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1.0 PROJECT SUMMARY 

This section of the Bob Jones Pathway will result in a separated Class I trail, where possible, for a 

distance of approximately 4.5 miles between the Octagon Barn in south San Luis Obispo and the 

existing Bob Jones Trail at the Ontario staging area (near the Salisbury Winery at the intersection 

of Ontario Road and San Luis Obispo Creek). The existing route places bicyclists immediately 

adjacent to motorists and requires a physically dangerous at-grade crossing. The proposed 

project will provide an improved and safer route for bicyclists and new opportunities for 

pedestrians, encouraging greater use by families and users of all ages and abilities.  

The proposed project will be in a more compatible setting with approximately 50 percent of the 

route adjacent to orchards and fields. The project will include an eight-foot wide asphalt 

surfaced pathway with two-foot wide shoulders on each side of the surfaced pathway. Grading 

and landscaping will occur within a 12 to 20 foot wide pathway easement. The pathway will run 

parallel to San Luis Obispo Creek and Highway 101, and includes three bridge crossings over San 

Luis Obispo Creek and one 300-foot long Highway 101 overcrossing. Two at-grade crossings of 

South Higuera are proposed within 0.5 miles of the Octagon Barn trailhead.  

This segment of the Bob Jones Pathway provides an important link of this facility connecting San 

Luis Obispo and Avila Beach.  

1.1 PURPOSE, USE, AND STRUCTURE OF THE EIR 

This section summarizes the purpose, use, and structure of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

for the Bob Jones Pathway project and describes the environmental procedures to be followed 

according to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This section addresses the 

purpose, use, and structure of the EIR; the environmental review process; and the project 

description and objectives. 

PURPOSE 

The County of San Luis Obispo (County) General Services Agency - Parks, acting as the lead 

agency, prepared this Draft EIR to provide the public and responsible trustee agencies with 

information about the potential environmental effects of the proposed Bob Jones Pathway (BJP; 

or project). As described in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15121(a), an EIR is a public 

informational document that (1) assesses potential environmental effects of the proposed 

project, and (2) identifies alternatives and mitigation measures to the proposed project that 

could reduce or avoid its adverse environmental impacts. Public agencies are charged with the 

duty to consider and minimize environmental impacts of proposed projects where feasible, with 

an obligation to balance a variety of public objectives, including economic, environmental, 

and social factors. 

CEQA requires the preparation of an EIR prior to approving any project that may have a 

significant effect on the environment. For the purposes of CEQA, the term “project” refers to the 

whole of an action that has the potential for resulting in a direct physical change or a 

reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment (State CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15378[a]). With respect to the proposed BJP, the County has determined that the 

proposed plan is a "project" within the definition of CEQA.  

The State CEQA Guidelines identify several types of EIRs, each applicable to different project 

circumstances. The most common type of EIR is a “project” EIR that evaluates the environmental 

impacts of a specific development project. A project EIR is appropriate for defined projects that 
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will not require additional site-specific environmental review following approval. In this case, the 

proposal contains adequate detail with regard to planning, construction, and operation to fully 

evaluate changes in the environment that may result from the development of the project. 

Therefore, this EIR has been prepared as a project EIR in accordance with CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15161. As, the project may be constructed in phases, any phase or segment – if 

changed or modified from the exiting Project Description may require subsequent supplemental 

environmental review, which may tier from this EIR. 

INTENDED USE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

The intent of this EIR is to evaluate the environmental impacts of the BJP to the greatest extent 

possible. The County and any other responsible or reviewing agency should use the EIR as the 

project-specific document to identify and evaluate significant environmental issues at the 

project site.  

“Responsible agency” means a public agency that proposes to carry out or approve a project, 

for which a lead agency is preparing or has prepared an EIR or Negative Declaration. For the 

purpose of CEQA, the term “responsible agency” includes all public agencies other than the 

lead agency that have discretionary approval or permitting authority over the project or an 

aspect of the project. The following have been identified as potential responsible agencies: 

 San Luis Obispo County – Environmental Coordinator 

 California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

 US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

 California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 

 Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Region 3) 

 US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

 City of San Luis Obispo 

 San Luis Obispo Air Pollution Control District 

According to the State of California, a trustee agency is a state agency having jurisdiction by 

law over natural resources affected by a project. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

and State Water Resources Control Board are the only trustee agencies applicable to the Bob 

Jones Pathway project. 

STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF THE EIR 

Sections 15122 through 15132 of the State CEQA Guidelines identify the content requirements for 

EIRs. An EIR must include a description of the environmental setting, an environmental impact 

analysis, mitigation measures, alternatives, significant irreversible environmental changes, 

growth-inducing impacts, and cumulative impacts. Environmental issues addressed in the EIR 

have been established through review of the project plans, input from public meetings, 

environmental documentation developed for the site, environmental documentation for nearby 

projects, and responses to the Notice of Preparation. This EIR has been prepared to concentrate 

all pertinent information into a concise summary format for easier use and review.  
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The EIR for the Bob Jones Pathway project is organized in the following manner: 

Hard Copy Document 

Section 1.0 – Introduction and Project Description 

This section provides an introduction and overview for the EIR, explains the purpose and structure 

of the document, and describes project description and objectives. 

Section S – Analysis Summary  

This section summarizes the environmental setting and characteristics of the proposed project, 

including environmental impacts and mitigation measures, Notice of Preparation and summary 

of comments received, project alternatives, and immediate and long-term impacts of the 

proposed project.  

Supporting Narrative and Documentation (on CD at the back of the EIR document) 

Section 2.0 – Impact Analysis (on Volume I CD) 

This section describes the environmental and regulatory setting and basic environment of the 

project area, for each of the key issue areas identified. The Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

subsection identifies direct and indirect environmental effects associated with implementation 

of the proposed project. Standards of significance are identified and utilized to determine 

whether identified environmental effects are considered “significant.” Significance thresholds 

are those criteria adopted by the County or other agencies that are universally recognized, or 

those that are developed specifically for this analysis, to measure the relevant importance or 

degree of an impact. Each environmental impact analysis is identified numerically (e.g., Impact 

2.1.1 – Substantially Damage Scenic Resources Within State Scenic Highway) and is supported 

by substantial evidence included in the discussion.  

