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2) Prior to construction, if construction activities are proposed to occur during the 
typical nesting season (February 15 to August 31) within 200 ft (60 m) of potential 
nesting habitat, a nesting bird survey shall be conducted by qualified biologists in 
potential nesting habitat at least two weeks prior to construction to determine 
presence/absence of nesting birds within the project area.  Work activities shall be 
avoided within 100 ft (30 m) of active bird nests and 200 ft (60 m) of active raptor 
nests until young birds have fledged and left the nest.  Readily visible exclusion 
zones shall be established in areas where nests must be avoided.  Caltrans shall be 
contacted if SWWF or any other federally listed bird species are observed during 
surveys.  USFWS and CDFG shall be contacted for additional guidance if nesting 
birds are observed within or near the boundaries of the project site.  Nests, eggs, or 
young of birds covered by the MBTA and California Fish and Game Code would 
not be moved or disturbed until the end of the nesting season or until young fledge, 
whichever is later, nor would adult birds be killed, injured, or harassed at any time. 

3) Vegetation removal in potential nesting habitats shall be monitored and 
documented by the biological monitor(s) regardless of time of year. 

4.2.6.4.  PROJECT EFFECTS 
The proposed project will have no effect on SWWF.  The basis for this determination 
is that the BSA is located north of the documented breeding range for this species and 
there are no known nesting records in or near the BSA. 

4.2.6.5.  MODIFICATIONS TO THE PROJECT TO MITIGATE EFFECTS 
No modifications to the project to mitigate effects to SWWF will be required. 

4.2.6.6.  CUMULATIVE EFFECTS 
No cumulative effects to SWWF are expected as a result of the proposed action.  
There are no other known actions that are reasonably certain to occur in the action area 
that would contribute to additional cumulative effects. 
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Chapter 5.  Conclusions and 
Determination 

5.1.  Conclusions 

Based on the studies and analyses provided in this BA, the implementation of the Bob 
Jones Pathway – San Luis Obispo to Ontario Road has the potential to result in 
adverse effects to federally listed species.  Implementation of recommended avoidance 
and minimization measures as well as the HMMP would reduce the potential for 
adverse effects. 

5.2.  Determination 

5.2.1.  Marsh Sandwort, Pismo Clarkia, and Gambel’s Water Cress 
The proposed project will produce no effects that would impact these federally listed 
plant species.  None of these species were observed in the BSA during appropriately-
timed floristic surveys and no take of federally listed, candidate, or proposed plant 
species is expected. 

5.2.2.  South-central California Coast Steelhead and Critical Habitat 
The project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, south-central California 
coast steelhead.  Construction of bridges across SLO Creek could result in the removal 
of riparian cover that provides thermoregulation for steelhead; although, this amount is 
estimated to be minimal.  No in-stream work will be required.  While the removal of 
trees to accommodate the new bridges may slightly alter shading and micro-climate 
characteristics of the riparian corridor, the bridge themselves would create shade over 
the section of the creek flowing underneath, and shading differences are likely to be 
negligible.  The loss of trees to clear space for the bridge crossings will also be 
mitigated with replacement trees, which will offer shade and temperature regulation in 
other areas along SLO Creek. 

The proposed project may affect, but will not adversely modify, south-central 
California coast steelhead critical habitat.  Although there will be impacts resulting 
from trimmed or removed willows, these effects would be minor and would not 
substantially affect the ability of steelhead to spawn, rear young, migrate, or feed in 
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SLO Creek.  It is anticipated the proposed project would permanently impact 
approximately 9,835 ft2 (914 m2) (0.23 ac) of steelhead critical habitat associated with 
construction of bridge crossings through the SLO Creek riparian corridor.  Temporary 
impacts to approximately 19,671 ft2 (1,827 m2) (0.45 ac) of steelhead critical habitat 
are estimated to result from work space associated with bridge construction.  There 
will be no permanent or temporary loss of service to steelhead because no in-stream 
work or fill will be required within SLO Creek. 

5.2.3.  California Tiger Salamander 
The project will have no effect on CTS.  The basis for this determination is that it is 
highly unlikely that CTS uses aquatic areas within the BSA for breeding and/or 
adjacent uplands for estivation.  In addition, there are no known recent nearby 
occurrence records for the species.  The action area does not occur in a federally 
designated critical habitat unit for CTS. 

5.2.4.  California Red-Legged Frog 
The project may affect, and is likely to adversely affect, CRLF.  Although no CRLFs 
were observed during reconnaissance surveys within the BSA, USFWS has indicated 
that CRLF presence within the BSA should be inferred.  There would be a potential 
for take of CRLF during construction in potential upland dispersal habitat adjacent to 
SLO Creek and any necessary capture and relocation of CRLF.  The proposed project 
will also create temporary and/or permanent impacts to vegetation along SLO Creek, 
which may offer shading and microhabitat temperature regulation in the channel; 
however, the loss of trees will be mitigated with replacement trees.  The potential for 
take of CRLF is believed to be very low, as CRLF are believed to be uncommon along 
the SLO Creek corridor.  The action area does not occur in a federally designated 
critical habitat unit for CRLF. 

