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Responses to Tom Zehnder Comments 
 

ZET-01 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA. No further response is 
required. 

ZET-02 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA. The comments about 
thoroughness and adequacy of the EIR are included in the FEIR for the 
decision-makers’ consideration as part of the County's deliberations on the 
proposed project. 

ZET-03 The SMR receives all of its oil supply from domestic sources, so the Rail Spur 
Project would not reduce the amount of oil delivered to the refinery from other 
countries. In fact, the likely supply of oil would be from Canada, which is 
considered a foreign supply of oil. 

ZET-04 The Quantitative Risk Analysis that was prepared for the proposed project 
evaluated a variety of crude oil types and used the properties for a worst-case 
crude that consisted of Canadian Tar Sands crude oil that is blended with 
diluent. The figure below shows the breakdown of the yield for the crude mix 
currently being run by the SMR compared with the two dilbit crudes evaluated 
in the RDEIR. 

 
Sources:  
1. http://www.crudemonitor.ca/dist.php?units=c&temp=527&submit=-

%3E&recov=33.63&acr=PH&time=hist 
2. http://www.crudemonitor.ca/dist.php?acr=AWB&time=hist 
3. Phillips 66-Average values for 2014 and part of 2015. 

This shows that the amount of Naphtha, distillate, gas oil, and resid for the two 
dilbit crude evaluated in the RDEIR are very similar to the typical composition 
of crude that is currently processed at the SMR. This data would indicate that 
the amount of Naphtha (i.e., pressure distillate) and gas oils produced at the 
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SMR with the use of the dilbits would not increase with the change in crude. 
Therefore, the amount shipped to the Rodeo Refinery would not increase as a 
result of the change in crude oil slate. 

The EIR preparers are very familiar with the ExxonMobil crude oil unit train 
that transports crude oil produced in San Ardo down to Los Angeles area 
refineries. As noted, there have not been any incidents associated with the San 
Ardo unit trains. 

ZET-05 This comment does not identify a specific environmental analysis or CEQA 
issue relative to the EIR and compliance with CEQA.  The commenter’s 
support for the project is included in the FEIR for the decision-makers’ 
consideration as part of the County's deliberations on the proposed project. 

 