This section contains an analysis of specific environmental topic areas as identified below. Each 

section generally contains a description of the existing setting, an overview of the regulatory 

framework concerning particular aspects of the environmental topic, and an evaluation of 

expected impacts with proposed mitigation measures. The following are the focused 

environmental topics to be addressed in this EIR: 

 Aesthetics/Visual Resources 

 Agricultural Resources 

 Biological and Natural Resources 

 Cultural Resources 

 Land Use and Planning 

 Transportation and Circulation  

This section also provides an evaluation and summary of cumulative impacts consistent with 

CEQA requirements. 
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Section 3.0 – Alternatives to the Project (on Volume I CD) 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6 requires that an EIR describe a range of reasonable 

alternatives to the project which could feasibly attain the basic objectives of the project and 

avoid and/or lessen the environmental effects of the project. Because the EIR must identify ways 

to mitigate or avoid the significant effects that the project may have on the environment, the 

discussion of the alternatives is intended to focus on options that are capable of avoiding or 

substantially lessening significant effects of the project. This EIR considers the following 

fundamental alternatives for discussion: 

 Alternative 1 – No Project/No Development  

 Alternative 2 – Important Farmland Avoidance 

 Alternative 3 – Elimination of South Higuera Crossings 

 Alternative 4 – Highway 101 Undercrossing at Ontario Road 

 Alternative 5 – Interim Improvements 

Section 4.0 – Other Sections Required by CEQA (on Volume I CD) 

If there are no impacts identified in the areas of (1) growth-inducing impacts, (2) irreversible 

environmental effects, or (3) significant and unavoidable environmental effects, this chapter will 

be eliminated and a brief discussion of these issues, consistent with CEQA requirements, will be 

provided in the impacts found not to be significant section of the EIR. Otherwise, this chapter will 

provide an appropriate discussion of these issues as outlined per CEQA requirements.   

Section 5.0 – Report Preparers and References (on Volume I CD) 

This section provides a list of persons responsible for EIR preparation and a list of materials used 

and persons contacted in the preparation of the document. 

Appendices (on Volume I CD) 

This section includes project plans, the Notice of Preparation and comment letters, and a 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.  

Technical Appendices (on Volume II CD) 

This section contains all technical studies and supporting reports prepared for the project and 

referenced in the EIR. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS 

The review and approval process for the EIR and the project involves the 

following procedural steps: 

Notice of Preparation  

The Notice of Preparation (NOP) for this EIR was completed and 

distributed to the State Clearinghouse in March 2010. The NOP public 

comment period was March 29, 2010, through April 27, 2010. The project 



1.0 INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

County of San Luis Obispo Bob Jones Pathway – San Luis Obispo to Ontario Road 

August 2013 Draft Environmental Impact Report 

1.0-5 

was assigned State Clearinghouse Number 2010031121. The NOP serves as the first invitation for 

comment on the EIR process and assists in directing the scope of the EIR based on input from 

interested respondents. The County conducted a public scoping meeting at the PG&E Center in 

the Avila Valley on April 5, 2010, for the purpose of soliciting public feedback. The County 

received letters in response to the NOP, and the comments have been addressed and 

considered in this EIR. The NOP and comments received in response to the NOP are included in 

the Documentation section of the EIR. A summary of the comment letters is included in Section 

S. 

Notice of Completion/Notice of Availability 

Upon completion of the Draft EIR, the County filed a Notice of Completion (NOC) with the State 

Office of Planning and Research and the County Clerk in order to begin the required public 

review period (per Public Resources Code Section 21161).  

Concurrent with the NOC, the County provided the Notice of Availability (NOA) of the EIR for 

public review and invited comment from the public, agencies, organizations, and other 

interested parties. The public review and comment period for an EIR should be no less than 45 

days and no more than 90 days. The review period in this case was set for 60 days. Public 

comment on the EIR will be accepted both in written form and orally at public hearings. The 

proposed project will go before the San Luis Obispo County Parks and Recreation Commission to 

obtain a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. Although no public hearings on the EIR 

are required by CEQA, the County Board of Supervisors is expected to hold a public hearing to 

consider approval of the project, certification of this Environmental Impact Report and adopt 

findings. Notice of the time and location of the hearing will be published prior to the hearing.  

Please submit all comments or questions regarding this EIR to: 

Ryan Hostetter, LEED AP 

San Luis Obispo County 

Department of Planning and Building 

976 Osos Street, Room 300 

San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 

(805) 788-2351 

rhostetter@co.slo.ca.us 

mailto:smcmasters@co.slo.ca.us
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Response to Comments/FEIR 

Following the public review period, a Final EIR (FEIR) will be prepared. The FEIR will respond to 

applicable comments received during the public review period and at the public hearing. The 

Draft EIR and the Final EIR together represent the complete EIR for the Bob Jones Pathway 

project. The FEIR will be available for public review prior to its consideration for specific approvals 

by the County Board of Supervisors. The County Board of Supervisors will review and consider the 

FEIR prior to its decision to approve, revise, or reject the proposed project. 

Certification of the EIR/Project Consideration 

If the County finds that the EIR is "adequate and complete," the County will certify the EIR. The 

rule of adequacy generally holds that the EIR can be certified if it: (1) shows a good faith effort 

at full disclosure of environmental information, and (2) provides sufficient analysis to allow 

decisions to be made regarding the project in contemplation of environmental considerations. 

Upon review and consideration of the EIR, the County may act upon the project. A decision to 

approve the project would be accompanied by written findings in accordance with CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15091 and, if applicable, Section 15093. The County would also adopt a 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for any measures that have been incorporated 

into or imposed on the project to reduce or avoid significant effects on the environment. 

1.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES  

SUMMARY 

The proposed Bob Jones Pathway – San Luis Obispo to Ontario Road (project) includes the 

following components:  

 Development of a 4.4-mile mostly Class I pedestrian/bike path route that would connect 

the existing bikeway along South Higuera Street from the Land Conservancy of San Luis 

Obispo County’s Octagon Barn south to the County’s Ontario Road Staging Area.   

 Construction of four bridges (three crossing San Luis Obispo Creek (SLO Creek) and one 

crossing Highway 101 along the trail route.   

 Construction of two at-grade crossings on South Higuera Street (one at the Octagon 

Barn parking lot staging area and one approximately 0.5 mile south of the Octagon 

Barn). 

 Improved and expanded parking, primarily located at the Octagon Barn and the 

Ontario Road Staging Area, with lesser (trailhead) parking located at specified locations 

along the route. 

The project will require the following: obtaining trail easements from willing sellers; financial 

assistance from federal and state grant funds; and completion of any necessary permit 

applications and requests for permit approvals from the US Army Corps of Engineers, California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife, Regional Water Quality Control Board, Caltrans, and other 

entities. Construction is anticipated occur in roughly three phases as funds become available, 

with completion anticipated within six years. 



Figure 1.0-1a
Source:  Bing Maps
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Figure 1.0-1b
Source:  ESRI Streetmap, 2013
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BACKGROUND 

As part of the project development phase, a team of stakeholders was assembled to provide 

input and guidence on the project alternatives. The team comprised representatives from the 

following:  

 County Parks  

 CalTrans 

 San Luis Obispo Council of Governments 

 Bicycle Advisory Committee, County Public Works 

 Agricultural Commissioners Office 

 Morro Group (SWCA) 

 City of San Luis Obispo 

 Questa Engineering 

 Land Conservancy 

 Avila Valley Advisory Council 

 

Several proposed project alternatives were examined for feasibility and to examine the project’s 

relative impacts to sensitive resources within environmental and design constraints documents 

prepared for the BJP (Questa Engineering Corporation and Morro Group/SWCA: Phase II 

Planning and Preliminary Engineering Study of Bob Jones Trail Routes prepared in 2002 and 

Preliminary Project Plans prepared in 2008). During the project development phase, it was 

proposed that the path would either be on the west side of SLO Creek, between Highway 101, 

existing streets, and the creek, or on the east side of SLO Creek within a 20-foot corridor at the 

top of bank (or beyond the riparian edge), or a combination of both. Consideration was given 

to the County policy of only developing the pathway if there are “willing sellers or cooperative 

landowners” as part of the development of the project. The final preferred alignment was 

selected based on an evaluation that determined the alignment had the least environmental 

and land use constraints and was the most cost effective, while still meeting the overall purpose 

of the project. 

