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1.0 Introduction 

This volume of the Final Chevron Tank Farm EIR presents copies of all of the comment letters 
received on the Public Draft EIR. A total of 31 comment letters were received on the Public 
Draft EIR. The comment letters contained approximately 400 comments. 

The comment letters have been numbered and given written responses. The Response to 
Comments Volume has been broken down into five sections. 

 Governmental Agency Comments and Responses  
 Applicant Comments and Responses 
 Organization Comments and Responses 
 General Public Comments and Responses 
 DEIR Workshop Comments and Responses 

These sections present the comment letters in their entirety. An alpha-numeric code was given to 
each letter to provide the reader with an easy indicator of which comment is being responded to 
for each letter. For example, in the letter from San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control 
District (SLOAPCD), the first comment is APCD-1. The identification code appears in the 
margin of the letter. Each letter is directly followed by the responses for that letter, and each of 
the responses has the applicable code (e.g., the first SLOAPCD response is labeled APCD-1). 
The letters and their responses are organized alphabetically within each of the sections listed 
above. The public comment letters are organized alphabetically by last name. 

The table of contents lists each comment letter, their identification code, and the page location 
within the response to comment volume.  

Section 15132 of the CEQA Guidelines states that the Final EIR shall consist of: 

a. The Draft EIR or a revision of the Draft. 
b. Comments and recommendations received on the Draft EIR either verbatim or in summary.  
c. A list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft EIR.  
d. The responses of the Lead Agency to significant environmental points raised in the review 

and consultation process.  
e. Any other information added by the Lead Agency. 

In addition to the content requirements, the Lead Agency is required to “evaluate comments on 
environmental issues received from persons who reviewed the Draft EIR and shall prepare a 
written response” CEQA Guidelines Section 15088(a). 

In responding to the issues raised, the Lead Agency’s comments may take the form of a revision 
to the Draft EIR or may be a separate section in the Final EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section 
15088(c)).  
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For the Chevron Tank Farm Final EIR the City and County has provided written responses to all 
of the comments received on the Draft EIR, and as made revisions to the Draft EIR to address 
the comments received. A number of questions and comments were raised by multiple 
commenting parties that covered non-EIR issues as well as project scope issues. Responses to 
these issues are provided below. 

2.0 Non-EIR Comments 

Consideration of the need for a project is not generally within the scope of an EIR, as the EIR’s 
role is to present an impartial evaluation of the physical environmental effects of a project, 
should it be implemented. CEQA’s requirement to consider project objectives is such that a 
reasonable range of alternatives can be determined and evaluated. In considering approval of a 
project, decision-makers do weigh factors such as need, economic benefits to the community 
(taxes, jobs, expenditures for local goods and services, and secondary economic benefits), and 
appropriateness at this time, in addition to the other factors and environmental consequences 
examined in the EIR. 

 As a public agency with authority over land use within its jurisdiction, the City and County are 
responsible for managing certain land use activities, planning for future land uses, and exercising 
its discretionary authority over development proposals. The City and County has an obligation to 
review and consider any proposal for land development which is submitted in conformance with 
established procedures. For the Chevron Tank Farm Project, the Applicant submitted 
applications for review in conformance with City and County requirements. An initial step by the 
City and County is completion of an environmental review. Another important consideration at 
this stage is the proposal’s consistency with plans, policies, and regulations; a discussion of such 
consistency, as well as an evaluation of compatibility with existing land uses, is included in the 
EIR (see Appendix E). Some of the comments submitted on the Draft EIR offered opinions on 
support or denial of the application. The City and County decision-makers will consider these 
and other comments during deliberation on the project. 

 


