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Mr. John Nall, Principal Environmental Specialist
San Luis Obispo County

Department of Planning and Building

976 Osos Street, Room 300

San Luis Obispo, California 93408-2040

SUBJECT ’ PROPOSAL FOR THE LAS PILITAS QUARRY EIR
Dear Mr. Nall:

Thank you for providing Benchmark Resources the opportunity to submit the enclosed
proposal to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed Las Pilitas
Quarry Conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan in response to the County’s April
29, 2011 reissued Request for Proposal (RFP).

As you know, Benchmark Resources submitted a proposal on the originally issued RFP
and, following a comprehensive selection process, was selected by County staff as the
recommended consultant for consideration by the County Board of Supervisors. Our
current proposal and work plan is based on our previous submittal, and reflects input
during our November 19, 2010 interview with the County and subsequent discussions
with County staff. We have also revised the proposal to emphasize our experience in
performing the role of third-party EIR-preparer on numerous hardrock mining projects.
In addition, based on recent developments regarding water supply evaluations
regarding mining projects, we have added an optional task to prepare an SB 610 Water
Supply Assessment (WSA) and incorporate the relevant findings into the CEQA water
supply evaluation. We have not provided a specific scope of work or cost estimate for
preparing a WSA, but can do so if requested by the County. We have also updated the
preliminary EIR schedule presented in the revised proposal, assuming receipt of an
authorized contract and notice-to-proceed from the County by June 21, 2011.

Our role in preparing EIRs for our clients is to prepare independent, objective, and
unbiased work products that inform the public and decision-makers of the potential
environmental effects of proposed projects. As expressed in the qualifications and
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recommended scope of services described in our proposal, we are well-suited to
prepare a comprehensive, high-quality EIR to assist the County of San Luis Obispo in
its review of the proposed Las Pilitas Quarry Project.

Benchmark Resources has unparalleled qualifications to assist the County with the
preparation of an EIR for the Las Pilitas Quarry Project. We are experts in conducting
environmental review of hard rock mining projects and in assisting public agencies,
decision-makers, and the public in understanding the environmental issues pertaining
to their mining project approval deliberations. Our success in preparing quality EIRs is
directly related to the depth of understanding that comes from having prepared
numerous mine-related environmental documents, as well as from our experience in
assisting in mine reclamation planning, conducting mine inspections on behalf of lead
agencies for regulatory compliance, and facilitating closure and post-closure
monitoring.

We look forward to the opportunity to provide our EIR preparation services to San Luis
Obispo County. We hope that this letter and our enclosed proposal fulfill your
requirements. Please call or e-mail me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
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Bruce Steubing
Principal
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