5.2.5.  Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
The proposed project will have no effect on western yellow-billed cuckoo.  The basis 
for this determination is that riparian habitat in the BSA, while present, is unsuitable 
and there are no known nesting records in or near the BSA. 
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5.2.6.  Least Bell’s Vireo 
The proposed project will have no effect on LBV.  The basis for this determination is 
that riparian habitat in the BSA, while present, is unsuitable and there are no known 
nesting records in or near the BSA. 

5.2.7.  Southwestern Willow Flycatcher 
The proposed project will have no effect on SWWF.  The basis for this determination 
is that the BSA is located north of the documented breeding range of SWWF and there 
are no known nesting records in or near the BSA. 
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NEW 8' CLASS I PATH

WIDENED
ROADWAY

(E)
POWER
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32'
VARIES

10'-8 3/4" 5'-10"

(E) 4' FENCE/
PROPERTY LINE

EL+96

EL+90

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

125

85

VARIES
10'

±220' TO DRIPLINE

(N)
SHOULDER

(N)
SHOULDER

3'

SEPARATION AND TRANSITION
MAX 2:1 SLOPE

RESTRIPE AND
WIDEN PER

SOUTH HIGUERA
STREET

WIDENING
SLO CREEK

NEW 6'
RETAINING WALL

EL+115

(E) ROADWAY

90

95

100

105

110

115

85

80

75

XS-2
SOUTH HIGUERA STREET AT FARM FIELD

(LOOKING SOUTH)

ROADWAY

(E)
3' STRAND

WIRE FENCE

(E) POWER
POLE

(E) 3' FENCE/
PROPERTY

LINE

7'-6"

(E) TELEPHONE
POLE

20'
9'

4'

20'-4" 7'6"

2.5:12:1
17'

24'-6"

(E) FARM FIELD NEW CLASS I
BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN

PATH

EL +88

EL +90

 SLO
CREEK

8'2' 2'

(E)
SHOULDER

NEW SPLIT
RAIL FENCE

±50' TO DRIPLINE

(E)
SHOULDER
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26' 7' (E) 20'-4" 7'

30'

(E)
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SHOULDER (E) FENCE/
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XS-3
 S. HIGUERA AT FILIPPONI PRESERVE DRIVEWAY
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180' FROM TOP OF BANK
TO HWY 101

 SLO
CREEK

NEW CLASS I
BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN

PATH

±180' TO E. BRANCH SLO CREEK

EL +90

HWY 101
4'

XS-4
S.HIGUERA STREET
(LOOKING SOUTH)

EL +76

90

95

100
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80
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70

TELEPHONE
POLE

65

60

 SLO
CREEK

8'2' 2'

±40' TO DRIP LINE

NEW CLASS I
BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN

PATH
NEW 4' SPLIT
RAIL FENCE

2:1 ROADWAY

23' 5'

HIGHWAY
101(E)

SHOULDER

(E) 3' FENCE

EL +80 42'

(E) SHOULDER
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2:1

5'
24' 6'

XS-5
S.HIGUERA STREET NEAR CLOVERIDGE STOP SIGN

(LOOKING SOUTH)

5'

NEW 5' STABILIZED D.G. PATH
 USE RETAINING WALL AS NEEDED TO MAINTAIN

TRAIL WIDTH, NEW SIGN "PATH NARROWS"

NEW 4' SPLIT RAIL
FENCE

SLO
CREEK

EL +82

EL +70

EL +95

90

95

100

85

80

75

70

65

60

(E)
SHOULDER

S. HIGUERA
PATH ADJACENT TO

ROAD SHOULDER

HWY 101

±150' TO HWY 101

3' - 5' RETAINING
WALL AS NEEDED

(E) ROADWAY

NEW 6"
AC CURB

XS-6
CLOVERIDGE LANE AT MAINO PROPERTY TRANSITION AREA

(LOOKING SOUTH)

CLOVERIDGE
LANE2:1

(E)
SHOULDER

HIGHWAY 101
NORTH BOUND

OFF RAMP

SLO
CREEK

(E)FENCE/
PROPERTY LINE

5' 22' 5'

120' TO HWY 101
EL +96

EL +84

EL +70

90

95
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65
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80'
±35' TO TOP OF BANK

NEW 4' SPLIT RAIL
FENCE

NEW SHARED
USE ROAD
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5'
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XS-7
CLOVERIDGE LANE TRAILHEAD

AT FARM FIELD GATE SOUTH OF VENADO LANE
(LOOKING SOUTH)

VARIES
(6' MAX)

5'

(E) 4' FENCE/
PROPERTY

LINE

(E) 4' FENCE3:1

FARM FIELD

(E) 30' ROAD
CLOVERIDGE LANE

 8"-12" GRAVEL SHOULDER

EL +90

HWY 101 N.
BOUND OFF RAMP

80'

90

95

100

85

80

75

70

65

60

EL +78

HWY 101

±320' TO SLO CREEK

SLO
CREEK NEW SHARED USE CLASS III ROAD

AB SHOULDER / NEW
PARALLEL PARKING AREA

NEW SPLIT RAIL FENCE NOTE:
NORTH END OF CLOVERIDGE LANE PROVIDES 10-12
PARKING SPACES ON WEST SIDE SHOULDER OF LANE.
SOUTH END OF CLOVERDIGE LANE PROVIDES 6-8
PARKING SPACES ON EAST SIDE SHOULDER OF LANE.