VISION AND OBJECTIVES 

As identified by the applicant (San Luis Obispo County Parks), 

the project is expected to provide an alternative 

transportation corridor as well as an important recreation 

corridor for residents of and visitors to San Luis Obispo County. 

The project implements a number of goals and objectives that 

are identified in the County Parks and Recreation Element.  

The County Parks and Recreation Element identifies the 

following vision for the county: 

 A quality park, recreation, and natural area system.  

 An equitable distribution of parks and recreation lands 

and services.  

The stated purpose and need of the 
Bob Jones Pathway – San Luis 
Obispo to Ontario Road project is:  

…for the County of San Luis Obispo 
Parks to complete a primarily Class I 
(off-street) pedestrian/bike path for 
recreational and alternative 
transportation use that will connect 
the community of Avila Beach with the 
City of San Luis Obispo. 
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  

 Parks and recreation opportunities for all age groups and physical capabilities.  

 A system of parks, recreation, and natural areas consistent with the community’s existing 

and future needs.  

 Protection of sensitive natural and cultural resources within new and existing parks and 

natural areas.  

 A viable park, recreation, and natural area funding source which provides for 

community needs. 

In addition, the Parks and Recreation Element identifies that: 

 Parks and trails contribute to the overall high quality of life and make our communities 

more livable. 

 Parks and trails provide health benefits through active recreation opportunities that are 

essential for people of all ages to develop and maintain healthy and constructive 

lifestyles.  

 Our lives can be enriched by experiencing nature, recreating and exercising regularly, 

and having these experiences close to where we live. 

 Trails can provide economic benefits through tourism and recreation opportunities.  

 Trails provide opportunities for convenient access to natural settings, recreational and 

cultural opportunities, and open space where individuals and families can spend time 

together and share common values.  

 Trails provide options for alternative modes of transportation, thus reducing the costs 

associated with auto-dependent transportation. 

The applicant (San Luis Obispo County Parks) has identified the following project objectives: 

 Provide new and expanded recreation within the county consistent with the Parks and 

Recreation Element of the General Plan. (Goal 2, Objective B) 

 Provide a viable multi-use trail system consistent with the  Parks and Recreation Element 

of the General Plan (Goal 2, Objective C), which respects private property and uses and 

balances public resources, community concerns, and environmental protection. 

 Provide a primarily Class I bicycle/pedestrian corridor that does not require excessive 

long-term maintenance costs due to design, location, or use.  

 Provide an alternative transportation corridor connecting the City of San Luis Obispo, 

from the Octagon Barn, with the community of Avila Beach. 

 Provide a safe and scenic bicycle/pedestrian route for a broad range of users (e.g., 

families, walkers, joggers, young cyclists, cycling enthusiasts, skaters, and the disabled). 
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 Maximize users’ contact with the natural environment while avoiding environmental 

impacts. 

PROJECT LOCATION AND LAND USE SETTING 

The proposed project is located in San Luis Obispo County, south of the City of San Luis Obispo 

and north of Pismo Beach, along Highway 101 (US 101). The proposed BJP extension would begin 

just south of the City of San Luis Obispo adjacent to the Land Conservancy Octagon Barn 

(located on South Higuera Street) and continue south approximately 4.5 miles to the Ontario 

Road Staging Area (located near Highway 101 between Avila Beach Drive and San Luis Bay 

Drive on Ontario Road), as shown in Figure 1.0-1a and 1.0-1b. The BJP includes a bike/pedestrian 

bridge over Highway 101 near the Ontario Road Staging Area.  

The project is located within the Pismo Beach US Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle Map, 

primarily within the San Miguelito or the Laguna Land Grant. A northern portion of the project 

falls within Township 31 South and Range 12 East Section 16. The project alignment includes 

portions of the parcels identified in Table 1.0-1. 

TABLE 1.0-1 

PROJECT PARCELS  

Property Owner(s) Assessor’s Parcel Number(s) 

Howard Hayashi 076-081-026 

076-081-025  

Angelo Morabito 076-081-024 

City of SLO/Filipponi Ecological Reserve 
076-061-075 

076-121-018 

James Maino 
076-121-027 

076-121-028 

Ray Bunnell 076-121-030 

Baron Canyon Open Space 076-243-024 

Robyn Gable 076-251-046 

Land Conservancy of SLO County  076-241-028, 076-251-053 

Whitaker 076-251-051 

Kirt Collins 076-251-054 

Jekel Villa Ridge 076-251-027 

Jim Warren 076-251-021 

Robert Kruse 076-251-017 

 

Bicyclists currently ride between the City of San Luis Obispo and the Ontario Road staging area 

via a Class II (on-street) bike path located on South Higuera Street and Ontario Road. The 

existing Class II corridor is used by bike commuters as well as by recreational cyclists traveling to 

Avila Beach and as part of a longer-distance ride to the City of Pismo Beach or Five Cities area. 

The existing Class II corridor places bicyclists immediately adjacent to motorists and includes an 

at-grade crossing at the Ontario Road/San Luis Bay Drive intersection. This intersection presents 

existing safety concerns and is less than optimal for bicycle and pedestrian traffic. Concerns at 
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The three classes of bike 
paths are defined as: 
 Class I Bikeway (Bike Path).  

Provides a completely 
separated right-of-way 
(ROW) for the exclusive use 
of bicycles and pedestrians, 
with cross-flow by motorists 
minimized. 

 Class II Bikeway (Bike Lane).  
Provides a striped lane for 
one-way bike travel on a 
street or highway. 

 Class III Bikeway (Bike 
Route).  Provides for shared 
use with pedestrian or motor 
vehicle traffic. 

(consistent with Streets and 
Highway Code Section 890.4) 

this intersection include the speed of traffic on San Luis Bay Drive; the number of queued motor 

vehicles on Ontario Road and the Highway 101 off-ramp; and the number of vehicles turning 

onto Ontario Road or onto the Highway 101 on-ramp. All these factors impact bicycle safety 

and the overall ease of bicyclists getting to the Ontario Road Staging Area and/or to the City of 

Pismo Beach.    

The general character of the project area is agricultural with scattered residences. The adjacent 

hills, known as the Irish Hills, are a significant natural feature of this area. The majority of the 

proposed path would be separated from existing streets and parallel Highway 101 and the SLO 

Creek corridor. The pathway will be in a natural setting, with 50 percent of the route adjacent to 

orchards and fields. The existing project setting is summarized in Table 1.0-2. 

