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August 27, 2012 
 
Project No. 0601-3284 
 
Mr. Rik Williams 
Chevron Environmental Management Company 
276 Tank Farm Road  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 
RE: California Red-Legged Frog Survey for the San Luis Obispo Tank Farm, San Luis 

Obispo County, California. 

 
Dear Mr. Williams, 

Padre Associates, Inc. (Padre) is submitting this letter to Chevron Environmental 
Management Company (CEMC) to document the results of the recently conducted non-
breeding season surveys for California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii) (CRLF).  One day and 
one night survey were completed on August 8, 2012 at the San Luis Obispo Tank Farm 
Property (Property), located in San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo County, California.  The 
surveys were completed to assist in determining presence/absence of the federally threatened 
CRLF.  Following these non-breeding surveys, an additional six day/night surveys will be 
completed within the breeding season survey period which ranges between January 1 and June 
30.  Following these surveys, a Report will be prepared and submitted with all the survey 
results. 

The survey methodologies implemented for these non-breeding surveys were conducted 
in accordance with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Revised Guidance on Site 
Assessments and Field Surveys for the California Red-legged Frog (USFWS, 2005).  Survey 
personnel included: Ms. Thea Benson, Mr. Ken Gilliland, Mr. Kenny Wimer, and Mr. Eric 
Hughes.  Specifically, the survey consisted of two, two-person teams to cover all of the habitat 
areas of the Property.  Each two-person team included a Padre Biologist with prior CRLF 
experience.  At the beginning of each survey and prior to entering pre-designated survey areas 
determined during a reconnaissance survey of the Property, Padre Biologists attempted to 
identify CRLF vocalizations.  Following auditory identification attempts, all available CRLF 
aquatic habitat was inspected for frogs and potential CRLF refugium.  Binoculars and lights 
were utilized to scan all available CRLF habitat and detect species via eye-shine during night 
surveys.  Please refer to Attachments for site photographs and completed data forms. 

Table 1 depicts the results of the focused non-breeding season CRLF surveys 
conducted within the Property by Padre Biologists on August 8, 2012.  The areas surveyed 
included the East Branch of San Luis Obispo Creek, along with two ponded reservoirs which 
support wetland habitat on the south side of the Property.   
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Table 1.  CRLF Non-Breeding Survey Results for August 8, 2012 at the Property 

Survey 
Number 

Survey Date 
Start Time 

Survey 
Type 

Air Temp. 
Water Temp. 

Weather  
Conditions 

CRLF 
Detected 

East Branch of San Luis Obispo Creek and Ponded Locations on South Side of Project Site 

1 
Date: 8/8/12 
Time: 1630 

Day Air: 78.0°F 
<10% cloud cover, 5 

mph NW wind 
No 

2 
Date: 8/8/12 
Time: 2130 

Night Air: 61°F 
<10% cloud cover, 

3.5 mph S wind 
No 

 

No CRLF were observed during the non-breeding season surveys completed on August 
8, 2012, at the San Luis Obispo Tank Farm Property; however, ten American bullfrogs (Rana 
catesbeiana) were identified in the San Luis Obispo Creek and the ponded features on the 
south side of the Property.  Additionally, several crayfish (Procambarus sp.) and mosquitofish 
(Gambusia affinis) were identified in the creek channel during the day/night surveys.  As such, 
based on USFWS field survey guidance for CRLF, six additional breeding season surveys will 
be conducted between January 1 and June 30, 2013 to determine presence/absence of the 
federally-threatened species on the Property.  Because CRLF breeding takes place during the 
rainy season, additional seasonal wetland features on the north and south sides of the Property 
will likely contain water during this time, and will be included in the future surveys.      

Should you have any questions regarding the information presented in this letter, please 
contact Mr. Eric Snelling at (805) 786-2650 (ext. 12) at your earliest convenience.   

 

Sincerely, 
Padre Associates, Inc. 
 
 
 
Thea Benson 
Project Biologist  
 
 
 
Eric K. Snelling 
Senior Project Manager    
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Attachment A – Site Photographs 

 
Photo 1.  Wetland feature and survey location on south side of the Property; photo taken August 8, 2012 

(aspect: north). 

 
Photo 2.  Wetland feature and survey location on south side of Property; photo taken August 8, 2012 

(aspect: south).  
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Photo 3.  East Branch of San Luis Obispo Creek survey location on South side of Property; photo taken 
August 8, 2012 (aspect: north).   

 

Photo 4.  American bullfrog (Rana castesbeiana) observed in wetland feature during night 
survey; photo taken August 8, 2012. 
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