Project 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Murry Wilson, 
 
I am writing this letter because of the stress and concern caused by the Rail 
Spur Project and expansion of the Phillips 66 Refinery.  It is extremely 
upsetting that changes can be made that so negatively impact the health of the 
residents of the County and State. 
 
My husband and I moved to the area from New Jersey away from the large cities in 
the hope of clean air and a pleasant environment to live.  We knew about the 
refinery but understood that the refinery would not expand and the area around 
the refinery was zoned residential.  We also understood that the raw material of 
the refinery was delivered by pipeline.  We recently learned about the Rail Spur 
Project and the potential threats to our health and environment. 
 
I understand that operational activities associated with the Rail Spur Project 
would generate criteria pollutant emissions that exceed SLOCAPD thresholds and 
that trains will emit toxic emissions.  This project if allowed to proceed will 
negatively impact the health of residents and make our community in San Luis 
Obispo County a very undesirable place to live due to the additional pollutants 
generated by the Rail Spur Project.  We are requesting that you not allow this 
project to proceed because of the potential negative health effects on the 
residents of the community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lorraine Weitz 
 
 
Lorraine Weitz 
1327 Trail View Place 
Nipomo, California 93444 
Mobile Phone:  (908) 419-5687 
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From: "Lori Weitz" <loriweitz8@verizon.net> 
To: <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/22/2014 10:31 AM 
Subject: Public Safety Risks resulting from Phillips 66 Rail Spur 
            Project 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Murry Wilson, 
 
I am writing this letter because of the safety risks resulting from the Rail Spur 
Project.  It is extremely upsetting that rail cars carrying crude oil will be 
increasingly passing through residential neighborhoods when other safer 
alternatives are available. 
 
Freight trains carrying crude oil, propane and other hazardous materials are 
going off their tracks at alarming rates.  When we moved to the area we knew 
about the refinery but understood that the refinery would not expand. 
 
We also understood that the raw material of the refinery was delivered by 
pipeline.  We recently learned about the Rail Spur Project and the potential 
threats to public safety. 
 
Rail car disasters have been reported repeatedly over the last few years. 
Regardless of improvements in tank cars, far more crude oil shipped by rail 
equals far more trains derailing and far more disasters.  We are requesting that 
you not allow this project to proceed because of the real safety risks affecting 
the residents of the County. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lorraine Weitz 
 
Lorraine Weitz 
1327 Trail View Place 
Nipomo, California 93444 
Home Phone:  (805) 219-0120 
Mobile Phone:  (908) 419-5687 
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From: "Lori Weitz" <loriweitz8@verizon.net> 
To: <p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us> 
Date: 11/24/2014 09:06 AM 
Subject: Serious Health Concerns resulting from Phillips 66 Rail Spur 
            Project 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Murry Wilson, 
 
I am writing this letter because of the serious concern caused by the Rail Spur 
Project and expansion of the Phillips 66 Refinery.  It is extremely upsetting 
that changes can be made that so negatively impact the health of the residents of 
the County and State.  As we research the concern it is very clear that this 
concern will result in a very real threat to the community. 
 
With the locomotives operational for a combined 34.5 hours a day during the 
12-14 hours of unloading, the additional emissions will be increased with no 
estimate as to that impact or how many emission credits are available. 
What's more the locomotives would be slow moving, so that the emissions would be 
highly concentrated in a confined area.  With the prevailing winds coming from 
the West across the proposed terminal and 5 spurs, the airborne particulates 
combined with "pet coke" dust will only diminish the air 
quality that already is poor.   The additional pollutants will pose a 
health threat to the County residents. 
 
We are requesting that you not allow this project to proceed because of the 
potential negative health effects on the residents of the community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lorraine Weitz 
 
 
Lorraine Weitz 
1327 Trail View Place 
Nipomo, California 93444 
Mobile Phone:  (908) 419-5687 
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Responses to Lorraine Weitz Comments 
 

WEL-01 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA. The commenter’s 
concerns about health, land use and environmental pollution are included in the 
FEIR for the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's 
deliberations on the proposed project. 

WEL-02 The RDEIR addresses the potential impacts and recommends mitigation 
measures for the proposed Project consistent with the requirements of CEQA.  
Section 4.3 (Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases) addresses GHG emissions, 
criteria air emissions and health risks.   

The EIR concludes that emissions of criteria, GHG and toxic pollutants would 
exceed the SLOCAPCD thresholds and would be a significant impact. 

The commenter’s statement about air issues are included in the FEIR for the 
decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County’s deliberations on the 
proposed project. 

WEL-03 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about the relative hazards and benefits of the project are included in 
the FEIR for the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's 
deliberations on the proposed project. 

WEL-04 Emission reduction credit information has been added to the final EIR, 
indicating that there are sufficient emission reduction credits available with the 
SLOCAPCD to offset the criteria pollutants generated by the project within 
SLOC.  The SLOCAPCD has a well established program of credits for criteria 
pollutants and GHG which can be used to offset the emissions increases.  The 
mitigation measures have been developed in coordination with the 
SLOCAPCD.  ERC are standard practice in many air districts state-wide to 
reduce the impacts of criteria pollutant emissions 

The use of higher sulfur crude oils would increase the amount of sulfur 
produced at the SMR.  This increase in sulfur and the associated truck trips are 
addressed in the EIR in Section 4.3 (Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases).  As 
the SMR already processes heavy crude oils, and the tar sands crude oils would 
have a similar proportion of heavier materials, the production of coke is not 
expected to change with the project.  A study performed by the SLOCAPCD, 
the South County Phase 2 Particulate Study, evaluated whether impacts from 
off-road vehicle activities at the Oceano Dunes State Vehicle Recreational Area 
(ODSVRA), the Phillips Refinery coke piles, and adjacent agricultural fields 
were contributing to the particulate problems on the Nipomo Mesa (SLOC 
APCD 2010).  The Phase 2 portion of the study concluded that off-road vehicle 
activity in the ODSVRA is a major contributing factor to the PM concentrations 
observed on the Nipomo Mesa and that neither the petroleum coke piles at the 
Phillips facility nor agricultural fields or activities in and around the area are a 



Responses to Lorraine Weitz Comments 
 

significant source of ambient PM on the Nipomo Mesa.  The composition of the 
particulates is predominately natural crustal particles.  The SLOCAPCD has 
determined that the dune complex along the coast of the Five Cities area is the 
source of the high particulate matter levels measured at the South Coast stations 
(SLOCAPCD Annual Emissions Report, 2013). The SMR has a coke dust plan 
to reduce coke dust and it does involve watering.  However, the proposed 
Project is not anticipated to increase coke handling or contribute to dust 
particulate levels in the area.  Air quality violations on the mesa are primarily 
associated with natural crustal particulates. 
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