TABLE 1.0-2 

EXISTING LAND USE CHARACTERISTICS 

Setting Category Land Use Characteristics 

General Plan Planning Area San Luis Obispo and San Luis Bay – Inland 

General Plan Land Use Category Agriculture and Rural Lands 

Existing Uses Primarily agricultural uses; Caltrans right-of-way (ROW); scattered residential 

Topography Nearly level to gently sloping 

Vegetation Agricultural land, ruderal (disturbed), landscaping/ornamental vegetation 

(including groundcover and planted trees), non-native annual grassland, 

serpentine bunchgrass, coastal scrub, coast live oak woodland, riparian 

(including riparian forest/scrub, freshwater marsh, and riverine habitats), and 

seasonal wetlands 

Project Size Portions of several parcels comprise the project area. The size of the project’s 

maximum footprint is approximately 6,480,807 square feet (approximately 0.23 

square miles; 148.78 acres) and encompasses an area larger than the area likely 

to be impacted by project-related activities and physical construction. 

Surrounding Land Use  Agriculture; rural lands 

PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS 

The proposed project would consist of Class I and Class III 

pathway segments. Path widths are generally as follows: 

1) Class I: separated 8-foot trail including 2-foot shoulders on 

either side; the 8-foot section would likely be paved with 

asphalt and the shoulders would be base material. 

2) Class III: varying in width from 5.0 to 7.5 feet of shared use 

along existing road surface. 

Class I segments would be constructed within 20-foot trail rights-of-

way. Construction of the pathway would primarily occur within a 

typically narrow 30- to 60-foot wide construction disturbance zone 

on nearly level terrain. In some areas the construction disturbance 

zone would be wider, up to 140 feet wide, to include adjacent 
staging areas, such as required for assembly and installation of the 
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pedestrian bridges. In several areas, the pathway would run parallel to and within 30 feet of the 

bank of SLO Creek and its riparian corridor. Some tree trimming at the riparian canopy edge 

would be required for construction access and to ensure adequate overhead clearance for 

bicyclists, where the trail parallels the creek corridor. Trimming and possible removal of some 

trees may be necessary for placement of bridge decks at the creek crossings. Details of the 

proposed pathway are provided in Appendix A. Each of the five design segments is described in 

detail below.  

Segment 1: Octagon Barn to South Higuera Street Crossing 

Segment 1 of the new trail would begin at the Octagon Barn on South Higuera Street where a 

10,000-square-foot trailhead with parking and other facilities would be constructed (refer to 

Sheet 2 of Appendix A.2). The Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County is independently 

managing the development of the Octagon Barn Center. The County and the Land 

Conservancy intend to work together for the development and maintenance of facilities 

located along the Bob Jones Pathway, on the Octagon Barn Center site. Site grading, 

development of approximately 65 parking spaces, construction of restrooms, and development 

of bicycle parking adjacent to the restrooms would occur as part of the Bob Jones Pathway 

project. The surface of the parking lot would likely be covered with a permeable surface (e.g., 

decomposed granite). The parking spaces and restrooms would occupy an approximately 1.52-

acre footprint. The County would also construct access to the parking spaces, an emergency 

exit (which the bike path is located within), and the portion of the BJP that occurs on the 

Octagon Barn site. Both the Octagon Barn Center project and the Bob Jones Pathway project 

are required to widen South Higuera Street and provide a left turn lane into the Octagon Barn 

Center site. The County and the Land Conservancy intend to work together for these street 

improvements. A Class I path would proceed southwest for approximately 300 feet with a 180-

foot-long, 4-foot- to 6-foot-high retaining wall along the east side of South Higuera Street, where 

a new crosswalk and traffic signal would be implemented to route the Class I pathway to the 

west side of South Higuera Street. (The traffic signal would be part of the future Buckley Road 

extension project and is not part of the project. The timing of the future Buckley Road extension 

is unknown as of the writing of this document.)  

After crossing to the west side of South Higuera Street, the Class I pathway would extend 

approximately 3,500 feet along the west side of South Higuera Street between the road and SLO 

Creek. The installation of six culverts under the pathway would allow for stormwater drainage 

(conceptual details for general culvert crossings are included on Sheet 1 of Appendix A.6). The 

pathway would travel across to the east side of South Higuera Street via a new at-grade 

crosswalk with traffic warning device, over another new culvert, and continue southwest parallel 

to South Higuera Street for approximately 400 feet before reaching the proposed South Higuera 

Bridge. The proposed South Higuera Bridge would allow the pathway to cross SLO Creek near 

the Filipponi Ecological Reserve (refer to Sheet 3 of Appendix A.2). Proposed construction of the 

South Higuera Bridge (BR-A) (refer to Sheet 1 of Appendix A.2) would include:  

1) One 10-foot-wide by 50-foot-long earthfill approach ramp at 5 percent grade on either 

side of the SLO Creek crossing.  

2) Two 10-foot-wide by 50-foot-long prefabricated steel truss approach ramps at 5 percent 

grade on either side of the SLO Creek crossing, with proposed 5-foot landings every 50 

feet on 3-foot diameter piers.  

3) One 15-foot-wide concrete abutment/landing on a 3-foot-diameter pier placed on 

either side of the SLO Creek crossing. 
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4) One 10-foot-wide by 120-foot-long prefabricated steel truss bridge and one 10-foot-wide 

by 60-foot-long prefabricated steel truss bridge, both with deck elevations at 90 feet 

spanning SLO Creek. 

The largest of the culverts would be a new 20-foot-long, 72-inch concrete box culvert crossing at 

an unnamed small farm drainage ditch that is a tributary to SLO Creek. The proposed box 

culvert is an extension of the existing box culvert under South Higuera Street, located 

approximately 600 feet south of the Octagon Barn. 

Segment 2: South Higuera Street Crossing to Bunnell Crossing 

After crossing SLO Creek at the proposed South Higuera Bridge, the BJP would proceed an 

additional 2,500 feet, between the east edge of South Higuera Street and the SLO Creek 

corridor at or near the top of bank, where it would reach the Maino property near the Highway 

101 northbound off-ramp (refer to Sheets 4 and 5 of Appendix A.2). Along this section, just north 

of Clover Ridge Lane, a 200-linear-foot by 3-foot-high retaining wall and curb would be added, 

as needed, where the west bank of SLO Creek slopes steeply toward the thalweg (low point of 

the channel). 

Four existing 30-inch to 36-inch corrugated metal pipe (CMP) culverts conveying road drainage 

and runoff from South Higuera Street and Highway 101 to SLO Creek have deteriorated. These 

existing culverts would need to be repaired and replaced in the near future. An exposed and 

eroded section of an existing 36-inch concrete culvert, located approximately 1,500 feet south 

of the proposed South Higuera Bridge, would be restored with replacement piping, earthfill 

materials, and biotechnical slope protection. Discussion of existing culvert repairs has been 

provided for informational purposes based on current conditions. These culvert repairs are not 

considered part of the project description for environmental review purposes. 

