
From: Robert Wolff <rjwolff1@gmail.com> 
To: p66-railspur-comments@co.slo.ca.us 
Date: 11/23/2014 10:30 PM 
Subject: The P66 Rail Terminal Project 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Wilson, 
 
My husband, Dr. Gregg Wolff, and I moved to California's Central Coast from 
Massachusetts in 2008. We rented a house in San Luis Obispo as we researched the 
county looking for the best place to purchase a house and establish his medical 
practice. When we discovered Trilogy in Nipomo, we knew it was something very 
special; the people were genuinely happy to live in such a special environment. 
When my father passed away, we sold that house, and built a larger home where my 
mother could join us and be part of the Trilogy community. We built the new house 
at the top of Louise Lane, number 1735. Our favorite thing about the house, other 
than all of us being together, was the view of the dunes and the ocean beyond. 
Once or twice a week we could smell the unpleasant odor of the refinery, but it 
was only on occasion and we felt we could live with it. 
 
We are now faced with the threat of 520 oil trains coming through SLO county and 
delivering the product to the refinery. The proposed train-yard, with its foul 
odor, noise and stadium style lighting will be directly down the street from our 
house and the homes throughout Trilogy will be affected. I ask you if this is 
something you would want to see, smell and hear from your house? Not one person I 
have spoken with at Trilogy feels this is a good idea. 
 
This is not an issue that is problematic to the Nipomo Mesa alone. If one of 
these mile and a half long trains derails while coming down The Grade, while 
crossing over the 100 year old bridge at the bottom of The Grade, while passing 
behind the CalPoly campus, or while traveling behind French Hospital, what would 
be the cost to the environment and in human lives? How would the county evacuate 
67,000 people and where would they put them while the clean up was under way? 
Think back to the oil-spill that happened in Avila Beach - that would be nothing 
in comparison to a train that explodes like a mega-ton bomb. Bloomberg Business 
Weekly did a good job researching this type of explosion; the article is titled 
"Trains That Go Boom" and I highly suggest you Google the article as I'm sure it 
will eradicate any doubts you may have about this being a very bad idea for San 
Luis Obispo County. 
 
I thank you very much for taking the time to read this. Nipomo is my home, and I 
love my home. I want to see it protected from a proposed idea that is wrought 
with horrible consequences. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Wolff, MSW, LCSW 
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Responses to Robert Wolff Comments 
 

WOR-01 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
concerns about odors, noise, lighting, and public safety have been included in 
the FEIR for the decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's 
deliberations on the proposed project. 

The RDEIR addresses the hazards of trains moving to and from the SMR 
including traveling down the Cuesta Grade. As discussed in the Project 
Description (Chapter 2.0), two additional locomotives would be added to the 
train while traveling down Cuesta Grade. A quantitative risk assessment (QRA) 
was conducted for the mainline rail routes that could be used to deliver crude 
oil trains to the SMR. The results of this analysis was that the public safety 
hazards were considered to be significant and unavoidable (Class I). 
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