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STATUS UPDATE FOR THE PHILLIPS 66 RAIL SPUR PROJECT 

 
Due to the number of inquiries regarding the status of the proposed Phillips 66 Rail Spur 

Project application, the Department of Planning and Building submits this media release in 

order to update the public regarding the status of the project.  The San Luis Obispo County 

Planning and Building Department is currently working toward releasing a Final Environmental 

Impact Report for the project.  Updated regulations have been released by the Federal 

Department of Transportation and the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 

Assessment.  The County Planning and Building Department is reviewing these regulations 

with respect to the County’s Environmental Impact Report.  When the Final Environmental 

Impact Report is complete and available for review, a full notification of its availability will be 

released.  In addition, please refer to the County Department of Planning and Building’s 

website regarding the Phillips 66 project which will also include any updates to the project 

when available.  That can be found by going to www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning and clicking on 

the link for Phillips 66 Company Rail Spur Extension Project under Environmental Impact 

Reports.   

 Project Background: Phillips 66 has applied for a Development Plan and Coastal Development 

Permit to extend a rail spur off of the Union Pacific rail mainline in order to unload up to five 

trains per week carrying heavy crude to the Santa Maria Refinery.  The rail spur would be 
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approximately 6,915 feet in length and would occupy approximately 47 acres of the 1,644 acre 

refinery site.  A Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report for the project was released on 

October 10, 2014 and the comment period closed on November 24, 2014. Additional 

opportunity for the public to comment on the project would be during the upcoming public 

hearings which have not yet been scheduled. For additional information regarding the project 

please contact the County project manager Ryan Hostetter at (805) 788-2351 or via email at 

rhostetter@co.slo.ca.us 

 