At the southern end of this segment, the BJP would be located within the Clover Ridge Lane 

right-of-way and would become a Class III pathway for approximately 1,300 feet with a split rail 

fence. Trailhead parallel parking is proposed along the west side of Clover Ridge Lane. The 

proposed parking spaces would be covered with a permeable surface (e.g., decomposed 

granite). The trail from the south end of Clover Ridge Lane to the proposed Bunnell Bridge would 

be a Class I path, for approximately 1,500 feet replacing a portion of an existing agricultural 

road with the installation of two new culverts and repair of one existing culvert as needed (refer 

to Sheet 5 of Appendix A.2). Proposed construction of the Bunnell Bridge (BR-B) (refer to Sheet 3 

of Appendix A.5) would be similar to that of the South Higuera Bridge, including:  

1) One 10-foot-wide by 50-foot-long earthfill approach ramp at 5 percent grade on either 

side of the SLO Creek crossing.  

2) Three 10-foot-wide by 50-foot-long prefabricated steel truss approach ramps at 5 

percent grade on the northeast side relative to SLO Creek and four approach ramps of 

similar dimension on the southwest side relative to SLO Creek, with proposed 5-foot 

landings every 50 feet on 3-foot-diameter piers.  

3) One 15-foot-wide concrete abutment/landing on a 3-foot-diameter pier placed on 

either side of the SLO Creek crossing. 

4) One 10-foot-wide by 120-foot-long prefabricated steel truss bridge with deck elevation 

at 74.5 feet spanning SLO Creek. 
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Segment 3: Bunnell Crossing to San Luis Bay Drive 

After crossing SLO Creek at the Bunnell Bridge, Segment 3 of the Class I pathway would proceed 

for approximately 3,000 feet adjacent to Baron Canyon open space lands east of the SLO Creek 

corridor, with 1,000 feet of unfenced area and 2,000 feet of t-post fencing (refer to sheets 5 

through 8 of Appendix A.2). Four new culverts are proposed under this segment, which are 

primarily extensions of the existing culverts that drain Monte Road, along with the improvement 

of two existing culverts near where the pathway would join Monte Road, as needed. 

Once the BJP reaches Monte Road, it proceeds along Monte Road as a Class III pathway for 

approximately 1,000 feet with a split rail fence, and one existing culvert would be improved as 

needed (refer to Sheet 7 of Appendix A.2). The BJP would convert to a Class I path along the 

edge of agricultural land just west of Monte Road for approximately 4,000 feet with the 

extension of three existing culverts, as needed, and the installation of two new culverts, along 

with t-post fencing, before reaching San Luis Bay Drive. 

Segment 4: San Luis Bay Drive Crossing 

At the intersection of Monte Road and San Luis Bay Drive, a new crosswalk with three-way stop 

control would be installed. From the Monte Road/San Luis Bay Drive intersection, the BJP would 

run south of and parallel to San Luis Bay Drive (refer to Sheet 8 of Appendix A.2). This segment 

would be a Class I pathway that would continue for approximately 400 feet, with the extension 

of two existing culverts. The pathway would be separated from traffic along San Luis Bay Drive 

with either a metal guardrail or a concrete barrier prior to reaching the proposed San Luis Bay 

Bridge. Proposed construction of the new San Luis Bay Bridge (BR-C) (refer to Sheet 4 of 

Appendix A.5) would include:  

1) One 10-foot-wide by 30-foot-long earthfill approach ramp at 5 percent grade east of 

SLO Creek. 

2) Two 10-foot-wide by 50-foot-long prefabricated steel truss approach ramps at 5 percent 

grade east of SLO Creek with proposed 5-foot landings every 50 feet on 3-foot-diameter 

piers. 

3) One 15-foot-wide concrete abutment/landing on a 3-foot-diameter pier placed on 

either side of the SLO Creek crossing. 

4) One 10-foot-wide by 120-foot-long prefabricated steel truss bridge with deck elevation 

at 45.5 feet spanning SLO Creek.  

5) One 10-foot-wide by 50-foot-long prefabricated steel truss approach ramp at 5 percent 

grade west of SLO Creek. 

6) One 10-foot-wide by 20-foot-long earthfill approach ramp at 5 percent grade west of 

SLO Creek. 

At the west end of the San Luis Bay Bridge, a 10,000-square-foot temporary staging area is 

proposed. A Class I path with a split rail fence would extend approximately 300 feet with the 

installation of one new 24-inch culvert toward the end of Segment 4. The pathway would be 

separated from traffic along San Luis Bay Drive by either guardrails or metal bollards. 
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Segment 5: San Luis Bay Drive to Ontario Road Staging Area 

The final segment of the pathway, Segment 5, extends from roughly San Luis Bay Drive to the 

Ontario Road Staging Area (refer to Sheets 8 and 9 of Appendix A.2). A Class I pathway would 

extent approximately 2,500 feet from the junction of Segment 4 and Segment 5, eventually 

traveling within or slightly west of an existing farm access road easement. This segment of the 

Class I pathway would be located to coincide with the farm road, thereby providing farm 

access on the east side of the road and bicycle/pedestrian access on the west side. Within this 

segment, four small 12-inch culverts would be installed along the pathway to allow sheet flow 

and drainage from Highway 101. The Class I pathway would then reach an elevated approach 

ramp for the new Highway 101 bike/pedestrian overcrossing. Construction of the Highway 101 

overcrossing (BR-D) (refer to Sheet 5 of Appendix A.5), proceeding north to south, would include:  

1) One 10-foot-wide by 50-foot-long earthfill approach ramp at 5 percent grade. 

2) Four 10-foot-wide by 50-foot-long prefabricated steel truss segments at 5 percent grade, 

with proposed 5-foot landings every 50 feet on 3-foot-diameter piers and with landscape 

buffer planting along the west side of the ramp. 

3) One 15-foot-wide concrete landing/refuge on two 3-foot-diameter piers. 

4) Five 10-foot-wide by 50-foot-long prefabricated steel truss segments at 5 percent grade, 

with proposed 5-foot landings every 50 feet on 3-foot-diameter piers. 

5) One 15-foot-wide concrete abutment/view deck structure on two 3-foot-diameter piers. 

6) Three 10-foot-wide by 80-foot-long prefabricated steel truss overcrossing segments with 

elevation from 55 to 60 feet (spanning Highway 101) on two 3-foot-diameter piers.  

7) One 65-foot-long earthfill approach ramp at 5 percent grade (with a 100-foot-long 

retaining wall). 

From the south end of the overcrossing, the Class I pathway would proceed approximately 400 

feet south with a 210-foot-long by 8-foot-high retaining wall parallel to Highway 101 through the 

Ontario Road Staging Area before connecting with the existing Bob Jones Trail to the south (refer 

to Sheet 9 of Appendix A.2). 

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

Construction activities involve the use and staging of various equipment, construction 

equipment/vehicle circulation and access, construction techniques, and schedule. The 

proposed project’s general area of potential effect (APE) is illustrated in Figure 1.0-3 (refer to 

Appendix A.1 for more detail). 