75

70

65

60

55

50

45

80

85

2' 8' 2'

HWY 101
EL +74

EL +70

SLO
CREEK

NEW CLASS I
BICYCLE/

PEDESTRIAN PATH
(NEAR EXISTING FARM

ACCESS ROAD)

±75' TO DRIP LINE

±25' TO EDGE OF HWY 101

XS-8
BUNNELL FARM FIELD

SOUTH OF CLOVERIDGE LANE END
(LOOKING SOUTH)

(E) FARM FIELD NEW SPLIT
RAIL FENCE

(E) TREES - NO DISTURBANCE

FARM ACCESS
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XS-9
BUNNELL FARM FIELD

SOUTH OF PROPOSED BIKE/PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
(LOOKING SOUTH)

75

70

65

60

55

50

45

EL +68

EL +62

±40' TO SLO CREEK SLO CREEK

80

85

EL +60
(E) FARM FIELD

8'2' 2'

NEW CLASS I
BICYCLE/

PEDESTRIAN
PATH

NEW T-POST

HWY 101

(E) FENCE

HWY 101

(E) 3' WIRE
FENCE

XS-10
BARON CANYON

OPEN SPACE AREA
(LOOKING SOUTH)

24'

SLO CREEK

EL +60
65

70

75

60

55

50

45

40

35

8'2' 2'

RIPARIAN CANOPY
(NO DISTURBANCE)

NEW CLASS I
BICYCLE/

PEDESTRIAN
PATH

±70' TO SLO CREEK

NO FENCE
THIS AREA

(E) FENCE
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65

70

75

60

55

50

45

40

35

XS-11
SLO CONSERVANCY
DIRT ACCESS ROAD
(LOOKING SOUTH)

2' 8' 2' EL +60 EL +64

EL +54

SLO CREEK

NEW CLASS I
BICYCLE/

PEDESTRIAN
PATH ON

EXISTING FARM
ROAD

(E) FARM FIELD

NEW T-POST FENCE
ADJACENT TO AG FIELD

±130' TO DRIPLINE

HWY 101

DIRT ROAD ACCESS

85

90

80

75

70

65

60

55

XS-12
SLO LAND CONSERVANCY

DIRT ACCESS ROAD
(LOOKING SOUTH)

EL +78

50
SLO CREEK

EL +55

BARON CANYON
HOA OPEN SPACE

2' 8' 2'

NEW CLASS I
BICYCLE /

PEDESTRIAN PATH
5:1 (E) FARM FIELD

±80' TO EDGE OF FARM FIELD ±250 TO DRIPLINE

±150' FROM SLO CREEK TO HWY 101

NEW T-POST FENCE
ADJACENT TO AG FIELD
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(E) 4" AC
CURB

MONTE ROAD

2%

4'25'

(E)
SHOULDER

2'

XS-13
MONTE ROAD SOUTH OF DRIVEWAY

TO BARON CANYON ESTATES
(LOOKING SOUTH)

(E)
SHARED USE ROAD

(CLASS III)

EL +50

60

65

70

55

50

45

40

35

75

NEW SPLIT
RAIL FENCE

SLO CREEK

RIPARIAN
CANOPY

 HWY 101

EL +54

±100 TO TOP OF BANK

±400 FROM DRIPLINE TO HWY 101

FARM FIELD/APPLE ORCHARD

EL+54

150' ± TO ORCHARD

(E) MONTE ROAD
2%

(E)
SHOULDER

(E)
SHOULDER

2'18'2'

XS-14
MONTE ROAD JUST SOUTH OF FARM BRIDGE

(LOOKING SOUTH)

RIPARIAN
CANOPY

SLO CREEK

EL +60

60

65

70

55

50

45

40

35

75

20'

NEW CLASS I
BICYCLE/

PEDESTRIAN
PATH

2' 8' 2'

±2%

EL +44

FARM FIELD/APPLE ORCHARD

FARM FIELD/APPLE ORCHARD

±420' TO DRIP LINE

±300' TO HWY 101

(E) AGRICULTURAL
ACCESS ROAD

MIN. 20' BUFFER
 TO ORCHARD

NEW T-POST FENCE
ADJACENT TO PATH

SUBJECT TO TEMPORARY CLOSURE
DURING AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY

FARM ACCESS
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