Staging Areas and Construction Access 

The proposed project includes several construction staging areas. Access to the project site 

would be provided along public and private roads and along California Department of 

Transportation’s (Caltrans) right-of-way (refer to Appendix A.3). All construction staging areas will 

result in temporary impacts unless otherwise described. Construction staging areas include:  
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1) One 12,000 square foot construction staging area located a few hundred feet southwest 

of the Octagon Barn on the west side of South Higuera Street (refer to Path Right-of-Way 

Sheet 2 of Appendix A.3); one 6,000 square foot construction staging area near the 

crosswalk from the west side to the east side of South Higuera Street; and one 12,000 

square foot staging area along the access roadway on the Filipponi Ecological Preserve 

(refer Sheet 3 of Appendix A.3). 

2) One  5,850 square foot staging area located on the west side of the Cloveridge Lane 

right-of-way at Venado Lane that would become future permanent trailhead parallel 

parking (10-12 spaces); one 6,350 square foot staging area located on the east side of 

Cloverigde Lane right-of-way, south of Venado Lane; one 7,500 square foot staging area 

located northwest of the Bunnell Bridge; and one 5,000 square foot staging areas 

southeast of Bunnell Bridge (BR-B); and one temporary construction easement over 

Venado Lane approximately 2,050 feet long with an overland extension of 

approximately 670 feet to the east side of SLO Creek (refer to Sheet 5 of Appendix A.3). 

3) One 5,000 square foot staging area west of Monte Road near Byron Canyon Ranch 

Road (refer to Sheet 6 of Appendix A.3) 

4) One 6,000 square foot staging area southwest of the proposed San Luis Bay Bridge (BR-C) 

(refer to Sheet 8 of Appendix A.3). 

5) One 19,000 square foot staging area along the northeast approach ramp to the 

Highway 101 overcrossing; approximately 13,800 square foot access area west of the 

Highway 101 overcrossing; and one 5,000 square foot staging area within County road 

right-of-way near the Ontario Road Staging Area (refer to Sheet 9 of Appendix A.3). 

Construction Techniques 

Construction of the approximately 4.4-mile bike path will be similar to the construction of a 

narrow country road. In areas adjacent to sensitive species, sensitive habitat, or active farmland, 

temporary fencing and similar materials (such as wattles, silt fencing, etc.) would be installed 

prior to construction. The intent of the fencing and similar materials is to provide a barrier 

between construction equipment and sensitive areas. As proposed, path construction would 

occur within a varying 20- to 140-foot-wide construction zone, primarily on nearly level terrain, 

which in many places runs parallel to and within 30 feet of the bank of SLO Creek and directly 

alongside well-traveled county roads. A detailed project erosion control and revegetation plan, 

along with a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP), will therefore be a necessary and 

important part of the final project design. 

The project contractor may utilize heavy equipment such as scrapers, dozers, graders, or 

excavators for constructing the bike path. In addition, heavy equipment, such as track 

excavators, drill rigs, and concrete trucks and pumps, would be used for specialized and 

localized aspects of the project. Examples would be retaining wall construction near the 

Octagon Barn, installation of culverts to provide drainage, and construction of the pedestrian 

and highway overcrossing bridge piers and abutments. Finally, large construction cranes will be 

required to lift the 40-, 80-, and 120-foot-long pre-engineered steel bridges and approach ramp 

sections into place on the piers and abutments.  

Grading for path construction will involve cuts and fills of less than 2 feet within the 12- to 30-foot-

wide path section, with average cuts to level higher-lying areas and fills of low-lying areas of less 

than 1 foot. A front-end loader or skip loader and a backhoe with a front bucket would likely be 
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utilized for most of the earthwork, including initial clearing and grubbing of the path alignment, 

minor cuts and fills to create a level course for the subgrade, and placement and compaction 

of the Class 2 aggregate base (AB) course that would underlie the 8-foot-wide asphalt concrete 

(AC) surface. 

Clearing and grubbing of the path alignment will involve the removal and off-haul of 2 to 3 

inches of root-contaminated surface soils and associated vegetation within the 12- to 30-foot-

wide path cross section. The path alignment avoids larger trees with the exception of trees that 

need to be removed for bridge construction. All stockpiling would be confined to the proposed 

30- to 140-foot-wide construction zone (designated on the plans). 

Following the clearing and grubbing and subgrade preparation to create the level, firm path 

subsurface, approximately 4 to 6 inches (final thickness) of Class 2 AB will be imported and 

placed across the width of the 12-foot path cross section. The Class 2 AB material would be 

imported in dump trucks and placed in temporary approved stockpile areas. The Class 2 AB will 

be placed in an 8- to 10-inch-thick lift by a front-end loader or skip loader, moisture conditioned 

by a water truck, and compacted to achieve the 4- to 6-inch minimum AB thickness. Final AC 

path surfacing would be accomplished using a paver and vibratory roller. Four (4) to 5-inches of 

loose AC material would be placed over the prepared Class 2 AB surface and rolled to obtain a 

final compacted minimum 2-inch-thick surface. Following any sealing, pavement stenciling and 

a center stripe dividing north and southbound lanes may be applied using pickup-mounted 

striping equipment. 

The project also includes the installation of fencing, signage, benches, and other fixtures. 

Installation of these structures will require the drilling of shallow 24- to 36-inch-deep by 12-inch-

diameter postholes (for fencing and signage), installation of the posts, and backfilling with 

concrete. Equipment such as a backhoe or skid-steer equipped with a small auger would be 

used for the installation of these items. 

Construction Schedule 

The County has indicated that construction of the new pathway would be in roughly three 

sections/phases as funding becomes available. Construction of the entire pathway would occur 

within six years of the start of Phase 1. However, the project timeline depends a great deal on 

funding and permitting. As such, the proposed time frame may be later, depending on funding.  

Nevertheless, construction of the bridge crossings and pathway segments located immediately 

adjacent to and through the riparian corridor of SLO Creek would occur within the typical 

agency-allowed window from June 1 to October 31 of any given year. Construction of the 

remainder of the pathway outside of the riparian corridor would occur year-round, weather 

permitting, provided that all erosion control and stormwater management measures are in 

place and properly functioning. 

VOLUNTARY MITIGATION MEASURES INCORPORATED INTO THE PROJECT  

The project applicant, San Luis Obispo County Parks Department, has proposed a series of 

voluntary measures and design features consistent with Appendix F of the Parks and Recreation 

Element of the General Plan adopted December 2006. Applicable site design, construction and 

operational considerations that serve to reduce or avoid impacts related to Aesthetics, 

Agricultural Resources, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology/Hydrology, 

Noise, and Traffic are described below. These considerations are either part of the project 

design, will be achieved through implementation of project specific mitigation measures, or 
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incorporated into the project design and construction documents through implementation of 

voluntary mitigation measure VMM 1.1. 

Aesthetics  

a) Development, including access roads, shall minimize visibility as viewed from any 

designated scenic road or highway to the greatest extent practical. Alternative locations 

or standards may be approved where visual effects are reduced to an insignificant level 

or where visibility is desired.  

b) When screening is necessary to protect a sensitive visual resource, the site design shall 

use existing topographic features to the extent feasible. Where use of topography is not 

feasible, existing vegetation, new landscaping plants, berms and fencing may be used. 

Where feasible, the use of natural vegetation and/or landscaping shall take precedence 

over berms or fences. In cases where vegetation is used, the design shall provide that at 

least 80 percent of the structure(s), as viewed from public rights-of-way, shall be 

screened by plants at maturity. New landscaping should use native species to the extent 

feasible.  

c) New structures shall be located so that they are not silhouetted against the sky as viewed 

from public roads or the ocean.  

d) Grading and placement of structures shall occur at least 150 feet from bedrock 

outcroppings visible from public right of way.  

e) No grading or structures shall occur on slopes greater than 20 percent (except in the 

case of trails) unless the County finds that there is no feasible alternative or that by 

allowing such grading or structures, the overall impacts would be better minimized. 

Grading shall be designed so that landform alterations are minimized to the extent 

feasible and blend with the natural topography by following existing contours where 

feasible.  

f) Building Height and Mass of new buildings as viewed from public rights-of-way shall be 

minimized to the extent feasible by using low-profile design and other methods. Colors 

shall not markedly contrast with the surrounding environment but should complement 

and be similar to colors of surroundings.  

g) Facilities shall be designed to minimize new light, except for the minimum required for 

safety. In general, lighting fixtures shall be downcast and hooded. Night lighting for 

active sports fields shall limit spillover visible at sensitive uses such as residences to the 

maximum extent practical. Use of glare-producing materials shall be minimized.  

Agriculture Resources  

a) Trails should be sited so as not to be adjacent to agricultural operations. Where 

necessary to prevent trespass, fences should be employed.  

Air Quality  

a) Maintain equipment and vehicle engines in good condition and in proper tune per 

manufacturers’ specifications and APCD.  
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b) Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel- or gasoline-powered 

generators.  

c) Use methanol- or natural gas-powered mobile equipment and pile drivers instead of 

diesel if available.  

d) Use propane- or butane-powered on-site mobile equipment if available.  

e) Store volatile liquids in closed containers.  

f) No open burning of debris, lumber or other scrap permitted.  

g) Evaluate, prior to final construction approval, a particular project’s risk of releasing 

significant quantities of diesel particulate emissions, using APCD Guidelines. Projects 

which may exceed acceptable thresholds may be required to install one or more pieces 

of filtering equipment and/or use emulsified fuels.  

h) Watered areas with vehicle traffic; minimum of twice daily  

i) Streets adjacent to the project site shall be swept as needed.  

j) Exposed areas, new driveways and sidewalks shall be seeded, treated with soil binders, 

or paved as soon as possible.  

k) Cover stockpiles of soil, sand and other loose materials.  

l) Cover trucks hauling soil, debris, sand or other loose materials.  

m) Sweep project area streets daily.  

n) Appoint dust control monitor to oversee/implement dust control.  

o) Contractor shall maintain continuous control of dust from construction.  

p) When wind creates dust, to generate nuisance complaints, Contractor shall suspend 

grading operations, and/or water.  

q) During construction, minimized amount of disturbed area.  

r) Onsite vehicle speeds should be reduced to 15 mph or less.  

Biology Resources  

a) Avoid known individuals of or habitat for sensitive plant and animal species. Do not install 

impediments (fences, structures, lighting) to wildlife corridors.  

b) Along trails and throughout parks and recreational areas include signage displaying 

interpretive information and use regulations, including identification of sensitive habitat.  

c) Limit access to sensitive areas; do not extend trail networks or provide single trails in 

sensitive areas.  
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d) Individual facilities may have any number of temporary impacts to biological resources. If 

the biological assessment identifies sensitive species, habitat, or potential for either, 

limitations may be placed on construction activity. Limitations shall avoid or minimize 

impacts to sensitive resources. Particular limits, in addition to those provided by any 

permits, if necessary, may include, but are not limited to:  

• Fencing of exclusion areas (riparian/wetland areas, sensitive plant populations) with 

highly visible temporary fencing prior to initiation of construction activity  

• Timing of construction to avoid high water periods, nesting seasons, etc.  

• Limitations on the duration/extent of grading to the extent feasible  

e) In addition to any approvals required by other agencies (DFW, FWS), the ultimate 

construction activity program shall be subject to approval by the County Environmental 

Coordinator or her designee.  

f) Where sensitive species or habitat are identified, the County shall include a mitigation 

program for long term measures intended to protect such resources, including, but not 

limited to:  

• Guidelines for maintenance activities such as brush removal, removal of non-natives, 

and application of herbicides and pesticides which avoid or minimize such activities in 

areas of sensitive resources.  

• Maintenance of trail facilities, including closing emerging informal paths and 

installation of boundaries, if necessary, where users are straying from the formal trails  

Cultural Resources  

a) If the archaeological survey finds significant sites on the property (including areas used 

for burial) Native Americans from a tribe indigenous to the area shall be required to 

monitor any work located within those archaeological sites.  

b) If archaeological resources are unearthed during grading or construction, earth-

disturbing work shall be suspended until an appropriate mitigation plan is established, 

subject to the review and approval of the Director of Planning and Building.  

Geology/Hydrology  

a) Facilities, particularly components such as parking lots, trails, and the like, shall be sited 

and designed to minimize the potential for long-term erosion. Considerations shall 

include proximity to waterways, minimization of direct impacts to waterways, reducing 

the length of vertical runs (in the case of trails), surfacing options and limiting or directing 

pedestrian and bicycle access.  

b) Facility construction shall be programmed so as to reduce the potential for erosion. 

Considerations shall include timing to avoid the wet season (generally October 1 through 

April 15), and limiting the extent of exposed area either through staggering project 

phases or through a rapid revegetation program. Any construction activity which will 

involve disturbance of one acre or more will require permitting through the RWQCB 

NPDES program. All necessary permits will be obtained prior to construction.  
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c) Facilities shall be maintained so as to minimize the potential for long-term erosion and to 

ensure rapid response to emerging erosion problems. Trails, and unsurfaced parking or 

staging areas, among other facilities, shall be inspected on an ongoing basis, at least 

prior to and after the rainy season, to ensure emerging erosion problems are addressed. 

Ongoing problems may require surfacing, facility closure, redesign, or revegetation.  

d) Facilities shall be designed to as to minimize the amount and rate of off-site runoff. No 

matter the technology used, the facility shall provide sufficient stormwater infrastructure 

to minimize off-site increases in runoff volume or rate. Facilities shall incorporate, where 

necessary, appropriate and feasible, measures such as:  

• Permeable paving or surfacing materials.  

• Bioswales or linear depressions in lieu of hard pipe/single outfall options.  

• Natural topographic features to direct/disperse flow.  

• Conjunctive use of recreational facilities to direct and disperse flow.  

• Vegetated buffers.  

• Retention basins (dispersed, small/shallow basins are preferred to single, deep and 

large basins).  

• Other energy-dissipating structures.  

e) The construction program shall minimize temporary impacts to stormwater flow and 

drainage by incorporating best management practices. Available BMPs are numerous, 

and include, but are not limited to, staging area control measures such as proper 

stockpile maintenance, perimeter control measures such as straw wattle and 

sandbagging, and internal control measures such as temporary sediment basins. 

Activities subject to the NPDES permitting program will include these measures in their 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  

f) Facilities shall be operated in a manner which minimizes ongoing impacts to drainage 

patterns and water quality. The County shall ensure that all installed measures and 

technologies are maintained in proper function. Stormwater infrastructure shall be 

inspected at least prior to and after the rainy season to include functionality; any 

needed repairs or alternative measures shall be pursued as soon as possible following 

discovery.  

g) The presence or absence of a flood zone will affect decisions regarding the type of 

facility to be proposed for a particular site. Certain facilities, such as trails, natural areas, 

and sports fields, may be desirable uses for areas subject to flood hazard. At a minimum, 

the facility will address flood control for the individual facility, through landscaping, 

swales, and other measures as discussed elsewhere.  

Noise  

a) Where construction activities will take place near sensitive receptors, the County Noise 

Ordinance for construction activities, which limits hours of operation, shall apply.  
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Traffic  

a) Facilities shall provide adequate parking such that surrounding area streets are not 

adversely impacted.  

b) Construction activities shall deploy signage, cones, and public notice, among other 

measures subject to the approval of the County Public Works Department, to minimize 

potential hazards. 

PROJECT APPROVAL AND ACTIONS 

The following is a summary of project approvals and actions necessary to implement and 

complete the proposed project. 

Environmental Review 

Prior to taking action on the project, the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors must certify 

the following: that the environmental impact report (EIR) was completed in compliance with 

CEQA; that the Board reviewed and considered the information in the EIR; and that the EIR 

reflects the County’s independent judgment and analysis. Since a portion of the project’s grant 

funds is using federal dollars, the project also is subject to environmental review under the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The NEPA environmental review documents are 

available at http://www.slocountyparks.com/information/parkprojects.htm#bobjonespathway. 

It is anticipated that Caltrans, as the implementing agency, will issue a categorical exclusion for 

the proposed project.  

Permitting and Compliance with County Code 

San Luis Obispo County General Services Agency - Parks projects, such as the proposed project, 

are not subject to land use permit requirements under the County’s Land Use Ordinance (Title 

22); however, General Plan policies and adopted ordinances remain applicable. Any necessary 

permit applications and requests for permit approvals from the US Army Corps of Engineers, 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Regional Water Quality 

Control Board, Caltrans, and/or other entities must be completed. Although the proposed 

project would not be subject to standard conditions of approval, the project may have specific 

mitigation measures or project revisions applied that recommend compliance with the County 

Code or other regulations.  In addition, the project would be subject to review by the San Luis 

Obispo County Parks and Recreation Commission and the Board of Supervisors. 

Easement Acquisition 

The easement acquisitions process would be completed by the County through negotiations 

with Caltrans and other property owners.  

1.3  RELATIONSHIP TO OCTAGON BARN PROJECT 

It is important to note that this project bears a relationship to the previously approved 

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the Octagon Barn Center project, which underwent a separate 

project-level environmental review process. The Octagon Barn Center is located at the 

proposed BJP trailhead located just south of the City of San Luis Obispo. Although the proposed 

project will share parking facilities at the Octagon Barn Center, the proposed project and 

previously approved project are independent of one another and may occur without the other. 
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The proposed BJP project includes 65 parking spaces and restroom facilities at the Octagon 

Barn Center.  The physical effects associated with the Octagon Barn Center project are 

included within the proposed project’s cumulative analysis and vice versa. San Luis Obispo 

County prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Octagon Barn Center CUP project. 

The environmental review document for the Octagon Barn Center is available at the County of 

San Luis Obispo, Department of Planning and Building, County Government Center, San Luis 

Obispo, California, 93408; telephone (805) 781-5600. 
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1.4  ABBREVIATIONS 

AADT annual average daily trips 

AB aggregate base 

AC Asphalt concrete 

APCD Air Pollution Control District 

APE Area of Potential Effect 

APN assessor parcel number 

BJP Bob Jones Pathway 

BMP best management practices 

BR-A South Higuera bridge 

BR-B Bunnell bridge 

BR-C San Luis Bay bridge 

BSA biological survey area 

Cal Fire State of California Department of Forestry 

Caltrans Sate of California Department of Transportation  

CARB State of California Air Resources Board 

CDC State of California Department of Conservation 

CDFW (CDFG) State of California Department of Fish and Wildlife (formerly Department of Fish 

and Game) 

CEQA State of California Environmental Quality Act 

CESA California Endangered Species Act 

CMP corrugated metal pipe 

CNDDB California natural diversity database 

CNPS California Native Plant Society 

CO2 Carbon dioxide 

COSE County of San Luis Obispo General Plan - Conservation and Open Space 

Element 

County County of San Luis Obispo 

CRHR California Register of Historic Resources 

CRLF California red-legged frog 

CUP Conditional Use Permit 

CWA Clean Water Act 

dB decibel 

dB Leq average noise decibel level  

DEIR Draft Environmental Impact Report 

EIR Environmental Impact Report 

ESA environmentally sensitive area 

ESA Federal Endangered Species Act 

ESU Evolutionarily significant unit 

FEIR Final Environmental Impact Report 

HAZMAT Hazardous Materials  
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HCP habitat conservation plan 

HMMP habitat management and monitoring plan 

HPSR historic property survey report 

IHRMP Integrated Hardwood Range Management Program 

KVA key view areas 

LCC Land Capability Classification 

LUCE County of San Luis Obispo General Plan - Land Use and Circulation Element 

MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

MLD most likely descendant 

MM Mitigation Measure 

MTCO2e metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalents 

MUTCD Manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

NAHC Native American Heritage Commission 

NAVD88 North American vertical datum 88 

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 

NES natural environment study 

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Services 

NOA Notice of Availability 

NOC Notice of Completion 

NOP Notice of Preparation 

NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service 

NRHP National Register of Historic Places 

O3 ozone 

OHWM ordinary high water mark 

PM10 respirable particulate matter 

PRE County of San Luis Obispo General Plan - Parks and Recreation Element 

RTP-PSCS 2010 Regional Transportation Plan – Preliminary Sustainable Communities 

Strategy 

RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board 

SLO San Luis Obispo 

SSURGO Soil Survey Geographic database 

SWPPP stormwater pollution prevention plan 

SWPT Southwest pond turtle 

SWQCB State Water Quality Control Board 

US 101 U.S. Highway 101 

USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture 

USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

USGS U.S. Geology Survey 

VIA Visual impact assessment 

VMT vehicle miles traveled 

WDR Waste discharge requirement 




